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Our Claims.

No more important ques
tion could engage the at^pn 
tion of the people of this Pro 
vince, than our claims against 
the Federal Government. It 

> will be remembered that, at 
the last session of the Legis
lature, a committee was ap
pointed by the House to press 
these cialms. The action of 
the Legislature in this con
nection was but a mere for 
mality, as the committee had 
previously been appointed by 
the Government, and is com 
posed of members of the Ex
ecutive and members of the 
House supporting the Gov 
ernment. In bringing the 
matter to the attent on of the 
House and asking the Legis 
lature to reappoint his com
mittee, Premier Haszard was 
only securing from the ma
jority a confirmation of the 
Government’s action The 
members of the committee 
are ; Premier Haszard, Hon. 
George E. Hughes, Hon. 
Peter McNutt, and Messrs 
Joseph Read, and John 
Agnew, members supporting 
the Government. As the 
names indicate, this is a one 
sided, partisan committee, 
whose members all belong to 
the Government side of the 
House. The composition of 
the committee and the attitude 
of the Government, relative to 
our claims at Ottawa, seem to 
constitute a*5ufficient obstacle 
to our receiving any very 
serious consideration from the 
Federal authorities. All this 
was ably pointed out, during 
the session, by the Leader of 
the Opposition and his fol
lowers in the House.

In the first place the con
duct of our delegates to the 
Ottawa conference in 1906, 
shows that they and the Gov
ernment they represented, 
were willing to have the 
doors closed against us for all 
time to come, so far as any 
further claims against the Do
minion is concerned. Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier and his coF 
leagues constantly emphas 
ized their intention, that the 
arrangement for increased 
subsidy, concluded at that con
ference, was to be “final and 
unalterable,” and was intend
ed to shut off any further de 
mands that might be made on 
the Federal treasury, by the 
Governments of the Provin
ces. But before entering 
into the arrangement, a chance 
was given to the representa
tives of the different Provin
ces to submit in writing any 
additional claims they might 
have, in addition to those al
ready scheduled. British 
Columbia and other Provinces 
took advantage of this invi
tation and drew up new 
claims ; but the delegates 
from Prince Edward Island 
sat dum and never moved a 
finger or uttered a word in 
favor of our additional claims. 
No Province represented at 
the conference had such 
grounds for additional claims 
as Prince Edward Island 
The many disabilities under 
which we labor, inconsequence 
of our physical and geograph
ical position, supp'y un 
answerable arguments in 
favor of special consideration; 
but the representatives of our 
Government, there present, 
allowed the opportunity to pass 
without uttering a word. The 
Premier of British Columbia 
put in his claim and had it 
allowed; but our delegates

sat as dum as if they were 
mummies. When the con
ference agreed to the terms of 
the increased subsidies, one 
condition was that the ar
rangement should be “final 
and unalterable.” To this 
condition the Premier of Brit 
ish Columbia refused his. as
sent, and won his point, as we 
have more than once pointed 
out ; but Prince Edward Is 
land’s degates entered no pro
test ; they swallowed the Fed
eral Government’s proposition 
without reserve. When the 
delegates returned and pre 
sented their report to thç Leg
islature ; the Government 
expressed themselves as well 
satisfied with what had been 
done.

The foregoing facts bring 
us face to face with this con 
dition of things: The repre
sentatives of our Provincial 
Government, at the Ottawa 
conference, presented no ad 
ditional claims on behalf of 
our Province and accepted 
without protest, the Federal 
Government’s declaration that 
the arrangement should be 

final and unalterable ” The 
Government, and the sup 
porters of the Government in 
the Legislature unreservedly 
approved of the copdyct of 
the delegates ; therefore, the 
Government approves, with
out reserve, of the decision of 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier and his 
colleagues to make the sub
sidy arrangement “final and 
unalterable.” More than this, 
the Local Government ex
pressed themselves as perfect
ly satisfied with what had been 
done. This perfect satigfac 
tion was formally declared in 
the speech of the Lieutenant 
Governor at the opening of 
the last session of the Legis
lative.

Let us now compare the at
titude of the Opposition to 
that of the Government, on 
this matter. As soon as the 
report of the Ottawa confer
ence was published, the Lead
er of the Opposition and his 
folj|bwers took the ground 
that our rights had been sac
rificed by the delegates, when 
they failed to present special 
claims in behalf of our Pro 
vince; in consequence of our 
special condition, and when 
they assented, without pro
test, to the proposition that 
the arrangement should be 

‘final and unalterable.” The 
stand taken by the Premier of 
British Columbia, who secur
ed for his Province a special 
grant of a million dollars ; but 
who, notwithstanding, fought 
the case to the Imperial Par 
liament and had the “final and 
unalterable" clause removed, 
completely vindicates the at
titude assumed by our Qp.- 
position. These facts should 
not be lost sight of, for a mo
ment, by the public. We 
have, on the one side, the 
Provincial Government ac
cepting without protest, Sir 
Wilfrid Lauriers view, that 
the case was closed ; that he 
would allow no further de
mands for plgims on the Do 
minion treasury ; that tfie 
question of increases to the 
Provinces was “finally and 
unalterably gpttjed ; and on 
the other hand the policy qf 
the Opposition, that special 
claims for Prince Edward Is
land ahould have been laid be 
fore the Ottawa conference, 
end that our delegates should 
have refused to accept, with
out protest, kawjeF?9 "final 
end unalterable” declaration, 
Whet t90k place at the con
ference end sfnge then has 
proved the correctness of ffle 
stand taken by the Opposi 
tion. British Columbia was 
accorded special treatment, 
and the "final and unalter 
able" clause was elÎRqin^.ted 
by the Imperial Parliament. 
Which of these attitudes do 
the people believe to be of 
the greater advantage to 
Prince Edward Island j

The continuous policy of 
the Government has been, as 
we have seen, tq praise the 
Federal authorities for what 
they did, and to swallow, with

out question, Sir Wilfrid’s 
determination to prevent any- 
further demands on the Fed
eral treasury. We have just 
shown how injurious this 
caurse has been to theinterests 
of this Province.

Notwithstanding the $70,- 
000 increase of subsidy, and 
their expressions of entire 
satisfaction with what the 
Làiirier Government has 
done, the Local Govern
ment are itot able to get 
their heads, above water, 
and they find themselves 
obliged to make an effort to 
get more money from the 
Government at Ottawa. For 
this purpose they appoint a 
committee of themselves and 
supporters, purely partizan 
The Leader of the Opposition 
ably points out the narrow, 
unbusinesslike and unstates
manlike method adopted by 
the Government, in the select
ing of this committee. He 
advances the reasonable and 
sound theory that such a com 
mitteg should be chosen from 
the very best men in the Prq 
vince regardless of political 
affiliation ; that men from both 
sides of the House, and 
men who are not in the House 
at all should be drawn on to 
make up this coiqiqittee. He 
further points out that the 
Government, by the course 
pursued by them in this 
matter, Jeopardizes our 
claims, and that the appoint
ment of certain members of 
the Government to places en 
the committee is equivalent 
to burning their boats behind 
them. We must defer till 
next week further develop
ment of this important ques 
tion. In the mean time we 
ask our readers to give this 
matter their earnest consider
ation. It js prenant with 
meaning to the taxpayers of 
this Province,

Victoria Day.

Monday last, Victoria Day, was 
very generally observed as a holiday 
in Charlottetown; Business 
practically at a stand still; banks and 
public offices were closed ; flags and 
•'.reamers were flying from many flag- 
staffs, and there was quite an exodus 
of citigens, by steamboats, trains, 
carriages and on foot, in the early 
part of the day. The Northumber
land took away a large excursion 
party to Pictou and New Glasgow, 
and tfle regular trains, east and west, 
were well filled. À apesial to Murray 
Harbor, with the Superintendent's 
private car attached, had three loaded 
coaches leaving the city. His 
Honour the Lieut. Governor and 
Superintendent Sharp were on board 
The excursionists included men 
women and children, and quite a 
number, particularly of the men, 
were bound for the haunts of 
the speckled jpçauty, as their 
equipment of fishing tackle plainly 
indicated. It seemed, in the morn 
ing, ideal weather for angling. It 
Was Q)ild aud calm and slightly over
cast ; just the kind of day o# ybich 
the unwary trout, lurking in hli favor
ite pool, is most readily lured by the 
deceitful fly. Many fine catches of

rural homes of P. E. Island. Not all 
who boarded the train in the ci y 
went to the terminus of the line ; in
deed very few made the entire j mt 
ney. Outward bound, the train did 
not go over the loop to Vernon; con
nection was made at Like Verd with 
the incoming train and passengers for 
Vernon joined it. From this on, at 
Vernon Hiver, Grand View, Fodhla, 
Belle River and Murray River, the 
excursionists were leaving the cars ; so 
that when Murray Harbor was reach
ed there were not more than eight or 
ten of the train load left.

The Murray Harbor Branch Rail 
way terminates at Murray Harbor 
South. “Murray Harbor” enter- 
from the Gulf ou the eastern side of 
the Island, well down towards the 
southern shore. The entrance of thé' 
harbor is fairly wide and the water is 
deep, and inside, the bay expands 
into a wide basin ; but not far from 
the entrance it is studded with a clus
ter of Islands, seven or eight in num 
ber called the “Murray Islands,” A 
number of rivers empty into the bay. 
These are S ruth River, Fox River, 
Murray River and Mink River. 
Northwardly the bay ex ends to 
Murray Harbor North jb ut the water 
is not deep north of the Murray Is 
lands, There is navigable water up 
to Murray Harbor South, where the 
South River joins the Bry, aud also 
up to Murray River. At these places 
extensive shipping is conducted ; but 
the only cu’let from Murray Harbor 
South, Murray River and Murray 
Harbor North is through “Murray 
Harbor.” on the north side of the 
entrance to the harbor Point Sable, a 
long, long sand bar jutts out from the 
mainland of Murray Harbor North, 
along the Gulf shore. This, it ap
pears, is a rather dangerous reef for 
vessels that may be caught in heavy 
east or south east gales off this coast. 
Not a few craft have left their 
bines to bleach on this uninviting 
strand.

At Murray Harbor South, close to 
the terminus of the railway, at tie 
junction of South River with Murray 
Harbor Bay, is the great mercantile 
house of Prowse and Sons, establish
ed by the late Senator Prowse. and 
now conducted by his /son, A. P. 
Prowse, Esq M. P. P. Mr. Prowse 
carries on a very extensive business, 
indeed all the mercantile business of 
the place. He has a great store, a 
beautiful residence, and owns much 
valuable property in the vicinity. 
4< the entrance to the harbor • on the 
south side ktio<rn as “Beach Point,” 
be conducts an extensive lobster fac
tory. This is about four miles from 
his store and residence at Murray 
Harbor South. This seems an ideal 
situation for a factory. Extending 
from the shore in a northwesterly 
direction, runs 9 sand tyeagh, pot very 

was wide, having the waters of the gulf on 
its north east side, and skirted by the 
waters of the bay on the opposite 
side. This extends for about half a 
njile in the cjiregtjoq indicated and 
hen turns almost at a right angle to 

the south west, fronting on the bay 
The factory is situated at the outer 
end of this natural break water. A 
wharf extends in front of the factory ; 
so that locoing and unloading can be

fish and many great fish stories were Q, wfao erjoy bis acquainUDce. 
among the souvenirs of the day.

Tfle special, in charge of Conduc
tor McCarron, with driver jfcÇarey 
at the lever, left Charlottetown at 
8 ro, and moved cautiously over the 
Hillsboro bridge, the passengers 
keenly enjoying the beautiful scene 
spread out beloye them; The waters 
of the bay were uoruffiîd and beyond, 
the green sward or recently tilled 
field» formed a charming picture. 
After reaching Southport a more 
rapid rate of speed was assumed, and 
the train moved along across a fine 
farming section Men were busy at 
work, the seeders and hirrowa being 
much in evidence. The beautiful 
ippearanfle of the grass gelds lpd|cat~ 
•d the advancement of the m»an. 
The trees, ton, were ittemlouily lose 
Ing out their buds, all indicative of 
tpe strength fjth which our rapid 
vegintlon was meniog i'tielf. Here 
and there the eattle, glad to be free 
from the long confinement of the 
winter, were lsnily browsing or slak
ing their thirst at tye pearly ^sstabliog 
brook». A* the train m°ved along 
through this beautiful pastbral icpna, 
the passengers, all in the beat of 
humor, were discussing the prospecta 
of the day ; the beat fishing grounds 
and otheicootiogenciei igpfleqt to 
the day1» outing, The precocious 
youth added their quota to the enter
tainment, and sufficiently enlivened 
the proceedings by their constant 
prattle and mpltitudinoua, questions 
None appeared to enter mWe fully 
than they into the spirit of the oc
casion.

The region traversed by this branch 
of the railroad is, on the whole, very 
fine sod fairly representative of the

done berg at any time, although the 
gulf is but a lew yards distant, on the 
north side. Mr. Prowse has thirty 
six boats fishing this season ; he has 
already packed over 500 cases, and 
will likely put up f,jjOg cases alto
gether before the end of the season, 
under ordinary weaker conditions. 
In bis big factory Mr. Prowse em
ploys a large number of hands and 
the iotk goes on in orderly and 
systematic fashion. In the midst 
of his employees Mr. Prowse him
self can be found any day d firing the 
season, moving about unassumingly 
apfl qpqsteptatjously. Mr. Prowse 
does not make much noise ; but he is 
one of the solid men of this Province, 
who has the confidence and esteem

The train left Murray Harbor, on 
return at 4 o'clock and came along 
yjthogt mishap, picking up the ex 
cursionists at the different stations 
where they had been dropped ou the 
way down. The loop to Vernon wai 
made on the return trip. Some had 
great baskets of trout, as a reward of 
their paseatorial efforts, and others 
had scarcely anything more than 
great fish stories. Many were tired 
and sun burn', especially the child
ren. All detrained in the city, with
out mishap at f o'clock p. m,

A heme rule bill for Sootland hai been 
Introduced In the Imperial House of Com-
SSfll: iw -----r—

Yesterdey wee psollfio of drowning eool: 
dents. A led seventeen yeeri of ege, 
named Aodereoo, was drowned whilst 
bathing In the Presumpioot River, near 
IfewhaTj, Maine. ' At j^el|ferton, Ontario, 
two slater» named Clarke, aged lg and go, 
were carried In their boat over a dam on 
tha Bangeen River. The boat upeet end 
the glrla were drowned, At Lynn, Mate,, 
John jfalafejsl, aged 2;, wae drowned la a 
o|ey pit. At t)»rre, Mate., Barry Began, 
aged 84 years, aooidentjy fell |oto a oana), 
during the night and hie body was found 
yesterday. At Manoheeter N. H, George 
W. Friborg, aged 18 years, while swim
ming aoroee the Plaoatquit River, wae at- 
taojfed with oyerppa end wae drowned.

Sprained Arm.

Mary Oviogtoo, Jasper, Ont., 
writes “My mother J)«d « badly 
sprained arm. Nothing we used did 
her any good. Then father got Hag 
yard's Yellow Oil and it cured 
mother's arm in * few dayi.”’ Price
SJ|C.

(Continued from fourth page.)
more than the $66,780 ?—A. well, 
he has done work for anything lie 
has had.

Q. I know, well don’t yon see 
he has got that $8,000 more than 
the contract price ?—A. As I said, 
on the completion of the buildings, 
deducations were made for every
thing that could be deducted fair
ly, and what additional there was, 
was added. Even the mouldings 
around the ceilings, and small 
matters of that kind were deduct
ed.

Q. Were deducted ?—A. Weie 
deducted.

Q. And still he has got this 
extra amount ?—A. He has got 
whatever is shown here in ad
dition to the $58,900.

Q. Did you give any written 
instructions to change the con
tract ?—A. No. x

Q You did not?—A No.
Q Well, then, doesn’t the 

specification there provide for it, 
that you must give him written 
instructions ?—A. No,

Q Just let me look at that 
contract (reads)

‘Alterations, deducations, omis
sions, modifications, or deviations, 
are to be understood as applying 
to decided variations in the plans 
or designs, such as the substitution 
qf otfe glass of material for an 
other, the addition of works 
neither shown or specified, &c., and 
for these or similar matters alone, 
will any sum be allowed to the 
contractor, or deducted from the 
contract, and then only upon the 
written orders of the chief engin
eer',—A, Yes.

Q Did you give written in
structions ?—A In some cases 
written instructions and in some 
cases verbal; I can produce any 
written orders I gave, in fact they 
yyoqld appear on the ftle,

Q Did you give written orders 
with reference to the ommission 
of the basement in the building ? 
—A I am not certain.

Q I am instructed by one man 
who tendered, that the difference 
to Mr. Walberg by reason of that 
omission would be around $12,500. 
Is that true or false ?—A It is 
probably untrue.

Q It is untrue ? A Yes,
Q foqdo not know whether 

it is true or not ?—A- He cer
tainly did not make $12,500.

Q By reason of that one omis
sion of the basement ?—A No.

Q How much would he make? 
—A I do not know, but J 
find out, I have the

Q I am not going to keep you. 
I see a memorandum here by Mr. 
Jones, that (handing file to wit
ness) is the list of tenders, and 
there is an asterisk here and the 
words, ‘This tender was received 
two days after the date for the 
opening. Do you know which 
one of these tenders that applies 
to ?—A No, the typewriter has 
not copied that pppper|y.

Q Well, it Is evident, isn’t it, 
that one of the tenders was re
ceived two days after the time 
expired ?—A It looks like that 
berp.

Q And it was opened ?—A. 
(reads) ‘This tender was received 
two days after the date for open 
ing,’ but there is no reference 
rpark on the tender itself to show 
which tender that was. Of course 
that can be ascertained by re
ferring to the original.

By Mr. Crocket:
Q' Are the names of the ten

derers given there ? Why isn’t it 
given?—A Because the asterisk 
does not show which one of these 
tender tjiqt note applies tQ;

By Mr. Maclean (Lunenburg) i 
Q In the eopy you have in 

your hand it does not show which 
one of the tenders the note ap
plies to ?—A No.

Q But it applies to ope of 
them evidently^—A Yes,

By Mr Reid (Grenville):
Q Have you signed the final 

estimates for that building ?—A 
J b&ye,

Q What was the total amount 
of the final estimate for which you 
signed ? A I do not remember 
just now,

$ ¥oq mqst btvP some 
memory about that?—A I can 
refer to the estimate itself and 
ascertain, x

Q You have an Idea, ^ou knuty 
wbkt what huilfling oosi, you sure
ly must remember some of these 
things You signed the final es
timate, and surely you must have 
some memory abègl it. Give ns 
within $10,000 if you can't do 
any better than that, Now, Mr 
Mackenzie. I want to know what 
the total amount of that final 
estimate was, or qa pear as yo^ 
ean give it ?—A It is impossible 
for me to carry these things In my 
mind, I certify to a dozen es
timates in a day and I cannot 
carry the amounts in my mipej.

Q What ii the total of that 
progress estimate you have certi
fied to there ?—A This is $66,- 
784 98.

Q Was there any more than

,, t pan 
information.

one more progress estimate signed 
after that ?—A I do not know.

Q You do not know ?—A No, 
I do not know.

You do not know whether there 
was any other than the final esti
mate after that or not ? What is 
the date of that progress estimate ? 
—A 30 th March, 1907.

Q How long did the work con
tinue after that date ?—A Oh, 
there were a few small things that 
required to be finished up and it 
was a considerable time before the 
final estimate was given.

Q Were these progress esti
mates put in at the end of every 
month ?—A Usually they were, 
but not necessarily.

Q In this case were the pro 
gress estimates put in every 
month ?—A I think in a general 
way they were.

Q In what month was the 
final estimate signed ?—A My re
collection is that the final estimate 
was signed not very long ago. I 
think Mr. Walberg can tell you 
that.

Q Was it in 1908 ?—A I think 
it was in 1908, yes.

Q Do you know what month ? 
A No.

Q Was the work in progress 
until the final estimate was sign
ed ?—A Qh, the building was oc 
pnpipd for a long time, but there 
were some small matters that re
quired to be finished up and that 
hung on for some little time.

Q Mr. Walberg, I understand, 
says the whole cost about $70.000 
and that was after the work was 
redqced by the amount that he 
estimated, $8,900 ?—A No, that 
$8,900 had nothing to do with the 
estimates or final payment in any 
way.

By Mr. Barker :
Q But it had something to do 

With the work ?—A And it had 
nothing to do with the work.

By Mr. Reid (Grenville) :
Q The building cost $70,000 

all told ?—A that is about right 
|nd it is worth the money.

Q Notwithstanding the fact 
that this allowance had been made 
for the cellar that was not com
pleted ?—A Not about the allow
ance you heard about in that 
letter,

Q X mean the work proposed 
to be done was not done for the 
cellar, was it ?—A Some work 
shown on the original plans was 
not dobe and other work dot 
shown on the original plans wag 
done,

Q You heard Mr. Walberg’s 
letter read in which he estimated 
the amount of reduction as $8,900? 
—A Yes.

Q The work was dope as speci 
flefl ip Mr. Wal berg's letter, was 
it ?— A I cannot say much about 
that letter. I do not know what 
Mr. Walberg had in his mind when 
he wrote that letter.

By Mr. McLean (Lunenburg) ;
Q Supposing he had in mind 

the lessening of his deposits ?—A 
That was the principal point he 
had in mind, yes.

By Mr. Reid (Grenville) :
Q There ^43 pertain work 

mentioned in his letter that was 
not done, is that right ?—A Part 
of the work which he referred to 
there was not done.

Q And that WS* part of the 
original contract Î—A Yes.

Q Now then the building cost 
$70,000 notwithstanding that that 
work was not done, is that right ? 
4 N°t that work. I don’t know 
what that work covered or how 
he arrived at the amount. It was 
some rough guess probably.

I will put it a little plainer 
The building cost $70,000 not
withstanding the fact that certain 
work specified in the original con
tract was not done by Mr. Wal 
berg ?—A And that other work 
not specified done,

Q Answer the first part of the 
question firs.t Î—A No, I don’t 
wish to answer without any quaff 
fleation.

V|fe tyffl put It right ?—A I 
have explained that after the 
work was finished we went into 
it very carefully and that the 
quantities shown op the origin^ 
pUn were figured opt to » yard, 
end the work astually done wae 
figured out, and Mr, Walberg was 
only paid for the actual work th$t 
wae done aqd pot uppp the orig
inal plan o| the foundation. That 
foundation wae in a peculiar eitua- 
tlon. Ae I say the tide rose five 
feet above the floor,

Q Well, Mr, McRensgie, the 
original poqtraot specified a bulk 
sura for the building ?—A Yea.

Q How did you come to figure 
out what you would allow ?—A 
The only difference wag jn tflp 
foundation below base course, 
Everything above that was un- 
changed,

By Mr. Barker :
Q What was thp pflapge 

in fhe basement that you'say was 
an addition, how much did that 
come to?r—A It was waterproof, 
ing the basement to prpvenf the 

pf the tide,
Domiciled on third page.)

The Always Busy Store.

Send
for

Samples

Dress Goods 
Special

A. Line of Fine Heavy

ALL WOOL TWEED
In neat plaid and dverchecks. 

Regular price $1.35 and $165 a 
yard, while they last 75c a yard.

IVjillinery
Our Millinery Department 

has a large number of good 
things in regard to Hats, etc.

Trimmed Hats
$2.50 Up

Shapes, Wire Shapes, Sail
ors’, Merrie Widows. All are 
here at reasonable prices.

Stanley Bros.
The Messenger, $2.00 a Year

Issued Monthly—128 Pages.

A high-class, illustrated periodical, embi acing every
thing in history, liturature and art that‘can be of interest 

to Catholics—timely and popular expositions of Catholic 

doctrine ; Christian ethics ; modern questions of sociology 

and political economy ; religious movements and actual 

events, struggles and progress of the Church ; education, 
and drama. Ask for a sample copy.

Manager The Messenger, 500 Fifth Avenue, New York.

WITH your co-operation "V^T"E want a bright, active 
The Messenger will VVThe Messenger will 

endeavor to double 
the number of its 
readers.

agent to represent 
The Messenger in 
every city and town.

WE will send free a copy "W"T7 E have a special offer,
of The Messenger to VVof The Messenger to 

each person whose 
name and address you 
may send us.

covering both new 
subscriptions and re
newals—a permanent 
business can be estab
lished.

ADDRESS

The Messenger,

For New 
Buildings

Wr carry the finest line of

Hardware
t0 found in any store,

Architects, MAw md Contractors, will find our line 
of goods the newest in design, the most adaptable and im

proved, and of the highest standard of merit in quality and 
durability.

Also a full line of pumps and piping,

Stanley, Shaw & Peardon.
June i2, 1907.


