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dle of Mystery

CHAPTER XVIL
THE COUNT'S NEXT MOVE.
(Concluded.)

“You've been a long time with Mr.
Cheriton, Dessie, considering that, as
you say, all is at an end Dbetween
you.”

“Tom went within five minutes of
leaving this room,” answered the
girl, after a glance of momentary as-
tonishment at her friend’s tone. “1
have been upstairs.”

“I hope you have made up your
mind to end this mysterious secrecy.
1t is very unpleasant for everyone.”

“«I should be only too glad to end
it, Dora,. if I could. I should not
break my heart and spoil my life for
the mere fun of the thing,” she an-
swered, beginning to resent the
widow’s manner.

At that moment the Count rose. He
scented the coming storm, and had
no wish to interfere with it.

“Don’t go, Godefrni,” said Dora,
laying a hand on his arm to, detain
him, and looking unusually determin-
ed. - He sat down again to listen. *I
want to say something to Dessie
while you are here. For some reason
or other she has set herself against
you, and we have had more than one
talk about it. I want her now to
know, while we are all together, that
I take her prejudice against you as
hostile to myself, and as something
particularly distasteful. Do you un-
derstand me, Dessie?” she asked,
turning to her.

“I can scarcely  fail to understand
what that means, Dora.”

“Well, when I tell you that we have
determined to be married this day
week

“So soon!” exclaimed the girl,
starting, and looking uneasy.

“Yes, so soon. Have you any ob-
jection?” asked Mrs. Markham, with
a ‘look of sarcasm. “You are very
peculiar, Dessie, very peculiar indeed
about my marriage. One would sup-
pose 1 don’'t know what—to hear and
see you. It is very unfortunate that
we have this difference. You and I
have always been such good friends
that I thought it would be the great-
est pleasure in the world for us to
be together at such a time; but you
act in such a singular way that——"

Dessie locked hard at the Count de
Montalt, on whose face, half averted,
she seemed to see a smile of mocking
triumph under the forced expression
of indifference, and then a sharp
glance at her friend showed her that
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cretory systems.
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well as irritability and depression.

You cannot imagine a more satis-
factory treatment. One pill: a ‘dose,
25 cents a box, at all dealers, or Ed-
wanson, Bates & Co., Toronto.

xis!

the latter was flushed with irritation,
but so far nervous as to suggest that
she was really putting some compul-
sion on herself to take a step she did
not. like.

“1 understand you now, Dora, at
any rate,” said the girl. “You are be-
ing hurried, whether you know it or
not, into this marriage, and part of
the arrangement is that you and I
should be seperated. I will go, my
dear, without any further words.”

She rose and walked to the door
and then turned and said, “Before I
go I shall see you, but let it be alone.
And then she went out, leaving boti
her hearers with the impression that
she had hzd the best of the encounter.

It was hard that at such a moment
this additional blow should have been
struck, .and Dessie felt this; but as
she would not give the feeling rein
and her chief thought as she went
away to get ready was one of dis-
may that the marriage was to take
place so soon, and that she cannot
stop it.

R, T
CHAPTER XVIIL

CLOSING IN.

It was with a brave but sad heart
that Dessie Merrion faced the new
develocpment in her affairs. Very lit-
tle was said either by her or Mrs
Markham before she left Edgcumbc
Square, although both felt the es-
trangement keenly. Mrs. Markham
on her side, would not press Dessie
to stay, for fear of giving offense tc
the Count de Montalst; while the girl
on her side, was too hurt to say @
word.

She
those
to her
gested—the

passed the evening giving
little touches of arrangement
rooms which her taste sug-
little simple changes

homliness and comfort.

Afterwards, she went through the
papers in the safe, to ascertain whic!
had been stolen by the Count; and she
soon ascertained that he had gained
all his knowledge for the little dairy
in which she had been in the habit
of jotting down notes of
events, sometimes in shorthand, and
sometimes in a kind of cypher; just
a date, or a line of reference, and on-
ly very rarely with any fulness. It
was this book which had betrayed
her; and the loss of it set her dream-
ing and thinking of the curious facts
in her life—which it
briefly.

Gradually her thoughts settled, and
the great care which had come
swooping down on her life, like a
huge dark cloud, absorbed them.

It was inevitable that she should
have grave doubts about the prudence
of the course she had taken, as well
as the right of it.
all her thoughts was the passionate
protest against losing the man she
loved, and

 out him.

ihg day after day,

man and wife?
fresh and sweet and pleasant,
she sighed, deeply and heavily.

him.
devil to do his worst.
how could 1 marry him? ~How could
I bear to pass my life waiting for the
blow to fall that would let the world
know that his wife was the sister of

which gave the place such an air of

important

chronicled so

At the bottom of

C it filled her with dismay
to think of what life would be with-

“Heow shall I be able to -go on liv-
week after week,
without the thought that the day is
some time to dawn which will see us
It was the salt of my
life: The one thing tkat kept all else
and
made life ‘'worth living. But now”—

“I wonder if I ought to have told
If 1 ought to have dared that
But there—

ed upon the children, indeed'
vet, what have I ever done to deserve
this?
guch a father. Happy the woman who
has no need to think with shame of a
father’s life!”

Then came another: pause in the
thread.

“I wigh I was twenty years older.
If 1 was only forty-five—-I wonder
what I shall be at forty, or if I shall
live so long, and what my life will be:
like. 1 suppose there will come a
time when .I shall be able to think
about my work again.. To take the
drab-coloured warp of reality and
weave in the fancy-coloured threads
of my little puppets’ lives. Well, I
shall able to “weite' realisti-
cally enough about sorrow and
trouble, and heart-sickening disan-
pointment! A lonely’ figure, probab-
ly shabby, seared with the lines of
trouble on my face, but always alone,
because carrying a burden of secrecy
that not a soul may share. I sup-
pose if T go out to-morrow and use
my eyes in the streets I shall see
fifty little old women, any one of

now he

what I shall be in the future. I,
have done nothing; while ‘that
whose life has been saturated
evil deeds— But I'm a fool
I must do something,”
some work,

w 1th

iike this;
‘umping up she found
~nd forced herself to do it.

But the evening was a most lone-
some and wretched one, and despite
wouild go back to her lover.
her of him.

gpirited. The second post
her a letter from Tom Cheriton,
which gave her heart, though it near-
ly brought tears to her eyes.

“D.D.—Same as ever you see, and
refuse ever to be different. The un-
cle very .bad, and very glad to see
me to-night. I told him all about
you; and you'll have to come down
here: I painted you in such colours
that I think he's in love with you
himself. You'll have
morrow, I expect. I'm going to be
idle, I can tell you. So look out. T.”

“P.S.—Keep a bag
down here in case of emergency. But
vou'll hear all about it.” .

Dessie read the letter over and ove:
again, and tried to pretend that it did
not make her hopeful. But it did fo:
a long time; until she
thought again all the terrible conse-
quences to her sister and herseli
which must follow if she dared to sel
the Count de Montalt at defiance.

There was no escape.

fulness and resolution in the

ter to the dock and probably
gallows, if they dared to
with him.

Thus the hope which her lover’:
little kind letter kindled was extin-
guished, but the perplexitey at somc
of the references remained. “You'll
have a surprise to-morrow!”

What suhprise? What could he b
going to do? Something kindl:
meant, of course, but what could it
be? And the more frequently sh
read the letter the less could she
understand it.

She tried to start
story, ‘but her thoughts
run in one groove, and she sat biting
the end of the pen and guessing wha
Tom ment by the “surprise.”

She idled unwillingly but irresisti
bly in his way for an hour or two, un:-
til work being out of the question sh¢
resolved to go for a walk. As shq
went out she gave instructions, cleai
.and explicit enough now that unde:
no circumstances was anyone e€vel
to be admitted to her rooms in hei
absence.

“Not that it would have matterec
much”, she thougpt. “If that man
meant to get into my rooms and rum
mage them he would have done il
whatever precautions Mrs. Tonkiu
might have taken. He would have
broken in if necessary.” Her walk
cheered and braced her a bit, and
after a light dinner, which she toolr
at a small club of which she was a
member, she returned home determin-
ed to go to work.

The Count de Montalt had called
during her absence she was told, and

writing a littl
would onl
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had left a message thatl he wished to

man [ that he would pay her
to mlk‘

and |

rer most resolute efforts her thoughts’|

i
Every- |
thing in the place seemed to remind |

In the morning she was less low- |
|
brought

a surprise to-

packed to come

ran over in

All the hope-
world
could not battle against the one grim
fact that the man could send her sis-
to the
interfere

a murdress? How hard this world
The sins of the fathers are visit-i

drop of

Scott’s Emulsion

ALL DRUGGISTS

see her on urgent business that after-

whom will stand to me for a type of‘ noon early
who |

She had indeed partly anticipated
a visit. She
had done nothing toward carrying out
the second part of the bargain with
the Count—the restoration of the
;jewels. Probably -he had called for
| them.

He arrived almost before she had
had time to take off her hat, and his
manner now was considerably chang-
ed towards her. It was no longer ef-
fusively polite, but-inelined rather to
| bulley and threaten.

|

“] was surprised not to see .you
this morning,” he said, somewhat
brusquely. “You must have expected
me, and you know:, of course, the ob-
‘ ject of my visit.”

“What is it?”

“1 have come for the jewels of mine
which you have in your possession.”

“They ‘are not here,” said Dessie
Guite as abruptly. “1 forgot to get
them, and they are not here.”

The Deposgit
is close here.
I thought

“You can get them.
Company'’s Safe Depot
[ am not to be trifled with.
you knew that.”

“I am not trifling with you; but I
{ will not do amything in a hurry,” she
ahswered. ‘You know, too well, that
to use your means of forcing me must
result only in spoiling your own
plans. I am not Dora,” said Dessie.
looking at him resolutely,

“No, not Dora; Dorothy,” he answer-
ed significantly—"“Dorothy Marlow.”

“] understand your implied threat
but.it is mere empty air in;this case,”
retorted Dessie. 1 shall do what 1
said—but I shall do it in my own way
You seem to think that all are like
yourself—never to be trusted to do a
thing unless the whip is always Ilift-
ed.”

“The whip I lift has blood knots in
the lash,” he answered, angrily, “and
[ do not suppose you are likely to act
out of sheer affection.”

He ended with a sneering laugh.

Dessie made no reply to this: and
after a pause he continued, in quite 2
changed half banter, hait
seriousness.

To be continued.
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