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him toward the North, and has enlisted him among

the crew* of the Rodgers, which is seeking the lost Jean-

nette... Beyond a mere concate4ation of the chapters it

las been nowhere altered with a view to literary effect

or sensational color. The notes from which it is drawn

were made -from day to .day; and if érities fund in it

facts which are either improbable or unpalatable, they

may, at least, have the satisfaction of knowing that it is

a faithful nariittive of carefully sifted evidence.

This needs to be said because the statements of the

writer have already been questioned in one or two de-

tails. He says that the party experiePce(l such cold

weather as was almost without precedent in Arctic

travel, the temperature falling to seventy-one degrées

belo wro. He. says that· the party killed morè than

five hundred reindeer, besides musk-oxen,*ears, walrus,

and seal, in regions where iRae and 'McClintock could

scarcely find game at all, and where the crews of the

Erebus and Terror starved. to death. He says that of

the last survivors of Franklin's party the majority were

officers, arguing that the watches and silver relics found

with their skeletons go far to prove their rank. These

statements have been doubted. The accuracy of the

thermometers being questioned, they were tested and

found to be curiously exact. The facilities for procur-

ing game were assisted by the use of improved weapons;

and besides, as Sir Leopold McClintock has justly

shown, it was merely a tradition, not an ascertained

fact, that these sub-arctic regions were destitute of ani-

mal life. The method.by which tli éofficial position of
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