
INTRODUCTION.

The touching appeal of these people, ought to stir

the heart, of every liberty-loving American citizen.

And it is to be hoped that Cong-ess will secure

to them the small area of homestead-land, which

they require, out of the many million wild acres in

Alaska. Our Government would thereby gain sev-
eral thousand, industrious, self-supporting, thrifty

settlers, as a powerful civilizing nucleus, whose
influence upon the yet wild, and savage tribes of the

great Arctic State, would be most beneficial.

My first acquaintance with this subject, dates from

a visit to the North Pacific in 1878, when I learned

much of Mr. Duncan's remarkable civilizing work.

From that time, I have kept myself well informed
in regard to his progress, and the element of discord

which now so seriously threatens to destroy his

prosperous community.

In writing THE STORY OF METLAKAHTLA, I have

drawn information frotn official and other reports

of the North Pacific, dating from the time of Cap-

tain Cook's voyages'to the present. Many of the

facts have been recounted to me personally by re-

cent travellers and explorers.

I have also had access to the Metlakahtlans' cor-

respondence with the Governments, and, with the

Church of England Missionary Society; and, to
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