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mother a loving kiss before he went off to hi. room, for a
wash.

It seemed an awfully long week to'the excited boys,
impatient for the couaing contest. Theo had many appli-
cants for a position on his teàm, and" having, aftër careful
deliberation, decided in favour of Fred Fellows, the four
boys had many an earnest consultation as to the best way
of securing succesa On Friday evening the others brought
their toboggans over to Mrs. Loss's, and they spent an hour
or two in seeing that the bottoms were perfectly smooth,
the kut lashings all taut, and *the cushions, secured beyond
the possibility of s1ýpping. They were not a little disturbed
at some rumours that had reached them, of Ralph M"terton
havinçr sent off to, the capital and got a new toboggan of
a kind just lately patented, whieh was madè -diff«*ntlr
from*the others aAd re' rted to be much faster. If thi'
was true, iWph had done rather a mean thing; for although

not expressly stipulated, it -wu generally understood that
the tqýMans to, be used in the éqntest were such as they
already had, and not new ones imported for the purpose.
But, as Theo sensibly said, it was no use worryi*ng until

they knew for certain; so, hoping for the best, they parted
-- for the. nigrht.

Saturday proved as fine a' s could be wished, and,-early in
the aftérnoon a crowd began to gather on Bass Rîver BluE

Besides the honour of the championship, Judge Masterton
had offered a handsome prize, to; the winner M' the shape of

silver êu', and tbere *as.nâý end to the excitement. The
judge himself and all hfs famil'y were pâ iso. too, were
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