
-ANCIENT ABORIGINAL TRADE IN NORTH AMERICA.

COPPEE.

Every one knows that the region where Lake Superior borders on the
northern part of Michigan abounds in copper, which occurs here In a
native state and in immense masses, the separation of which and rais-
ing to the surface contribute in no slight degree to the difficulties of
the mining process. Long before Europeans penetrated to those parts,
the aborigines already possessed a knowledge of this wealth of copper.
This fact became known in 1847, at which time the traces of ancient
aboriginal mining of some extent were pointed ont in that district. The
circumstances of this discovery and the means employed by the natives
for obtaining the popper being now well known, a repetition of those
details hardly would be in place, and I merely refer .to the writings
relating tp. this subject.0

Copper was, indeed, the only metal whi.ch the North American
tribes employed for some purposes before their territories were colo-
nized by Europeans. Traces of wrought silver have been found, but
they are so exceedingly scanty that the technical significance of this
metal hardly can be taken into consideration. Gold was seen by the
earliest travelers in small quantities (in grains) among the Florida In-
dians;t yet, to my knowledge, no object made of gold, that can with
certainty be attributed to the North American Indians, has thus far
been discovered.‡ The use of copper, likewise, was comparatively lim-
ited, and cannot have exerted any marked influence on the material
development of the natives. The copper articles left by the former in-
habitants are by no means abundant. As an example I will only
mention that, during a sojourn of thirteen years in the neighborhood of
St. Louis, which is particularly rich in tumular structures and other
tokens of Indian occupancy, I did not succeed in obtaining a single
specimen belonging to this class. Copper implements, such as axes,
chisels, gravers, knives, and points of arrows and spears, have been
found in the Indian mounds and in other places; but most of the ob-
jecta made of this metal served for ornamental purposes, which circuni-
stance alone would go far tô prove that copper played but an indifferent
part in the industrial advancement of the race. If the ancient inhabit-
ants had understood the art of melting copper, or, moreover, had na-
ture furnished them with sufficient supplies of tin ore for producing
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