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What Is An Epigram ?

(Letters to Gog and Magog, by John
O’London.)

Gentlemen,—I have been taking epi-
grams in the last few days as a tonic;
they are safer than tablets and more
easily swallowed. What is an Epi-
gram? The epigram says:

What is an epigram? a dwarfish whole;
Its body brevity and wit its soul.

Coleridge wrote that. It is but a thin
account of a literary form which has
great antiquity and has been put to
every kind of use from the most sacred
to the most trivial. At root an epi-
gram is simply an inscription, and it
may be an epitaph. It was to be cut
in stone or metal, hence its brevity.
To the Greeks an epitaph was really
an epigram on a tomb. Plato’s lines,
exquisitely translated by Shelley,

Thou wert the morning star among
the living
Ere thy fair light had fled;
Now, having died, thou art,
Hesperus, giving
New splendour to the dead,

was to them both epigram and
epitaph; in either case it was a beau-
tiful poem in one stanza. But Coleridge
was thinking of the old Latin epigram
which some have attributed to Martial

without warrant:—-

Omne epigramma sit instar apis: sit
aculeus {lli;

Suit sua mella; sit et corporis exigui,

which has been rendered:—

Gees and epigrams should, if they are
not to fail,
Rave honey, small

string in the tail.

frames, and a

On this definition Mr. Aubrey Stew-
art, in his delightful little- anthology,
“English Epigrams and Epitaphs,” re-
marks justly:
the classic Greek epigram, but well
describes the

with a stretch, the not very pointad
work in this line of some classic Ger-
man authors.” The English epigram
has a wider range. Mr. Stewart’s lit-
tle volume is a treasure of pre-war
publishing. It was issued by Messrs.
Chapman and Hall twenty-three years
ago. I picked up a copy the other Jday |
in its limp leather binding, and was
caressing its beautiful pages and type
when a friend proposed to give me a
fifty per cent. profit on my bargain.
As I had paid only a shilling, this
munificent offer did not tempt me.

When Adam Delved.

The first English epigram quoted

by Mr. Stewart is the famous four-
teenth-century couplet:—

When Adam delved and Eve span,
‘Who was then the gentleman?

Is he right in attributing it to that

“mad priest of Kent” who engineered
the insurrection of Wat Tyler, John

Ball? It seems to have had a Latin'

original, which Ball may have trans-
Jated as above. Mad as he was called,
“it was in the preaching of Jolin Ball
(says Green) ihat English first listan-

ed to the knell of feudalism and fhe

declaration of the rights of man. . . .

{ Who steals the

A spirit fatal to the whole system of

| the Middle Ages breathed in the po-

pular rhyme which “condensed the
levelling doctrine of John Ball: “‘Whan
Adam delved and Eve span, who was
then the gentleman?” It is certain
that these words obtained a perman-
ent lodgment in English ears, and to-
day many people know them who have
hardly heard of Magna Charta. The
Epigram, then, can be a social gospel.

Epigrams of Revoit.

Indeed, it is often a gospel. Not very
different in tone is the couplet writ-
ten by Sir John Harington—"that
saucy poet, my godson,” as Queen
Elizabeth called him:—

Treason doth never prosper. What's
the reason?

If it doth prosper, none dare call it
treason—

a truth which has lost none of its ap-
plication in recent years. It was Har-
ington, by the way, who wrote one cf
the first, if not the first, English epi-
gram on the enclosure of commons:—

A Lord that purposed for his more
avail,

To compass in a common with a rail,

Was reckoning with his friend about
the cost

And charge of every rail and every

post;

But he (that wished his greedy hum-
our crost)

Said, Sir, provide your posts,
without failing

Your neighbours round about will find
you railing.

and

This is exactly what is happening to-
day on the South Downs, though there
the railing is provided rather by visi-
tors than the Down-dwellers. The true
form of the well-known modern epi-
grim on the same subject appears to
be this:—

'Tis bad enough, in man or woman,
To steal a goose from off a common;
But surely he’s without excuse
common from the
goose.

This is marked Annoymous My Mr.
Stewart, and I doubt very much whe-
ther it can be traced to Ebenezer
Elliott, the Corn Law Rhymer, to
whom my confrere, “Jackdaw,” was
inclined last week to attribute it. As
early as 1804 it was being quoted, anil
Elliott was then only twenty-four; his
“Rhymes” did not appear until 1831.

“One of the Finest in the Language.”

Dr. Johnson considered that Dr.
Doddridge’s family motto, “Dum
Vivimus Vivamus” (while we live let
us enjoy life), was not very suitable
for a Christian divine, but that his
rendering of it was one of the finest
epigrams in the English language.

Live while you live, the epicure would

“It is not applicable to

say,
And seize the pleasure of the fleeting

day.
Live while you live, the sacred preach-
er cries,

Latin method, the And give to God each moment as it
French, the Italian, the Spanish, and, |

flies.
Lord, in my view let both united be,
I live in pleasure while I live to Thee.

On.a less exalted plane of philosophy
are the well-known lines: —

'Tis an excellent world that we live

in
To lend to spend, or to give in;

i But to borrow or beg, or get a man’s

own,
"Tis the worst world that ever was
known.

This has been attributed to “Hudibras”
Butler, and to the Earl of Rochester.

The epigram has played an interest-
ing and mordant part in literary cri-
ticism. Dryden used it nobly in the
| lines that he wrote to appear under
Milton's portrait:—

Three Poets, in three
born,
Greece, Italy, and -England did adorn.

distant ages

The first, in loftiness of thought sur-
pass'd;

The next in majesty; in both the last.

The force of Nature could no further

03
To x:ake a third, she joined the former
two.
In his fine collection, “The Epigram-
matists,” the Rev. H. P. Dodd remarks
that Dryden probably knew and de-
veloped a Latin couplet, written by
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Printing of all kinds &

Loose Leaf Work.

We devote our whole

time and attention to pro-

ducing the best of work, and our patrons are never

disappointed.

PAPERS—We carry all grades and colors from
the Best Ledger to the finest Letter Head. Get

our samples.

We make Loose Leaf Forms of every description.
For this work we have imported the most up-to-

date machinery.

See some of our work.

We supply Envelopes, Letter Heads, Bill Heads,

Statements, Checks, Receipts,

Order Forms, Fish
Cards,
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Receipts
Personal Stationery, ete., prmted m the finest

style.
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very little gasoline.
proud of it if you
win Dozens
of boys and girls
have won them

W
ICE LENS

Answer

NICENETS N

ERE are four riddles for boya and
wise heads. We told the artist to

pictures to represent the riddles, but he
goesed the right answeand put them in too!
we barred him from the contest and told him
to keep it a secret. Lucklly, be got the answers
€ wiser,
letters be-
neath each riddle picture and put them in their
right order to spell the nght words, you will have
It isn’t an easy task. Good
thinking, patience And perseverance may find you

all jumbled up, so you won't be an{
If you can unscramble the jumbled
the right answers,

the answers. Tr

y X
1f you think you have found the anewers, write
per.
your name
a d address in the upper right-hand corner of
e page. Handwriting, spelling, punctuation and
neatness will count if more than one

them carefully on a sheet of white
on nothing but your four anéwers an

genern
answer is correct.

We will write and tell you immediately if you
are correct, and send you a handsome illustrated

list of all the prizes that you can win.

irls with

raw the

Here are the names of only
a few of the boys and girls to
whom we have already award-
ed big prizes:
Earl ]. Beattie, Surf Inlet, B.C., Chum-
my Culver Racer, Value $250.00
Dwyre, Elgin, Ont
Earnest Fisher, Momreal
Helen Smith, Edmonton, Alta.
trice Hughes, Huenmore
{le Benson, Hamilton, Ont..
elen Benesch, Junkms Alta..
Florence Nesbitt, Arnprior, Ont. ..
Bryden Foster, Leamington, Alta.
Frankie Kirby, Three Hills, Alta.
Mary Proctor. Vancouver, B.C..
Eva Casson, North Bay, Ont

Put

What Others . =i
Have Done YOU Can Do

$10.00 Doll and Carriage

The contest will close on June 20, 1921, at 5.30 p.m.

We will send vou the names of many others too. Only boys
and girls 17 years of age and under may send answers, and each
boy and girl will be required to perform a small service for us.

1 your answers this very evening to

THE RIDDLEMAN
Dept. 136 253-259 Spadina Ave., Toronto, Ont.

Runs up to 25 miles an ho:{l!pudlnd nses

You

Kodak Fold
Watch and

.00 Eastman Kodak
5.00 Bracelet Watch

chine, with

1921
odel

THE PRIZES

FIRST PRIZE, Genuine Culver
Chummy Racer

Second Prize, Real Typewriter....

Third Prize, Genuine Autographic

VALUR
40.00

ing Camera .00

Fourth Prize, Magnificent Gold

Chain or Girl's

Wrist Watch

Fifth Prize, French Baby Doll and
Wieker Carriage

Sixth Prize, Moving Picture Ma-

Film

Seventh to Tenith Prizes, Self-filler
Fountain Pens, each

Selvaggi, which has been rendered: —

Greece boasts her Homer, Rome her
Virgil’s name,

But England’s Milton vies with both
in fame.

It was Pope who wrote:—

Sir, I admit your general rule

‘| That every poet is a fool;

But you yourself may serve to show it
That every fool is not a poet.

Mr. Stewart, however, points out that
this is really a translation of an old
French epigram.

Mr. Leach Made a Speech.

The Law and the Universities have
been hot-beds of epigram. A very curi-
ous example is Sir George Rose's “Re-
cord of a Case.” It originated in the
request of a law-reporter who, when
called away from the court, asked Mr.
Rose to make a note of anything im-
portant that might occur in his ab-
sence. On his return he found the fol-
lowing in his note-book:—

Mr. Leach made a speech
Angry, neat, and wrong;
Mr. Hart, on the other part,
Was learned, dull, and long;
Mr. Trower spoke for an hour,
And then sat down quite hot;
Mr. Bell spoke very well
Though nobody knew about what;
Mr. Parker made the case darker,
Which was dark enough without;
Mr. Cooke cited a book,

And the Chancellor said, “I doubt.”

The Chancellor was Lord Eldon, and
“I doubt” was his favourite expression.
Mr. Leach afterwards became Master
of . the Rolls and Mr. Hart Vice-Chan-
cellor of Ireland. The peculiarities of
all the men named are faithfully re-
corded. When this epigram became
public it was repeated everywhere,
and soon came round to Eldon, who a
few weeks later dismissed a case
which Rose had argued very earnestly
before him with the waggish remark,
“The judgment must be against your
clients; and here, Mr. Rose, the Chan-

,| cellor does not doubt.”

One of the best of all Oxford epi-
grams is anonymous, and concerns ‘he
inexhaustible personality of Dr.
Jowett:—

I am the Reverend Benjamin Jowett,

What there is to know I know it;

I am the Head of Balliol College,

And what I don’t know isn’t know-
ledge.

The writing of epigrams is one of
the finest of literary exercises.
I am, gentlemen,
Yours faithfully,
JOHN O'LONDON.

Minard’s Liniment Co., Limited.
' Gents,—A customer of ours reliev-
ed a very bad case o? distemper in a
valuable horse by the use of MIN=
ARD’S LINIMINT.
Yours truly,
VILANDIE FRERES.

The Sailor’s Chantey.

The term “chantey” is given only
to the work-songs used on a vessel.
It ‘is admitted to have been taken from
the French word “chanter.” The man
elected a leader, a “chantey-man,”
was expected to extemporize and to
give the passing events in rhythm to
the song. The true chantey is a folk-

0l | song. It is difficult to trace the melo-

dies. ~ Cecil Sharp declares the sail-

jf | ors’ chantey to be the last of the labor
Nl | songs to survive in England. Every

country has its group of sea songs,
but England has the greater mumber.
The sea-chantey does not possess the
huwﬂcal vslnl M !! admitted the

The Oldest 1. 0. U.

An unpaid note for four shekels in
silver, bearing 40 per cent. annual
interest for nearly 4,000 years, was
found recently among the clay tablets
at the University of . Pennsylvania
Museum. The note, was given by a
man named Bur-Mama to Il Sinnut-
um, in October, 1962 B.C., the “year
in which King im-Sin occupied the
town of Dur-Damigilisha.” There
were four witnesses to the note. In-
stead of signatures the witnesses
placed their seals on the documént,
and were not liable for payment un-
less it was shown they knew the
character of Bur-Mama was bad when
they swore it was good. A shekel of
silver at the time the note was made
was equal to about $100 at the present
time.

Poverty in Australia.

Water will not run up hill, and every
tradesman and shopkeeper raises his
prices, as his wages bill increases.
Some people might say that in such
circumstances the only. real remedy ‘s
economy. But such people evidently do
not grasp the depth and intensity of

the general poverty of the community.
The evidences are piled up on every
hand. Drapers bargain sales are
everywhere crowded with famale pur-
chasers; picture shows in profusion
are crammed with audiences; trotting
meetings are nightly attended by thon-
sands; and race meetings are patroniz-
ed more freely than ever. The trams
are packed closer and tighter than
ever with people who have evidently
lost the capability of walking a mile.
—Perth (Australia) Western Mail.

Ripe Bananas, Cucumbers,
Cocoanuts, Grape Fruit, whole-
sale and retail, at GLEESCN’S.
108 Water St.-—febl13.fs,tf

Which Explained It.

The Vicar was addressing the child-
ren at the village school.
“This morning, children, I propose

to offer you an epitome of the life of;

St. Paul. Now, .children, can anyone '
tell me what an epitome is?”

There was an awful silence. The
word had paralyzed the youngsters,
80 the good man went on:—

“Epitome, children,
nification, synonymous
sis!”

is, in its sig-

with synop-

Why, Indeed !

Youngsters have curious ideas about
age—rather surprising to their elders.
Little Marie was sitting on her grand-
father’s knee one dag and, after look-
ing at him intently for a time, she
said: “Grandpa, were you in the Ark?” |

“Certainly not, my dear,” answered
the astonished old man.

“Then why weren't you drowned?”’

Wanted Them at Last.

An old couple had saved hard all'
their lives and with the money had
bought a beautifully furnished house.
One day the old woman missed her
man and called out to him:—

i the couch, I hope!”
| “No, on the floor.”
“Not on that carpet!” came in tones |

of anguish.

“No; I've rolled it up!”—
! Veteran.
{
|

Western

The Young Man’s Boot! Men’s
{ Dark Tan Laced Boots with rub-
ber heels; makes an excellent

Fall Boot, for $13.50 at SMALL- '

WOOD’S.—sep25,tt

smooth as can be.
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Have You Tried an Adjusted Gillette Shave ?

This is an exclusive extra-comfort feature of the Gillette Safety Razor.
Have you taken advantage of it? Some Gillette users never do, because even
without it they get so good a shave they never think of looking for a better one.
Others, though, get still greater comfort, by adjusting the blade to suit the skin
and the closeness of the shave they want.

If the beard is soft or the skin tender, screw the handle up tight, drawing
the edge of the blade close to the guard, so that it slips lightly over the face.

For closer work on a heavy beard loosen the handle an eighth of a turn.
The blade gets more hold and shaves extra clean, leaving the face as

You'll quickly find the adjusfment that just suits you—and then you'll enjoy
your lelettc ‘more than ever.
Whatever adjustment you like best, be sure

to use the Angle Stroke, drawing the edge of

the blade across the beard. This is a very

‘simple featare, and one that makes the
adjastable Gillette shave really perfect.

| Gillette Safety Razor
"Co of Canada, Limited, 7

Office and Factory:

 65.73 St. Alexander St., Mobraol

So can you.

“Where are you, Thomas? Not nn
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ROUGE JONTEEL

imparts to the comj
the natural glow of i
health. Applied spari
it cannot be detecte
daylight or artificial

Wonderful adhering
ties and of a popular tint
Comes in solid tablet form
in beautiful ﬁm\n l
of chatelaine size, wi

|

Price 75c. per box.

PETER "VIARA,

The Druggist,
THE REXALL STOGRE.
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NOTICE
TO OUR CUSTOMERS,

For several years
sole packers of Ar
y brated Salmon. Tl
packing under the 1
Norris & Son. We take
;nit)’ of thanking our
{their patronage in the p:
guarantee them as g

|
|

we have hee
rose Jar

ne

]the future when 3

Brand Salmon (the

! packed by Jas. Norris & Son

'J H. ROBERTS is our

! Agent in St. John

ed at all times to qu 1ote pr
JAS. NOR I.m

sep25,s,m,th,1m

GIVE US A CHANCE

Ladies and ¢
give us a chance to sl
just how an old Suit, O
coat, Raglan, Trench
or Hat can be made to look
like new. We do Alterin
Turning, Cleaning, Wash
ing, Repairing, Hat Clean:
ing and Pressing.

The Clothes Hospital,

SON

e 5 & McMurdo & Gominny, Limited.
;Co., Ltd. G. Knowling, Limited:
: : ; - Duley & Compa.ny, umited.

{Boots,
-onlys

C. J. O’KEEFE, Clothes Doctor,
200 Duckworth Street
(Opp. T. & M. Winter's).
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We Have Been \ppwmed ,:
Sole Agents for Nfid. for

MACKINTOSH’S
FAMOUS TOFFEE.

as supplied to the Royal §
Household.
Orders Solicited.

BAIRD & (0.,

Water Street East.

——
W. F. CANNING,
Geole~ist & Civil Enginee®

Examination of Mining
and Timber Prospects.
Water Power Develo
ment and General Envineet
ing,

- 50 SHEEHAN STREET

P. 0. Box 1209.
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L)dies Black Kid High L3
with a good walk
forth $11.00 per

heel. ;
5 at SMALLWOOD

-epzs,u_




