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or Assessment Rolls to such meeting, end to 
permit the use of the eemc for the purpose afore
said or to deliver to some one of such Selectors of 
Jurors previous to «he day of meeting of such 
Selectors, a certified copy or certified copies of 
such Roll or Rolls in which latter case, it shall 
be the dmy of such Selector to bring each certi
fied copy or copies of such Roll or Roll# to such 
meeting of the said Selectors, snd tbs said Se
lectors shall proceed thereoo aa if the earns were 
the original Assessment Roll or Rolls of such 
City, Town, Village, or Township for the pres
ent yesr. And be it enscted. That it shall be 
the duty of the different Clerks of the Peace in 
Upper Canada, to perform for the residue of the 
present year, the duty hereinbefore by law requi
red of them as regards Jurors and Juries, their 
Selection and Return and all things incident 
thereto, although the Assessment Rolls of ihe dif
ferent Townships snd other places within their 
respective Counties or Unions of Counties may 
not have been deposited with them as heretofore, 
and to enable them to do so, it shall be the doty 
of the Officer or person in whose charge or cus
tody any such Roll may in fact he, to give to ev
ery ouch Clerk of the Peace free nccees to all 
each Relie at all seasonable times for the purpose 
aforesaid. And in default thereof, every each of
ficer or person shall forfeit and pay the tom of 
£50 to be sued for and recovered In any of Her 
Majesty's Courts of competent jurisdiction by 
any person who will sue for the same, one-half 
thereof to the use of such person, his Executors 
and Administrators, and the oilier half thereof to 
the us# of Her Majesty, Her ll-irs, aiufSucces
sors, for the public use of this Province. Provi
ded always, nevertheless, that the provision by 
this section made with respect to Jorors and Ju
ries for the present year, and all other Acts of 
Parliament and laws io force in Upper Canada 
Immediately preceding the passing of this Act 
In respect of the same, may by the Governor of 
this Province for the time being, hy proclamation 
under the Greet Seal thereof, if he shall think it 
expedient to issue the same, be continued in 
force for and during the year of our Lord 1851, or 
such part thereof as in and hy such proclamation 
may be prescribed, it* which esse all Juries shall 
he returned, summoned, and empapneled as here
tofore till the expiration of the lime so prescribed 
In and by such proclamation, anything herein 
contained to the contrary thereof notwithstand
ing.

HURON SIGNAL.
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24. I860.

THE BILL OF SALE: OR, A RECIPE 
FOR MAKING GENTLEMEN.

Is the whole English vocabulary of names, 
title»and dignities, there is no word more 
coveted, more common and more abused 
than the word Gentleman. In its proper 
acceptation, it signifies n man of honor.— 
We do not mean one who wears long hair 
on hie upper lip, and swears by hie honor, 
and fights duels—we mean an honest man— 
a man who, unintimidated by popular cus
tom or opinion, and not actuated by the 
paltry motives arising from a fear of Church 
censure, or a dread of losing caste, dischar
ges hie obligations to society—acts with 
promptitude and integrity towards hie fel
low men, simply because he believes it is 
hie duty to do so. Such a man is a Gentle
man—and whether he wear a black coat or

indenture. But, however good might have
keen the intention of this law—in practice, 
it le utterly useless—it is no preventive of | 
fraud—tot instance—Tom and Dick may 
enter into a private arrangement to defraud 
Dick's creditors by a written document calls 
ed a “Bill ot Sale," granted to Tom, and 
may get Harry to witness the drawing up 
and signing of this instrument, but Harry 
has no means of knowing whether the bars 
gain is a reality or a mere sham. He can 
only swear to what he saw, and what was 
told him, and further the law requiretb not.

Wc have had an opportunity of examining 
135 Bills of Sale filed in the office of the, 
County Court Clerk, since the 30th of Aus 
gust, 1849, and out of this number not more 
than 60 can be regarded as indentures of 
honest Bargains, the other 75 may safely be 
pronounced “ Legal Records of Dishoness 
ty.” A large proportion of them are mere 
“ family affairs,” and the names of the Mort1 
gagor and Mortgagee occupy the same cols 
umn in the Alphabetical Index, thus— 
“Simon the Tanner, to Simon the Currier/' 
“ Darby Ducherty to Dennis Docherty,” or 
perhaps to “ Darby Docherty the Younger,” 
kc. kc., bearing, on the very face of them, 
strong presumptive evidence of wilful, eyss 
tematic fraud. A large number of those 
who glory in the name of “ Gentleman 
maintain their imaginary dignity—keep up 
appearances, and swim on smoothly thro’ 
society by practising this fraud ! It is bus 
initiating to think that there is no difficulty 
In finding men who carry a high head 
in the world—who occupy prominent posts 
lions in society—who would just as soon 
be hanged as identify themselves with bons 
est labor, and who give “ parties” and drink 
champane, and yet every article in and a-» 
round their establishment, from the wash
basin to the mahogany sofa, bas been ob* 
tained on credit, and is secured by a “ Bill 
of Sale,” given, not to an honest, bonajide 
creditor, but to some old maiden aunt or 
superanuated second cousin, who perhaps 
never was worth five pounds at any one 
time during her life, and who becomes a 
party to the “ Bill of Sale” for the exclusive 
purpose of defrauding the honest tradesman 
and merchant who are the rightful owners 
of the property ! What a host of poor, na
ked, hungry, houseless, helpless beggars 
would be exhibited if the merchant, the tai
lor, the tinker, the shoemaker, the carpenter 
and the cabinet-maker could only get back 
the credited property which enables these 
creatures to assume the name and appear- 
ot Gentlemen ! But is that man a Gentle
man who lives by getting into debt, and 
then by a legal swindle, avoids the payment 
of it ? Do costly clothing and superb furni
ture constitute a Gentleman, if he has cheat
ed the merchant of the price of the materi
al, and the tradesman of the price of the 
labor ? Certainly not. “ An honest man’s 
the noblest work of God,” and to talk of ai brown one, whether be inhabit a magnif .... _ ,

icent Hall or a log hut, hi. r.ghteous claim d,thon/at ^non, ,s just equal to speak- 
. ___’ ___ » ; I mg of a whito blackbird !to this title is the rame. This is an admr 

rable character, and, hence, it is coveted, be
cause there is, even in the'worthless speci
mens of human nature, a latent tendency to 
venerate and desire that which is really hon
orable and good.

It would perhaps, be vain and unprofita
ble to enquire into the causes which have 
led to the total prostitution of the term 
“ Gentleman.” It is sufficiently mortifying 
to know that in our own day, the name has 
become of almost general application. It is 
assumed with equal confidence and compla
cency by the virtuous and the vagabond,and 
is merely recognised as the common repre
sentative of all those who can contrive to 
live without working, and to wear a certain 
quality of cloth. Honest labor has thus 
become dishonored, end the poor, virtuous 
man, if not exactly despised, is, at least, 
viewed as a sort of unfortunate, harmless, 
vulgar existence, vegetating on the extreme 
verge of fashion and civilization. Among 
the multitude of shifts, suffice, and strata
gems resorted to by the mean and unprinci
pled, in order to be included in the class 
“ Gentleman,” the most despicable and fash
ionable is the Bill of Sale. As this is 
comparatively a new document in law, and 
as wo hopo it is peculiar to Canada, we 
roust give a brief explanation of it for the 
benefit of the hundreds who may read these 
remarks, and who have never heard of a 
“ Bill of Sale.” It is a simple form of Mort
gage on personal property, in which the 
Mortgagor acknowledges the receipt of a 
certain consideration paid by the Mortgagee 
on certain articles therein specified. The 
reel owner of the property is still allowed 
to retain possession of the articles, and to 
nee them as formerly, either as a matter 
of generous accommodation from the Mort
gager, or till tlio expiry of a period of re-

We do not think there is any criminality 
in getting into debt. Nay, we can suppose 
circumstances in which a man might be jus. 
tillable in contractingdebt which he had not 
even a prospect of paying. We can see no 
harm io obtaining credit erf a horse or a 
carriage if you really need it; and if you are 
rather a doubtful character, We can sec 
just as little harm in your giving the 
a man Mortgage or Bill of Sale on his own 
horse or carriage, as security for the pay
ment of the price agreed on. But if a man 
gets credit of an article and mortgages it 
to another man than the owner, and espe
cially if he mortgages it to his uncle or hie 
aunt, or some other friend to whom he 
really owes nothing, and from whom he re» 
ceives nothing, such a man is to all intents 
and purposes, a rascal. And however fine 
may be the quality of his coat, or, at least 
of the tailor's coat which he wears, and 
however respectable the posilioil which he j 
occupies in Society, neither his coat nor 
his calling can entitle him to the respect of 
an honest man. Wo have no hesitation in 
saying that the Gentleman mania is, at 
present, the greatest curse that afflicts 
society. Io almost every community of a 
thousand people, or two hundred families, 
you will find from ten to twenty men who 
pretend to be gentlemen, and who, in reali
ty, are existing as a useless and an expen 
eivc burthen on the industry of their fellow 
townsmen ! They look upon the indus
trious tra.'esman as a kind of inferior crea
ture, who was created as it were to serve 
their necceesities; and yet there is not a 
tradesman nor even a laborer, down to the 
sawer of cordwood,' who does not contri
bute his annual quota to keep up this ehsm 
genteelity. We have no objection to a 
man riding on the tip top of that fantastic 
thing called fashion, providing ho rides at

“ Party !" Is not this • revolting picture
of human depravity ! And ie the world to 
be always cursed with this humiliating pau
perism! There is, we think, only one way of | 
getting quit of this degradation of our spe
cies, and that ie by urging upon society the 
necessity, nay, the moral obligation of call
ing things by their proper names—<>f con
fining the term “ Gentleman" to men who 
pay their debts—and of calling a man 
rascal (irrespective of hie position or pro*» 
tensions^ who keeps up appearances beyond 
his income, and secures a houseful of costly 
furniture against the just claims ol his 
Merchant and bia tradesman, by a spurious 
“Bill of Sale."

“ Our contemporary is rather excited be
cause we have not denied explicitly enough 
f<>ir him that His Excellency was ill-treated 
in Goderich. At least, that seems to be 
what he drives at, in a round about way.

“ We, in the first place, simply stated 
the facts—giving an account of the quiet 
way in which the reception passed off, and 
the feet thst “ three cheers were given for 
the blue jackets, and three groans for Hie 
Excellency.”

“To the credit of Goderich be it es id, that 
we bear of no insult having been offered to 
the man who has assisted hie designing 
Ministers to do so much mischief."

The above is the latest attempt of the Huron 
Loyalist. It is exactly such a mean, cowardly, 
eoeaking attempt as we would expect from a 
reckless, anonymous character, who had made 
the important discovery that hie flagrant false
hoods were hostile to his own pecuniary inte
rests. It bears no evidence of moral compunc
tion—no manly avowal of error either wilful or 
unintentional. It is a mere " sneaking out” by 
attempting to give a false couloring to the 
offensive falsehood. He says “ We, in the first 
place, simply stated the facts” ( !) Now a num
ber of the principal men in Goderich, published 
a declaration declaring that what the Loyalist 

j here calls “facts,” were unfounded “false
hoodst,” and are we now to believe from this 
last effort of the Loyalist that these respectable 
men made a public declaration of a common lie ? 
Really, the “ We ” of the Loyalist muet bave a 
lofty opinion of the probity of eom^>f the best 
men of what he calls his own party/ If by 
“ our contemporary,” the writer means the 
Editor of the Signal, we assure him that he is 
under a mistake, for we are not at all “excited: 
because be has not msnfully acknowledged hie 
error—for whether the “ We ” of the lAtya/ist 
means the “ six-weeks Editor,” or the other 
three alternating editors, we beg leaVfc to assure 
him and them, that, turning honest and honorable 
is the only possible manner in which they can 
either excite or disappoint us. We have, how
ever, seen a letter from one of the moat respecta
ble Conservatives in the Province, containing 
his private opinion of the Loyalist, (perhaps the 
editors have seen it too?) and judging from its 
sentiments, we are disposed to think that some 
of the Conservatives are becoming “ rather 
excited !”

•'* _____ _____
I» last week’s Loyalist we find the following 

preface to some dog-star effusion of the renown
ed A. F. Morgan, the Colonel of the First 
Hnrons:—

A well-known aldsrmae was taken to 
see the Hlppopotemae. He looked at it in 
tently for a quarter of an hour, and then 
burst out of hie reverie withz the following 
remark :11 wonder whet, whet sort of soup 
it would make f—[Punch.

A clergyman lecturing one afternoon to 
hie female parishioners, said t—* Be not 
proud that our Lord paid your aex the dis
tinguished honour of appearing first to a 
female after the resnrection, for it was

to litigation, sends

only done that the glad news might spread 
abroad the sooner.*

To Shakb orr Troohli.—Set about 
doing good to somebody; put on your hat; 
and go and visit the sick, and the poor, 
inquire into their wants and administer 
unto them; seek out the desolate end op
pressed, and tell them of the consolations 
of religion.

A negro was brought up before the Maj
or of Philaelphia for stealing chickens.— 
The theft was conclusively proved. ‘Well 
Toby / said bis honor, * what have you got 
to say for yourself ?’ ‘ Nuffio, but die Boss: 
I was as crazy as a bed bug when I stole 
dat ’ar pullet, co« I mite hab stole de big 
rooster an’ neber done it. - Dat shows 
’clueively to my mind dat I was laboring 
under de dilireum tremendus.'

Franklin's Mode of Lending Money wie pe 
collar, and we believe is seldom followed et the 
present day. “ I send you a bill of ten louis d’ors- 
I do not pretend to give much, I only lend it to 
you. When you return to your country,France, 
you cannot fail of getting into eome kind of bu
siness that will in. time enable you to pay all 
your debts In thst case, when you meet anoth
er honest man in similar distress, you will pay 
me by lending i£e money to him, and enjoining 
him to discharge the debt by similar operations, 
when he ebnll be able, and meet with another 
opporteoity. I hope it may pass through a good 
many hands before it meets with a knave to atop 
its progress. This is e trick of mine to d > a 
great deal of good with little money. I am not 
rich enough to afford much in good works, and 
am obliged to be cunning, and make the most of 
a little.”

From the Dundee Warder.
THOUGHTS FOR THE PEOPLE.

BV REFORM A TOR.

demption, sometimes mentioned in the Bill 
of Salt. This Mortgage or Bill of Sale j hie own expense. If hie means are hie own, 
secures the goods and chattels from legal j and if he chooses to spend them on gew- 
sciz'ire, for the just claims of real creditors, gaws and peacock feathers, wo may pity 
end- in jsiuov the full him, wo may deplore the influence of hie
qse and benefit ol 1 ‘ ‘
vagence had already forfeited to the right
eous claims of perhaps half a dozen of dif
ferent honest men. For the purpose, how
ever, of preventing fraud or swindling, the 
Legislature in the Session of 1849, passed a 
Law which took effect on the 50th of Au
gust in that year, requiring all such Mort
gages to be filed in the office of the Clerk

“ To the Editor f? )of the Huron Loyalist.
“ Sir.—The following lines were written 

on hearing of the death of Arthur Hvndman, 
the posthumous child cf the first Sheriff of 
this district, and arc respectfully submitted 
for publication. It is to be hoped, that out 
of respect for the dead' the “ Signal ” will 
spare his criticismp]—on any other of my 
productions I ask not the like courtesy.”

Now really, this is lamentable ! To think 
that a man should be so irresietably goaded on 
by an itch for notoriety, as to thrust his namby 
pamby nonsense upon the notice of the public, 
even under a conviction that it is nonsense ! 
The Signal never would have noticed the thing 
had not the silly vanity ot the creature thus 
pointedly directed attention to it/ We never 
read twenty lines of the trash which the gallant 
Colonel calls his “ productions” ( !) for we would 
: st as soon think of sitting down to amuse 
•elves hy licking mustard, as of sitting down to 
read the poetry of A. F. Morgan. If Mr. Mor
gan has really that “ respect for the dead,' 
which he wishes the Signal to have, he should 
not Have published this piece of fustian—for, 
we certainly cannot admit that hie “ poetry1 
any credit either to the living or the dead. For 
instance, the measure attempted is the common 
rhyming Heroicf and, as a specimen of good 
rhyme, we have the following in the third and 
fourth lines,
“ You, my sweet solace, dearer to my heart.

The last of hie dear children—eweetes:, best”— 
and again, a few lines farther on, we have
“ Oh! how my heart, with strong emotions tom. 

Gaz'd on thy pallid cheek, attenuate form.**
This is neither rhyme nor reason for—“ The 
heart may ache, and bleed, and break," but Col. 
Morgan is surely the first that ever spoke of i 
heart gazing ! Such, however, is » fair speci
men of what the Colonel calls his " produc
tions !” we call them absurdities.

of the County Court, and to be recorded or 
registered by him in a book kept for that 
purpose. It also requires that the Mort
gage «ball be accompanied by the affidavit 
of a witness who shall swear that he was 
personally present as a witness to the said 
sale or bargain, and did eee the agreement 
dely entered Into aa deathbed ia ike said

IT The Annual Exhibition of the Stratford 
Branch Agricultural Society will take place io 
the Town of Stratford on Tuesday next, the let 
of October. We understand that the Show of 
live Stock ie expected to be much larger than 
it has been on former occasions, and that some of | 
the animals to be exhibited are of a very superior 
discretion. The Show, we are informed, ie this 
year intended to answer the purpose of a Fair 
or cattle market, and a large number of stock

........... • • 1 1 ............ v -

and/the various premiums will be found on our 
r tth page.fourth

Irol him. We have, however, an unquali
fied objection to every man who attempts 
to bo fashionable at other peoples expense.
And it is a lamentable fact that where one 
wealthy fool spends his own means in being 
fashionable, twenty knaves will spend other
people's means in imitating him ! Woeful, n.. n„ . . v - . ----------- v •—/
woeful imitation of evil ! We have actual-4 .* . *. ‘Dlt. c ocicty'e Annual Dinner, 

, her only doll., fo, |_!L" ”il1 ,,lU
ly known » woman give her only 
■onto lillle orn.rn.nt» of dm», *t » time 
when only for the generality of her neigh- 
bore, her children would have peri.bed for 
leek of breed ! We hive known the wine 
end cordiale that were cheritably bestowed 
for th» benefit of the eick, clandestinely ee- 
«rated, end need fnr the enterteineeet of »

ITT We again remled oor readers ia Goderich 
fend the adjoining Township» lh.1 Ihe Exhibi
tion of the District Agricultural Society takes 
place on the Market Square to-morrow (Friday

year be in the Col borne Inn, and will be on the 
table precisely el ail o’clock, P. M.

During i duel »t New Orleans, on the 
8th nit., between » Spanied and an Italian, 
the weapon» were a dirk and a razor. Th, 
Spaniard, who used the razor, inflicted ter
rible wooed» on the face of hie antagomat. |

We have already eeen that the interest of 
the community, considered in the aggre
gate, or in the democratic»! point of view, 
fe, that each individual should receive pre
lection; end that the power» which are eon- 
•tituted for that purpoie should be employ
ed exclusively for that purpose.—.Vi/f.

In a country where might is right, it 
would be an eel of folly to confer property 
upon an ordinary individual, without at the 
same time giving to him means for ita de
fence. A puree, in such a case, would be a 
curee instead of a blessing, by exciting the 
cupidity of the porkerful. and subjecting the 
receiver Io their persecutions. But if, in 
sddilion to the purse, a sword were present- 
ed, seme prospects would be insured of the 
quiet possession of the gilt. It may be said 
that the contents of the purse would enable 
the receiver to purchase arms necessary for 
its protection, but in going to t,,e d^Pot /°[ 
that purpose, it is more than probable that 
he would lose his treasure. This is a 
rather round-about mode of expression, but 
when wc turn to the political world ol 
Canada, its application will be readily per
ceived. Might is right in one-balf ot our 
constituencies. The rich storekeeper, or j 
the affluent lawyer, holding notes, mortga- I 
aee, and obligations, holds a preponderating 
electoral interest, or a sufficiency of it to 
secure the return of hie candidate. >Ve 
try to remedy this state of things, in theory, 
bv extending the suffrage: we give the 
purse and withhold the sword. To show 
that we are sincere in our desire foi purity 
of election, we should not reform the sys
tem by half-measure. We should set up 
the ballot-box when we throw open the 
polling-booth. I would not follow the 
fi<rure\viih which I set out in every parti 
cular, and refuse extended suffrage, as an 
evil, if unaccompanied by the ballot; but 1 
consider each •• essential to the weli- 
working of the other, that I should regard 
it as the height of political madness to sepa
rate them. The open-vote is fraught with 
numerous evils, and although 
exhibited to a greater extent tries
where classes are further apart than here, 
we see sufficient of them to induce» us to 
wish tor their discontinuance by a removal 
of their primary cause. All men açknow 
ledge, consciously or nnconscioosly, tne 
power of wealth, and are compelled, often 
m their lives, to bow to its behests. This 
is especially the case in the tender of the 
suffrage, snd many voters are driven to the 
polls, to vote in direct violation of their 
secret opinions, by the fear of the frowns 
of a party. In cities this intimidation is 
more observable than in counties, but 
exists, nevertheless, in every constituency 
in the country. The office-holding clique 
of a borough governs its political decision, 
and the ledgers of a country merchant, or 
the tin-boxee of a sharp practising, ahuf 
fling, ambitious attorney, too often influence 
the county election. Sheriff This, Regis
trar That, and Mr. Clerk of the Peace 
Somethingelse, privately canvass for their 
political pet, Mr. Standstill—a staunch de
fender of things as they are—and nearly 
every tradesman in the borough having a 
vote tenders it according to their wishes.— 
Mr. J. Bigpurse, the man who owns “ the 
brick store,” and does the principal milling 
in his part of the country, reminds certain 
free and independent electors that certain 
no tes fall due on a certain day, and that 
certain proceedings may be taken, if their, 
amounts are ifbt forthcoming, in one breath, 
and asks for their votes in the next. 1 need 
not trouble myself to pen the result in 
nine cases out of ten. Mr. J. Bigpurne 
becomes J. Bigpurse, Esq., M. P. P. This 
gentleman has another mgenioue way of 
making votes. He ia a landed proprietor, 
and has loose cash to spare. He gives 
deeds, takes mortgagee, does a little bit of 

i usury on tl.o huj» vv«»ev.««»».«», and 
walks into the House of Assembly a para
gon of virtue, and repreeen'alive of bis own 
pile of dollars, broad acres, and clever 
knavery. Septimius RedUpe, Esq., the 
bollying barrister at the County Assizes, 
who knows more law than Judge, Jury, and 
Bar together, and who defends every crimi
nal on thedoquet, remarkably successful in 
murder St rape cases, has a plan of 4is own, 
for shuffling into the seat due to one of the 
assembled wisdom. Shaving notes, al
though not exactly professional in these 
days of immaculate Chief-Justices, is ex
ceedingly profitable, and Septimius Redtape,
Esq., is quite aware of it. There is not a 
Township in the county without his victims, 
and this, with the wholesome terror inspired 
bf hanging a Damocles’ sword of execution 
ever the heeds of nafortniate yeomen prone

„ ____ “that highly popular
member for the County of Doaebrown, 
Septimius Redtape, Esq.,* on the high 
road to the Attorney-Generalship. What 
Redtape does not gain from intimidation^ 
b?®°,Bl.rivee terea“ee fro® the gullibility 
of bia bearers et stump meetings, end an 
appropriate sprinkling q| •« Queen and Con
stitution," or “ Liberty and Democracy," 
according to-the state of the political 
atmosphere, is a very pleasing finish to the 
fsree. In the three cases described I have 
not 'stepped for one moment beyond the 
bounds of reality. Had I not the dread of 
a “ breach of privilege” before me, I could 
point out numerous duplicates of Messrs. 
Standstill,Bigpurse, and Redtape—and that, 
too, before I had gone over half the list of 
members of the Provincial Parliament.— 
But intimidation does not «top here.— 
Messrs. Standstill, Bigpurse, and Redtape 
only do on a large scale what their parti
sans do on a smaller. Men are too prone 
to run into extremes in the support of their 
own views. Wo have bigots in religion ae 
well aa enthusiasts. Mr. Smoke, the iron- 
founder, has a dozen men in his employ*, 
ment, who being married, and having houses 
rented at a rate as high as £10 sterling, are 
aclully permitted to vote for a Member of 
Parliament. Mr. Smoke is a strong Radi
cal—a little too strong. An election 
comes on, and the dozen lucky men, with 
real votes, are given to understand that 
they must throw up their caps for the Radi
cal candidate, or their tools. Married men, 
renting houses at £10 sterling per annum, 
are loth to sacrifice good work and steady 
wages, even in Canada, and are converted 
into sterling Reformers for the time being, 
whether they will it or not. Mr. Fat, the 
soapboiler,-‘•pays a round sum to six elec 
tore every Saturday night. Mr. Fat, be 
mg rather-dull in apprehension, is a rod-hot 
Tory, and determined to give money to 
none other than Tory voters. Mr. Fat’s 
men have a choice—they know it—and 
march to the poli whistling “The Roast 
Beef of Old England.” It is true that 
these things are not so likely to happen in 
the rural constituents as in boroughs; but 
they do happen, and every man returned 
by such a eyetem, makes laws alike for 
town and country. A majority of the peo
ple may not suffer directly, but they do in
directly, and to a greater extent than they 
arc aware. I could, had I spac e, and were 
I so disposed, add numerous instances of 
the constsnt intimidation carried on in 
Canada. It is not, I readily acknowledge, 
pushed to the same extreme ae in Great 
Britain. VVe have no country squires 
openly distributing partizan ribbons to their 
tenants, and bluntly ordering them to vote 
for the Protectionist; we have no church 
dignitaries riding from door to door, and 
canvassing, with unmistakable hints of 
future ruin, for the Church and State man; 
we have no aristocracy whose word is liw 
for thousands. But if we have not those 
pests of a community, we have screwing 
storekeepers, some sharp lawyers, and some 
meddling officials. We have an evil in our 
midst which can be removed, and we must 
remove it.

It there were no other argument to bring 
against the open-vote than its temptation 
to intimidation, it would be amply sufficient 
to justify the substitution of some system 
which would do away with that evi'L But 
when we consider the opportunities ' afford- I 
ed by it for bribery—not so much, perhaps, 
on the part of individuals as of government 
—and its mfiuenco in the production of out
rages at the polls, we are doubly armed in 
our attack upon it. There is no additional 
proof to that already before the public, re
quired to convince the people of Canada 
that their rulers have, on various occasions, 
abused their powers, and bartered patent- 
deeds for consciences. Free gifts of land 
have been resorted to, to sqylain one tot
tering Ministry, at least and may be cm- 
ployetj for similar purpose» again. Nor is 
violence at the poll-booths yet extirpated 
from, the land, judging from "the latest gene
ral electioon, which offurded instances of 
its active existence.

In the Ballot-Box we find at once a pro
tection against intimidation, bribery, and 
brute-force demonstratives. By adopting ]
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Itruit that the Canadian people will 
fairly weigh the matter, and that whao th. 
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accompanied by i law enfprewf the ties of 
the Ballot-Box in all eleetlooa whateror.
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THE PROPOSED CoSyBNTIOIf.
Four or five weeks ego Mr.' Peter Perry

mooted e project for obtaining the opinion 
of the people of Canada upon certain pro
posed change# io our political eoneinotion, 
and other matters of importance. The de
tails of this plan, and the particular subjects 
upon which he wishes to obtain the sente 
of the people, we published in last .idvsrti. 
ser, with the intention of making a lew 
observations thereon, but owing to a preen 
of other matter we wore obliged to poet* 
pone our remarks till thie week. We rosy 
premise at the outset that Mr. Perry, and 
the journalists who support hit propositions 
are Reformers—are clear grits, which, we 
apprehend, signifies tbus Reformers—that 
they have a pure and earneetdeaire tobene- 
fit the people ol this Province to the utmost 
of their ability, we believe. We believe 
also—and we nay it with ell due respect— 
that clear grite though they be, they are as 
liable to err in judgment as other men, and 
that in some mat lore they do err. It ie 
indisputably true that Mr. Perry and the 
clear grit journalist hold certain political 
opinion» very different from those held by 
other parties and journalists, who are also 
true Reformers. The clear grits think 
their views ere right ; they advocate a go- 
ahead system of Legislation, and would 
deal in a very summary meaner with any
thing and everything with which they dis
agree, or which they believe to be not in 
accordance with the spirit of the times.— 
There is another class of Reformers—true 
Reformers too—who are not clear grite, but 
British ; they are not prepared to go quite 
so far or quite so fast ae their brethren lb# 
clear grits, and yet they wish to move e 
little faster than the Reformers of the Bald
win school, who have been compared to the 
• alow coach* of bygone deys, but who re
tort that though they be slow they are 
sure. Well, suppose the Convention were 
met in eeeeeion, each of these classes 
would have its representatives, all of 
whom would be desirous to show that their 
own. views were beet Calculated to promote 
the public good. Besides these* there 
would be—if the Convention were carried 
out on the proposed plan—a sprinkling of 
Tories and a sprinkling bf Annexationists.

it we destroy the worst features of party 
feeling, and retain such portions only of it 
as are inseparable from good government 
and free institutions. We secure to the 
poor man the same untramelled expression 
of opinion as is allowed to his richer neigh
bour. We level those barriers between 
classes which are productive only of mutu
al jealousy, dislike, and distrust. We re
store to every man that political equality 
which was the first principle of society— 
the first bond of union—but which has been 
usurped by wealth, and denied by the pow 
erful. We allow a people real self-govern
ment, and bring the intelligence of the 
nmeteentb century to make laws in the 
spirit of it. We aim a death-blow at all 
monopolies, and insure legislation for the 
general benefit. We establish a^ govern 
ment firm in the affections of the mass, aqd 
rob the demagogue of capital. V 
create a loyalty pure and deserving the 
name. We found a bar of Public Opinion 
before which tyrants must quail, and at 
which the politician would be loth to stand 
with «allied hands. We erect a bulwark 
for popular liberty, which po outward force 
can break through, and which" must 
shield alike the great and small. In fact 
we do an act of justice too long denied by 
Canadian and British statesmen, and which 
,will endear to the people the men who 
grant it.

The secret vote has many opponents.— 
One of the witieet writers of this day—the 
Rev. Sydney Smith—ridiculed it in one of 
hie best papers. He stamped it as coward
ly, un-Britieh, and despicable. He batter
ed it with a brilliant discharge of his largest 
red-hot shot, and declared that it would 
detract from the sturdy independence of 
Englishmen. He pelted it with ell the 
Whig argumente io vogue, and said that

prink ling bf Annexationists.
In all probability there would not be ten 
out of a hundred delegatee, who woo Id eee 
•eye to eye’ upon any question involving a 
change in the Constitution ; and we must 
say, it ie our conviction that the proposed 
Convention would injure, rather than bene
fit, the great Reform parity in Canada.— 
We believe the time will come, and that 
ere long, when the great bulk of the people 
will bo Reformers—because it is their in
terest to be so ; but the time wi]l moat 
assoridly never come, when they will elk 
see alike on political questions, or when an 
Administration composed of either Tories 
or Reformers, or a mixture» of both, will 
be able to give perfect satisfaction to all— 
By the very constitution of humanity ft can
not be. It will be seen Io reference to Mr. 
Perry’s pjan, that be lays down certain 
matters as a platform upon whifiB ell Re
formers may meet. We believe there 
ought to be an extenion of the franchise ; 
—it is an absolute and positive injustice, 
and a palpable wrong on the people, that 
they do not possess house-hold suffrage— 
we believe also in the extension of the fran
chise ; and also in an extension of the prin
ciple of Election in respect to onr iocal 
and county Officers, with power to the 
Municipalities to regulate their fees ke., 
also, in vote by ballot ; free trade between 
Canada and the States ; np grants in lends 
or moneys to any religions bodice whatso
ever ; and a close, though not penny win 
and pound foolish, economy in our Provin
cial expenditure. These questions are 
questions upon which most Reformers will 
agree ; but there are eome others upon 
which their opinion is divided, end which 
wo ourselves are not prepared to suppbrt.— 
The principal of these ire the propositions 
to ask from the Home Government * con
cessions’ which would be, in effect, asking 
for Independence, and which again would be 
tantamount to asking for Annexation—be
cause Canada ia not yet sufficiently grows, 
or strong enough to take care of herself 
without the protection of e parent or • 
partner. Neither do we think the doing 
away with the property qualification of 
members of Paaliament would be wisdom 
or sound policy. There are other points 
io which we might refer, upon which dif
ferent views are held by Reformers, and 
which would be found to clash with each 
other at a general Convention, ee much ae 
was seen in the convention of the British 
American League. We have far more con
fidence in the usefulness of Local Reform 
Associations, than we have in conventions» 
because the former have been proved by 
time, and we have witnessed tbs good effect 
arising from them, both in Canada and Bri
tain. There is e probability that, and* 
present ci rcu roe tances, e convention wotM 
extend rather than lessen the difference* 
which now exist between the various class
es of Reformers. There ie one class of 
Reformers who designate the preeeqt, Go
vernment as a do-nothing or a stand-still 
Government, end who would, if they bad 
the power, turu them out at once, end break 
up the Administration—though by the very

mg ..gurnet, m vogue, ana said mu I ect they would, ee it were,"commit politi- 
il wa. °nly to lb. degraded liar that the | cl, ,ulclde. ,„d let in th. Tar. ..Jn. - 
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iij io me uegraoeo liar mai me ca| suicide, and Jet in the Tory seamy.—" 
could be useful. He denounced There ie snother class of Reformers who
r,,iKU qr.flL the privilege of pc support the GoTcrrr?’*, v#.............' asserted that a Radical voter mnnh h»«n k- •*-« *tition, and __ ___

would too often be a Conservative petition 
er. Hie last argument is one of the strong
est which the advocate of the Ballot could 
produce. If a man is corrected, by circum
stances, into falsifying hie views by sign
ing a Conservative petition, because fearing 
the displeasure of certain superiors, it is 
just that he should have some chance for 
the expression of hie real opinions, and that 
opportunity is presented by the system of 
eecret voting. But, aside from this, ie the 
Ballot cowardly or despicable ? Does it 
detract from the independence of any man 
or set of men ! Is it to the degraded liar 
alone that it can be oeeful T In the United 
States it bee produced neither liars, syco
phants, cowards, nor sneaks. It has, on 
tbs other hand, abstracted tyranny from 
wesllà riioed opmoe onthoeisetie <■ the

tomber 30. 
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much has been done by the present Ad
ministration as reasonable men coaid er- 
peel ; and there ie another class who think 
that the Government ought to have dose 
more than has been yet accomplished, hut 
who, considering the difficulties with which 
they have had to contend, are disposed •• 
give them a fair trial, and net to banish 
them from power because they bave not 
accomplished all that was expected fw* 
them. These conflicting opinions would 
be expressed et a Convention, end by • •or* 
of friction would probably induce » A4*** 
which would injure the Reform P**tf 
years.—Guelph Mvortiosr
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