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faith. It is congruous with the child’s
idea of the -universe. KExternal power
is represented to the childish mind by
the discipline of a father, often appar-
ently ‘unreasonable, capricious, or even
cruel, but justified by a tie of nature to
the child's intelligence, and generally il-
luminated by an enduring love. Brought
face to face with the consciousness of
a greater aud more awful extemnal
power, the child’s mind grasps it at once
as the autheority of a Heavenly Father,
and rests in that conception with a faith
that is touching and serene. No pain
nor suffering nor sorrow can shake the
faith of a child. Everyone must have
moticed how while children may resent
injustice and cruelty on the part of par-
ents, they wmever question the right of

their parents to inflict them, until they
begin to grow up. But it is true never-
theless that a parent who ill-treats a
<hild by any form of injustice, blurs
the image of God in its mind, and mur-
«ders a human soul. But does the most
mature human intelligence ever delve
further into the depths of things than
the apprehension of the mystery of God
wevealed in fatherhood, which the child
unhesitatingly and without difficulty ac-
cepts? Qur notions of God may change
from the crude authropomorphism of the
savage to the highest ideas of cultured
intelligence, we may quarrel every day
of the week as to the method and man-
ner of revelation, the expression of re-
ligious faith, and the status of religious
duties, we may even slay and torturc
human beings by the thousand for dar-
ing to inculcate doctrines 'we do not be-
lieve to be true, or in these later days,
under the same devilish inspiration, we
may persecute dissenters from our par-
ticular orthodoxy in endless, less mater-
irl, but just as agonizing ways, but as
to the central fact of revelation, do we
ever go beyoud, can our great adult
minds take us beyond the simplicity yet
profundity of the lisping child’s con-
fession, “Heavenly Father”? Was that
what Christ meant when he said, “Ex-
cept ye become as iittle children”?
Many agnostic fathers and mothers
simply abdicate the fumnction of the re-
ligious instruction of their ckildren. They
turn over their religious education .o

nurses or governesses or teachers. “We'

do not believe these things,” they tacit-
ly say, “but we do not know what to
teach you, so we will pass you on o
those who think they do.” And tie
work they make of it! The jumble of
half-heathen and half-Christian notions
which get into the mind of a child ex-
posed to the tender mercies of volun-
teer religious teachers is something to
make one alternately laugh and weep.
Such abdication, by the way, is mnot
peculiar to agnostic parents. Too many
nominal “believers allow  ignorant or
rash hands to sow all manner of strange
sceds in the soil of their children’s
minds, which they themselves leave re-
ligiously uncultivated. But the especial
disaster of the unbelieving father who
surrenders his child’s religious teaching
to another is that a wholly unnatural
element is thereby brought into family
life. Childhood reposes a touching and
beautiful comfidence in the absolute wis-
dom of ‘parents. Therefore, for them 'to
stand aside, in presence of the deepest
things of life—to say, “We cannot talk
to you about ail that; you must beiieve
what so and so tells you, though we

influenced by it. So that everyone who
succumbs to it in so doing, directly nul-
lifies its effect. Apparently then, it
will seem to some idealists that the gov-
ernment takes a very low view of policy,
in placing political exigency before the
benefit of the country. As a matter of
fact, it only seems to do so in order, if
possible, to influence the votes of weak
and venal electors. Iaving got their
votes, or failed to get them, it would
probably decide its policy on the merits
of the question. The delay and the at-
tempted undue influence upon electors
are the only real injuries. They, how-
ever, are bad enough.

L el N
DO TRADE UNIONS HELP THEIR
MEMBERS?

It is significant that the trade unions
of the United States, with possibly an
exception or two that proves the rule,
make no pretence at any endeavor to
develop the crafts either by providing
for the careful training of apprentices,
|the promotion of efficient workmansnip
or the elevation of the intellectual and
moral plane of the workingmen. The
unions exist for the purpose of driving
bargains, for obtaining the greatest pay
for the least work. There is the fur-
ther purpose of a mutuad beneficiary as-
sociation, the payment of sick and death
benefits, but this is confessedly an ex-
pedient for holding unions together dux-
[ing times of fndustrial depression ‘when
they are powerless to prevent wages

from falling. That is, when the supply
of labor exceeds the demand wages will
[ fall regardless of any action the unions
tcan take. When a factory that has
employed one hundred men has a falling
off in orders for a comsiderable period
of fifty per cent., it is obliged to give
the one hundred men: employment at but
half time or to dispense with the ser-
vices of fifty men. To force it to do
otherwise would be to force it into bank-
ruptcy. The question then arises, to
what extent can the action of a union
obtain increasing 'wages in a time of
prosperity. When the orders of a fac-
tory increase, work at full time is re-
sumed. A further increase of orders
means an increase of prices amd an in-
creased demand for products, that, al-
fecting correlated industries, quickly ex-
tends throughout ~ the manufacturing

and commercial organization. -t once
there is an increased demand for herp
of all kinds; wages rise, producers are
in competition for workmen, and under
the working of economic law, which is
as certain as the laws of physics, ages
rise to the highest level which the sell-
ing prices of the products will allow.
This has happened since the industrial
revival of 1809, and the trade union
leaders have taken all the credit, ai-
though the wages of unorganized day
labor have advanced in greater propor-
tion than the wages in any branch of or-
ganized labor; and the wages of domes-
tic servants, for example, in the vicinity
of busy Pittsburg have jumped in the
last three years from twenty-five to one
hundred per cent., notwithstanding that
there is no Union of Hired Girls. This
unorganized labor has been liquid, free-
Iy moving; orgamized labor has been
made viscid and clotty by the injection
of the unassimilable element of the la-
bor demagogue. What the labor leader
accomplishes during such a veriod has

vance had been largely achieved. The
decrease in the burden and enhancemeni
of the ease of living had been caused in
greatest degree by the advance in ma-
chinery, the improvement in appliance

vance possible, but the application of
which the trade mnions are doing their
utmost to prevent. The following anec-
dotes, the truth of which can be read-
ily substantiated, afford some further
evidence that the attitude of trade un-
ioms is mot fair either toward the work-
ingmen, the employers, or the public at
large. A professor in a 'Westerny uni-
versity, during a recent investigation at
| first hand, found in the ante-room of a
flocal wumior in New York a craftsman
wheo ten years before had gone into busi-
ness for himself, but had lately failed.
He then applied to the union to restore
him to its raunks that he might find em-
ployment, but it 'was insisted that he
bring & eard from the union to which
he had belonged ten years before. This
he could not do, because that umion
had long been disbanded and its records
scattered. He was willing to pay mul-
tiple the initiation fee of $50, and there
was mo blemish ypon his record, but in
the absence of the impossible card, the
union allowed him to plead in wain. At
a subsequent meeting the professor ask-
ed why the mam had mnot been allowed
'to earn sustenance for himself and his
family at the trade at which he was
wcompetent. The secretary,
his shoulders, said, “Oh, we den’t caTe
for him. You see we have nice work at
$4 a day, and we don’t want toe many
to get in on it.” Not leng ago the archi-

and method that will make further ad-]

shrugging:

PEGAGIARR o St S
AccoMding to a Jacobite authority,

only one drop of King Edward’s blood

is estimated pure English—that which

he derives from Margaret Tudor, wife
of James IV. of Scotland. Two drops
of French blood come
Stuart, five drops of Scotch blood from
James IV. and Darnley, Queen Mary's

from Mary

husband. Of the rest eight drops are
Danish, and four thousand and forty
are ‘German. By the same method,
every king or emperor could be proved
to be eutirely foreiga to the country he

rules over.
iy Lt
[We have not enjoyed a very forward

spring in Victoria, but by comparison
with Great Britain, we have mothing to
complain of. In ome district in Scot-
land the rainfall during January, Feb-
ruary and March of this year was 24.4
inches, as compared with 24.1 inches for
the 'whole of 1902. A correspondent
speaks of “terrents amd gales for three

months with hardly a break.”” We no-
tice also that in the neighborhood of
London enjoyment of Easter Monday
‘was seriously interfered with by blind-
mg sneowstorms.

e

CRIMINOLOGY.

The amcient theory ef crime was that
people eemimitted erimes for the same
reason porpoises come to the surface of
the ocean, because they felt like it. Hu-
man nature was -supposed to be some-
thing practically uniform among all in-
dividuals,, and the idea of the energies
of certain imdividuals being determined
in certain specific directions, was .ot

:tect of an office building under way in

had placed but two steps during an en-
tire morning, although the material was
ready for adjustment when he received
it, and that six or eight steps could reas-
onably be expected of an eordinarily effi-
cient workman. The contractor replied
that although the stairlayers were paid

erless in the hands of the umion. Dur-
ing the last fall the superintendent eof
construction was trying to rush the
work on an electric line in ‘Washington
to completion before frost. After un-
successful efforts to increase his force,
he offered a generous bounty to the men
at work to accelerate their speed and
work over-time. "They scornfully Te-
fused to listen and continued to throw
down ‘their tools at the stroke of five.
The wusefulness of a man in this world
is in proportion to his zeal and ability,
and the trade union rules are by mo
means free from aiming to repress both
of these qualities to the end of equating
each workingman's usefulness.
 ———}

SOMETHING WRONG.

"

terday before the Parliamentary com-
mittee a very strange complexion is

up to the passage of the now famous Bill

No. 16.

eific Railway, was carried out by the
government of which Mr. Dunsmuir was
the head, under the impression that

Railway Company the country was re-

$5 a day, this was their normal »perform-i
ance; that they would not adjust meore

than four steps a day, and he was POW-! ordinary .sense of the

I larity of so-called science.

By the evidence of Mr. Dunsmuir yes- |

The passage of an order-in-!
council authorizing the preparation of !
certain land grants to the Canadian Pa-, deepest dye, but that is not the point.

generally admitted. It might be more

i trawe to say that instead of an erroneous
Pittsburg called the attention of a con-|theory of crime being held, ne scientifie

g i that a.stairbuilder theory of crime was attempted at all.
gl ey salkyeis ¢ | Now, however, the seientific method has

invaded everything, and criminolegy is
becoming a well reeognized branch of
the larger science of sociolegy. So far,
in this department science is merely
greping towards results. Many people
are familiar with the work of Bertillon
and Lombroso, to the extent at least of
hawving heard their mames. The former’s
study has been largely ameongst crim-
inals, the latter’s among degenerates,
some eof them eriminals in the
word, and
some not. The object of such in-
vestigations has been to discover a
criminal diathesis visible in the consti-
tution of the bedy, from which the com-
mission of crime could be safely predict-
ed, provided the occasion of cTime pre-

|sented itself to the individual studied.
| The leaps taken by science, er we should
'say, by scientifie men, from the particu-
llar to the general are sometimes amaz-

ing to the ordinary mind, but they are
nothing at all to what is aecomplished
by the pepular imagination in that way
under the influence of the modern popu-
It is firm-
ly embedded in the popular mind that
science has discovered, or is about to
diseover, a means of accurately diagnos-
ing a presumptive criminal by the shape
of his ears, his skull, his teeth, his pal-
ate, or his left hand. "This supposition
is strengthened by the popular and quite
correct recoguition of a criminal cast of
countenance. But there is a question
whether that criminal appearance is not
a result of criminal intentions or of
criminal actions. Is it acquired through
crime or, a wvery different thing, where
it exists, accompanied by crime? If

given to the series of events which led this criminal appearance is inherent in

the. body, it should be visible in baby-
hood amd after death. We know of
course that to some people very young
babies all look like ecriminals of the

Bven if there were a . scientific astrol-
ogy which could mark for the gallows
or the cell, the babe in arms, it is quite

¢ ! certain that the popular recognition of
while these lands were valuable to the|a criminal appearance would not sup-

port such a scientific analysis. And

tomorrow, upon the penalty of ceasing:
to be called a Liberal, The policy of
the Liberal party used to be an anti-
national and anti-imperial fiscal incor-
poration in the United ‘States, by means
of so-called reciprocity. Persistence in
this policy, which was utterly antagonis-
tic to the whole genius of the country,
led the Liberal party into apparently ir-
retrievable ruin. But by abandoning it,
and adopting a different attitude to-
wards mational development, the Liber-
al party was resuscitated, and in a very
short time victorious. Decrepit as the
Corservative party had become by 1896,
Canada would never have entrusted her
destiny to the Liberals had they mot re-
canted their trade heresies and abjured
their disloyal® attitude. It looks mnow,
however, as if the Liberal party was
about again to reconstruct its ideas, a._nd
to resurrect the policy of wmreciprocity
with the United States, which has been
decently buried for some years. If the
danger to Canada were not groater than
the certainty of defeat to the Liberal
party on this isgue, we could wish for
nothing better /than such a suicidal
policy on the part of political opponents.
But we do mot desire to see Canada
humiliated, even by a government with
which Canada is mot in sympathy. To
our mind, it is terrible to hear men in
the House of Commons invite Canada
to become the ivy upon the noble tree
of United States industry, disca.n-tmg
upon the height and luxuriance to whicn
we would thereby reach. No height nor
luxuriance is attractive to us reached
in the attitude of a paracite and de-
pendent. The Canadian mation is a tree
of good stock and sturdy growth, plamnt-
ed in a noble soil. It is no vine to crawl
along the ground, or omly to upraise its
head when it finds a monarch of the
forest to which it may cling. Its oppor-
tunity of best development lies in in-
dependence, both political amd fiscal,
save in those Imperial relations where
interdependence does not predicate sl}b-
serviency, and brings mo modifying in-
fluence to bear upon local and internal
development.
—_——

THE FRANK DISASTER.

The occurrence at Frank is one of

plete catastrophes <which occasionally
remind men that they do mot altogether
control the forces of Nature. The cause
of the disaster will never probably be
accurately determined, but it is quite
certain that it was not in any way due
to veolcanic activity. It was evidently
a breaking away of the shell or surface
of the mountain, and not an eruption in
the centre of the mountain. If amny
proof of that were needed apart from
the well known geological character of
the formation, it would be found in the
fact that the interior workings of the
coal mine were undisturbed. It is im~
possible to conceive of an eruption
which would leave a mile long tumnel
uninjured and undisturbed except at its
mouth, and would permit of miners in
those workings escaping to the open air
with impunity. But although the situ-
ation was relieved of the awful dread
which men very reasonably entertain of
seismic disturbances, the catastrophe
must nevertheless have been terrible in
the extreme tQ those in its immediate
neighborhead. Tnose who were killed
were swept away im one instant of unm-
comprehended horror, and: those who
were mot- killed, did not know at what
moment the destruction they had seen
overtake their fellows, might overwhelm
themselves. Fear and pity and awe
must have been present in a paralyzing
degree, giving place only: to that splem
did human quality which catastrophe
brings out, the desire to succor and re-
lieve others. No incident of this disas-
ter more affects the imagination tham
the sudden amd wunexpected appearance
of the entombed miners. Without
warning, in the twinkling of an eye, a
whole community was devastated by. a

nor foresee the limits. Equally without

those sudden, overwhelming and com- B60000000000000000000000000000000009000000000002000
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