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ing South Vancowe’r
Act Amendm is

e

There was & nensationu

Leglslature Tuesday . afternoon _whézp ]

the Premier announced fo galle
crowded with delegates MVBBW
ver and South. V&ncou\(a

;overnment _wonld not reconsider its | ¢ :

cecisiongnot to bring in a bill to enable | co
South Vancouver to be annexed to the
city this year. 'The Premier made his|
fmement very gracefully gpd fenced
jt with many reasonable arguments,
and it was recelved with.applanse from
the House, but. dead silénce from the
galleries! M.’ Watson rose after
the Premier to speak to a quuthﬁr "
privilege’ and deny a statement fhat
nad appeared in the” Vancouver World
10 the -effect that all the members for
vancouver with the exXception of the
Hon. Mr, Bowser were in favor of an-
nexation. He denied this emphatic~
ally, and deelared that the decision of
Government would be approved by
vast majority of the peopla of Van-
yuver.

I‘m.s statement was received with
hisses from the galleries, and when
Mr, Watson resumed and said that if
he was not in accord with the policy
of the Goverament;--he -would--resign;
he was greeted with derisive applause.
The Speaker ended the disturbance by
threatening to clear the galeries. Mr.
Tisdall also rose to explain that his
position had been misrepresented, but
on . an objection by Mr. Hawthorn-

thwaite he was ruled out of order.

In the proceedings of the day the
order sheet was cleared rapidly and it
is expected that the House will pro-
rogue today.

Among bills that received third
reading yesterday were those to ratify
the False Creéek agreement, to amend
the Lahd Act and the Health Act, to
amend the Municipal Clauses Act, and
the Companies’ Agct, to amend the
Health Act, and a bill respecting Trust
Companfes. One of the most impor-
tant amendments of the day was that
propogsed by Hon.. Dr. Young to the
Health Act to the effect that vaccin-
ation should not be compulsory on any-
one who. would swear ‘that they had
“conscientious objections.”

After the formality of passing the
third .readings of the Land Registry
amendment ' bill,*the Caal Mines Act
amendment bill, and the bill to. amend |.
the Births, Deaths and Marriages Aet;
and the - adoption of report on the
False Creek bill,

Lands Act Amendment

Mr. Brewster resumed the debate on
the motion for the' second reading of
the Lands Act amendment bill. He
was, he said, considerably disappointed
in thig legislation, as he had hoped
that the new Minister of Lands would
have signallized his entry upon his im«
portant ' department by initiating a
more enlightened and comprehensive
land policy. Instead of satisfying gen-
eral desires in this connection, the bill
before the House attempted nothing
in the way of more progressive land
legislation, did not go to any desirable
length, and even left the reader in
grave doubt as to what it really meant.
With only one feature did he find him-
self in complete accord, this being the
section in which the Government took
to itself power to summarily cancel
such crown grants as might be found
to have been gained by fraud, or where
necessary homestead work had not
been completed, The act now to be
amended was obviously deficient in
Ifroviding machinery to enable the
Government to go after the fraudulent
land operator, and the section to be
introduced was a necessary one, He
Was inclined to surmise that it might
have been drafted in view of the con-
ditions disclosed in a land transaction
that he had brought to the notice of
the Government . during the present
session, This was when he had di-
rected attention to - certain gross
Lmses in land matters at Whaletown,

ortez Island, in which connection he

affidavits supporting the charge
two men had got- their land hold- .
ings fraudulently, ~He hoped that this
New sectijon would enable the Depart-

(

ment to “go after” the parties guilty

{ this fraud, and punish them as they
deserved. The bill on the whols, how-
¢ver, was in his opinion far from what

required to meet the wishes of
people here, or even satisfy Eng-
sh critics as to lands law adminis-

‘ration in this Province.

Mr.  Hawthornthwaite also con-
demned the bill—but on diametrically
Plosite grounds. He did not approve

the section providing for cancella-

ns where fraud-had been practised,
’\img that sufficient power already

.
0

ti

, and was at once
!ttée of the whole.

ready issued, and that it would be a
rank injustice to mdke it so that if

f|the land
innocent third: person it could be taken |

Hon, Mr. McPhillips said he quite|P

agreed with the member for Nanaimo
in that opinion, but they should re-
memiber that “in the crown resides in-
fallible justice,” and the minister of
lands might be relied’ upon ‘to ‘exercise
his power with- discretion. He wonld
not ‘cancel a title where a third and
innocent party intervened.

Myr. Hawthornthwaite said the law
was. imperative, and demanded that if
a fraud was brought to the attention
of the ‘minister, he would have to can-
cel the title. Suppose the case of an
innocent third party in possession of
land obtained by fraud in the first in-
stance; abd ‘another person came 'al-
cng who found that out and wanted
thé land; he could compel the minister
of lands to cancel the title and throw
the land open, or failing that, he could
sue the minister imn the courts under
petition of right:

Hon. Mr. McPhillips pointed out that
a petition of right had to come before
the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council,
‘and might be denied.

Mz, Brewster said he thought the
section. a. good.one, but he must pro-
test against this practice in bringing
importa.nt legislation before. the house

in the dying days of the session, It
was neither fair to the oppesition nor
to the house. Hon. Mr. Ross said that
after all, this power of cancelling titles
was left in the hands of the minister
of lands,who was not likely to abuse it.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite's amendment
was defeated, his being the only vote
in its favor.

The bill was reported complete wlth
amendments, and b¥ permission of the
house was given third reading.

Consgience Clause

Upon the order-for the Health Act
Amendment Bill being taken up,

Hon. Dr. Youns returned the bill to
committee in order to: introduce as a
new section in the parts of the act
déaling with compulsory vaccination
what is generally known throughout
Canada as the  *'conscience clause,”
this feature in the new bill reading:

“Any regulation heretofore = made,
and in force or hereafter to be made
by the provincial board of health Te-
quiring the vacclnaﬂon or revaecin-
ation of all persons resident within the
Jurisdiction of any health officer, shall
be deemed not to apply to any person
whe makes an affidavit-or a statutory
declaration before a magitrate or any
other person authorized to take oaths
to the effect that such person conséti-
entiously belleves that vaccination
would be prejudicial to his health (or
to the health of his child, as the case
may be) or for conscientious reasons
objects to vaccination, and such per-
son shall deliver or transmit by regist-
ered malil to the health officer for the
district in which he resides, a certifi-
cate by such magistrate or other offp-
cial person before whom the oath was
taken of such conscientious objection.”

There are a few people even in this
enlightened province, Hon. Dr. Young
explained, who still are in antagonism
to vaccinagtion. For the benefit of such
sufferers from abnormally developed
consciences, it had been determined to
insert this section, providing that any-
one who might desire to obey the dic-
tates- of his conscience as against the
best investigations of science, the best
judgment of the medical world" as
based upon experfence extended over
a hundred ears, would be enabled to
do.so. If an epidemic originated in- the
province, the law would be fully and
energetically enforced as "to vaccin-
ation, as all else, ané anyone exempt
would be required to carry; out the
conditions of this section to the letter.

Mr. Jardine offered his cordial con-
gratulations to the minister upon the

' introduction of ‘this new- section. Per-

sonally he was strongly and sincerely

'*sted in the Government, and that the | 2dverse to vaccination, and there were

Xistence of such g clause in the. act
‘ould discourage land purchases and
ttlement, investors in British Colum-
‘la lands having always before their
‘Ves the fear.of their grants being
‘@ncelled by a politics-inspired Gov-
'nment;
‘Premier’s Statement

Premijer MeBride briefly replied t({
the criticism: ottered from the Opposi-
tion benches, " The proposals contained
In the bill, he said; ‘were taken from
the Ontarto act, haying in that proy-
Nce been proven necessary and useful,
as they would no doubt prove to be
here.  The criticism + offered’ of the
Government’s land policy was on the
°ld, familiar lines—exactly the same
48 heard in the House and on the hus=«
:‘ﬂgs at every possible occasion duf-
g the past few years. If this policy
(“ as in any sense a mistaken one, the
TOvernment was responsible therefor

o the House and to the people, and|

‘onditions prowed the inaccuracy of
the position taken by gentlemen op-
bosite. - The Jand poliey in fts wor

‘r'lut had resulted in large additions fo
a““ rural population of the Province
Nd much increased activity in indus-

Irles generally, - .Civic and munieipal,

many who shared his views.

The section was incorporated with
the bill, which was reported, the re-
port being adopted and the bill given
third reading.

Considerable debate arose in com-
mittee on the Municipal Clauses act
as to the Mability of the city for
works not performed in accordance
with speciﬂcations, Hon, Mr. McPhil-
lps in particular pointing to work on
Richardson  street +here which was
very far from what had been wanted
or ordered. He’ conténded that work
that was not in harmony with the
specifications Should ‘ne more be ac-
cepted by a city than.that a man or-
dering a broadcloth coat from a taj-
lor. shoald gcca,pt and pay for a lin-

: of the city was
,me. and the bill

on- the ‘motio >
the bill to - ~amend - the Companies’
ng thrat he might pos.

tion argument all throum This
was the first ume, however, that any-.
‘onie had gone so far s to plainly and
deliberately assert the principle of
discrimination against the sister pro-
vinces. Tt was the first time that the
people ‘of British Columbia had been
told that this p-ovince should'be sur-
rounded by a wall against the indus-

 tries and enterprises of the other Ca-

nadian provincas The arguments ad-
vanced were just the same as had
been used since the days of Cohden
and before; but in them the attorney-
general seemed to have lost sight al-
together of the fact that in hedging
about the few with special ptlvileges
which would enable them to become
rich,. he placed the ultimate charge
upon the British Columbia consumer.
Instead-of having commercial travel-
lers come to~them as in-the past.and
receive their orders, the merchants of
British Columbia now had to go East
and buy their goods at considerably
increased cost and much . inconveni-
ence. - The operation of the Compan-
fes’ act worked disadvantage to the
consumers who constituted about. 95
per ¢ent. of the population, for the
advantage apd Dbenefit. of the trade
constituting’ the other-.five per cent.
Attorney-Gene al- Bowser ;had chal-
lenged: anyone to point to a single
case in. whi¢h an outside company
had ceased to do business® in British
Columbia or to''send -its agents here
because of the operation of the Com-
paniés dct, 1910.” He: found that act
very much objected to, not>anly in
the eastern provmces, but @lso in
England where numerous tﬁ:f’ge com-
panies,  somé of them having many
agencies in South Africa, in Indigin
Australia, in New Zealand " and ‘in
Canada—companies transacting busi-
ness amounting to hundreds of "thou-
sands of pounds annually—would not
comply with .the nonsensical provi-
sion - requiring them to register their
mortgages; etc., in this province. This
legislation was .so much out of the
ordinary, indeed, that according to a
dsepatch given circulation by the As-
soclated Press, the Associdation
Chambers of - Commerce had even
memorialized the Colonial office and
hinted that they might appeal to the
Privy council against the wvery dras-
tic' and unnecessary.  legislation .of
British Columbia in this regard.

The attorney-general-had challeng-
ed him _to mention = a single firm
which had refised to do business in
British Columbia in consequence of
this act. The time for investigation
had been very short, but he might
mention Rylands of Manchester, who
did one of the largest dry-goods busi-
nesses in ‘the world, and who ‘had
transacted business with British CoI-
umbia during twenty years past, but
who' now refused to ‘continue their
associations with this province in
consequence of this ill-advised leg-
islation. There were also Adolph Ros-
enethal of London; Richardson, Lee
& Co. of Manchester; the Hayes Con-
fectionery Co.; Marlett & Armstrong
of Oakville; Greenshaw of Man-
chester; Thorpe & Edmundson; Og-
den & Madley and A. A. Ayer. & Co..
of Montreal; - Hodgson Brothers &
Rawson, and Howe, Laflame, et Cie,
of Montreal; Coca-Cola of Atlanta,
Georgia, and numerous others. He had
little to add at the present juncture,
but desired@to enter into an emphatic
protest against the course adopted by
the attorney-general and the premier
in not allowing bills of such impor-
tance as the Land Act and this Com-
panies’ act to come before the leg-
iglature until the last hours of the
session, when it was impossible to
give them the intelligent considera-
tion which - they properly demanded.
The time had arrived, too, for the at-
torney-general to take into most ser-
ious consideration -the statement of
undeniable facts and the representa-
tions of large commercial delegations
to the effect that there was much in
this act detrimental instead of bene-
ficial- to the interests of the province,
and to permit of the amendment of
the act in order to meet and count-
eract the disadvantages to the con-
sumers. of . British Columbia which it
now produced.

The second reéading cdarried wWithout
further controversy.

Mr. Speaker _presented to the
house a message from His Honor, the
Lieutenant-Governor returning to ‘he
house the Water Act amendment bill
for the .correction of: _certain errors

The message and bilk were consider-:
ed in committes, and. the bill took
Hfirst and second- readings. .

South Vancouver ¢ Annexation "
““The opening of. the' atternoon ses-

pass | sion "the Premier. announced tha.t there
qnestmf e&ﬁﬁmﬂy

“ma

mm

s haa madverteutlv “occurred -in its j of from two to five million dollars for
passage through the committee stage, ' sewers and water works for Vancouver

D B 301 and’ Hastings Townsite in
that vicihity.

from’ Va*noum,and. fouth Vancouver
who pressed this question of annexa-
tion. - The ‘matter received every at-

had replied that it. could not; see its
during this session.

the gentlemen who made’ the repre-
sentations .and = he supposed, after
mature judgment since that time,
they had. . carried on a .campaign in
‘Vancouver in. order to bring pressure
on the Government. to reconsider the
question and submit a bill to parlia=
ment this session

“I have to\lowed the ‘matter
closely,” said the Premier,

very:

of "the 'Province developing by "leaps

of paramount iterest since it is 're-
lated to the mobEt Important’ part+of
British ‘Columbia in the eyes of the
public., Since the submission of our
findl detérmination ‘on ”this’ subjeet 1
have given' very ‘‘close ' consideration
to the view presénted both by the del~
egates who cdme down formerly, and
by the delegatés’ who ' waited on- me
yesterday evening;
counsel *with my colleagues, T .feel sure

the ‘responsibility: which -rests upon- it.
IFwould like to poingoug that in eon-

dverlooked that i’ g city “of Vans
couver and Munid(p‘anf& of - South
Varcouver some weeks ago,’ at the
time of the municipat elections, a ref-
erendum wds held, The vote polied
in respect to it was \Rery small and if
it were taken as an inhdieation ‘of pub-
lic opinion it. could not.be received by
this . House as very tanglble evidence
of . a-majority feeling in thht sectiop
towards the .consummation. of the
proposals submitted by this delega-
tion. In addition tq this I may paint
out that the city of Vancouver had its
charter before Parliament this session
for amendments, and I find there was
absolutely no place  given among them
to .this guestion of annexation.
Comprehensive Scheme  Needed
“Now when the delegation came here
first, we . carefully =considered the
points they offered. at the time, par-
ticularly the fact that to meet their
request - would mean.. the addition to
the: city of . Vancouver of a large ex-
tent of .territory to that over which
it has jurisdiction. - We considered al-
S0, that in addition te South Vancou-
ver, there. was the district of Point
Grey, which: in . any - comprehensive
scheme for sewers should not be over-
looked; and finally we considered the
tremendous development of the dis-
trict which is ‘commonly called today,
and looked upon as Greater Vanecouver.
With these three points before us, wo
came to the conclusion to move slow-
ly, with - theé objeéct that amny result
arrived at should be onme of perman-
ence. As a result of our deliberations
we - notified South = Vancouver that
thé * bill ‘they “asked for would not be
considered. We are now asked to re-
consider this deécision. I find on per-
usal of the papers that there is be-
hind this delegation a number of
citizens of Vancouver, and on Sunday
night there were two largely at-
tended meetings _held in the city to
protest against the Government’s ac-
tion, and there were, I belive, other
meetings in addition to these., I have
no fault to find with this. It is a
compliment to the activity that may be
displayed on an eccasion of this kind.
They have been, even at this late
date, very quick to move, in order,
perhaps, more urgently to bring to our
attention the feeling of that city; but
while the people have the right™ to
hold these public meetings and to pass
certain resolutions, a condition of this
kind is by no means one to be taken
as one . that the Government is bhound
to recognize. Those of us who are
here to do business for the whole of
British . Columbia must be “careful in
the consideration we give to public
questions, and. while I recognize -their
activity, I am not prepared to admit
that -it has ay all altered the views 1
have already given this session.

“The delegatioon that met me last
night asked for an extra session of the
fegislature to consider bills for the
promotion of a Greater Vancouver,
and also to authorize the expenditure

‘and Greater Vancouver: but it seems;
at the same time, that the demq.nd for
sewerage in Vancouver is greater now
than the city can.- provide. 1 believe:
umt at a meeting of the Vancouyer
hea.lth committee on I-’ebrua,ry 24th, it

was mmplﬂned th&t this eogmuon &
mm -, :

In-the opening days of |
the preésent séssion the Government|
had been waited on by a .delegation|

tention from the Government and it [l
way- . clear to . permit of annexatlon i

The answer was |
‘'of ‘course, not fa,vorably received. by}

“and be-| 5
cause of the Gavernment’s familiarity |
with the subject and also that part}

and bounds, it has formed a subject|

and safter :careful |

sidering “this questhm'“h must.not- be:

1 Question .of aewerag
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this afternoon: I ‘am "able: to-say. that| =
the Government Has:iapproached this 3
matter with every dJonseiousness - of |

how,very mé}lg thia d& bome out wlth
regard to South- Vancouver.

I take it that it will be dompetent for
that municipalitag to- formulate  somé
specitic plan: er words, the
is still in an in=
itial stage in South Vancouver, and it
is-alleged that nothing may be finally
considere@ without co-operation with
Vancouver. 1 can see nothing in the
way. of hearty co-operation between
the city and the municipality in any
scheme involving the construction and
maintenance of an efficient sewer 8ys-~
tem. It may beargued that with two

sets of officials there would be diffi-,

culties in the way, bt I say again,

that where it is a question that in--

volves the health of the whole com-

.While a8 '
vet no séwers have been constructed, '

g Acts like a charm in
DIARRHCEA and is the only
Specific in CHOLERA
and' DYSENTERY.

Convincing Medical Testimo
.Sold in Bottles by,
es in E.glan
1/1}, 2/9, 4[0.

munity, there is absolutely no obstacle |

in the way of .a - conference between
these people that will make for a com-«
prehensive plan for sewerage of that
portion of British Columbia.

“There is the large, rapidly- growing
district ‘of Point Grey to be reckoned
with in this health guestion, and Isay
in. the final consideration of & com-
plete and -‘efficient scheme, the inter-
ests of all sections must be held pro-
minently before us. Since the gues-
tion is one' of such great public im-
portance, it would be well for all in-
terests to exert every care, deliberation
apd patience in trying to' bring about
an effective scheme for sewerage and |

sanitation. In this respect I can sa!e-j détermination we have come to. In

1y promise on the part of the provin- |
cial government that the services of
the provincial beard of health will be
available;  in _fact, the government
would -not hesitate ,to assist any
reasonable scheme in order that ma-
turer proposals may be given:'to any
such comprehensjve: plan as- that to
which I have just referred.:
Must Hasten Biowly

“It may be recalled in regard to the.
municipality of South Vancouver that
atr the last session of the legislature
they came to this parBament for an
act to enable them to become incor-
pordted as 'a’ city. The legislature
gave ' them favorablé consideration,
and the bill was passed, butr when a
vote was taken there was not a suffi-
clent majority fo authorize the change
of the district from a fural to an urban
municipality. ' That was a question
the people themselves had to decide,
and you can see in what fashion they
decided it. The point has been raised
that as a rural municipality, the dis-
trict could not undertake to comstruct’
sewers, and that was one reason why
they asked for a change to a city form
ot government. Well, I am afraid that
if the present activity with regatd to
this sewerage question is to be Jooked
upon as an indication of what a ma-

10rity vote; hg,s ehanged. considera,bhr‘

B
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sion, and to authorize the expenditure!
ot from - $2,000,000 ‘to $5,000,000 for |
| waterworks and sewerage in Greater |
Vancouvyer. This government is re-’
‘sponslblg for every .municipality in
. British Columbia, and if municipalities i
legislature during the present session
fail, it is a reflection upon the judg-
ment of. the legislature,  There is no
desire on the part of the government
to avoid any responsibility that may
lattach to us in connection with any

this ‘matter we must be fesponsible for
. the business of the . legislature, and
' 'while we appreciate the interest taken
by these delegations, we propose tore-
serve to ourselves ‘the right calmly,
deliberately, and in our opinions, just-
ly. to come to our own determination
on a question that involves so much
as the anneéxation of South Vancouver
to the city of Vancouver.”
Question of Privilege

At the conclusion of the ‘premier’s
speech, Mr. Watson rose to a question
of privilege. He said:

“The Vancouver World has reported
that all the Vancouver members ex-
cept’ the Hon. Mr. Bowser ‘have de-
clared themselves as favorable to the
annexation of South Vancouver at this
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T ey e o
: me’s e
would have been impossible to feel in

time. Now, sir, for my own part, I
wish to give this statement an empha-
tic denlal. "The World has distorted
these statements for pelitical purposes,
and as a member of the legislature, I
wish to take the opportunity to make
myself plain. I believe that the ad-
miinistration has acted rightly, and I'
believe that its action will" c6mmend
itself to the city of Vancouver, and the
people I represent.”

This statement was greeted with
hisses from the gallery ~ which was
crowded by delegates from South Van-
couver-and Vancouver, who had comeé

since the question of making. South,t; hear the premier's announcement.

Vanpeouver a city came up:some time "
3809
iurgent as to necessitate
action. While -the municipality still
remains  a. rural mubicipality;, - the
is passing. legislation. to. enable it to

1 8o on and construet sewers. I think it

must_be. patent. to. all that there s
nothing to be gained by hasty legisia-
tion; - and: this - question of such far-
reaching importance is one to which
the Bovmm give most el
ful gonsideration. ..

“Here We; mdmg the last twenty- |-

four hours ot this s

It eould not then have been: 80
immedmte:

«.IL.1:find,” continued Mr. ‘Watson,
seemingly not noticing the interrup-
tion, “that I am not in accord wlth
this government that 1 wa# elécted to
Ssupport, I will be very glad to resign.”
Hera Mr. Watson: was again inter-
ru by applause from the gallery
: “voice, “Do it quick.” -
i *Speaker Eberts: “Order, order,”
Mr. Speaker Eberts: “Order; order!
It. T hear any more disturbanee; in the
éa!!ery 1 shall order it to be cleared
 fimmediately.”

Mr. Watson continued: ' This ‘paper,

: :_in:. has also made a bitter attack ugon i

however, well able to take care of him-
self, and does not need me to speak
for him.: I would, however, like to
point out that his position is not only
the position of Mr. Bowser but of the
Premier himself, and his'colleagues in
the . Cabinet; .and I bhelievecit is a
position  that will be approved by
-ninety per cent. of the  people _of
Greater Vancouver, ;
Mr, Hawthornthwaite; rising to a °

point of order,.cilaimed. that the second
member for Vancouver rose to speak
on a matter of privilege and was mak-

- ing a political speech instead.

Mr.. Watson: “I-only wish to make .
myselt and my positionsperfectly plain
on this question, and if the _menaber
from Nanaimo should. wish it at any

 time I will accord to him the same

court This city of ours- hps done
brﬂll:;Ely in the pas .'md we




