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As she spoke, there was a loud
ring at the door-bell. A man was
dimly wvisible below. He called to
them in thick. unsteady accents.
The servants recognized him; he
was the telegraphic messenger from
the railway. They went down to
speak to him, and returned with a
telegram whicl™ had’ Leen pushed in
under the door. The distance from
the station was considerable; the

opened his eycs and asked what they
were doing in his room. They told
himn gently that he was ill. e put
his hand up to his head, and said
they were right ; and so dropped off
again into slumber. Worn cut by
the emotions throngh which they had
passed, the two women silently wait-
ed for the march of events. Tue same
stupor of resignation possessed them
hoth, They had secured the deor

MISS OK MRS, ?
A Christmas Story, in Twelve Scénes.
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‘ messenger bad been * keeping Christ-
Lavsceror Linzie—Ofthe College 'of Sur- )

mas” in more than one beer-shop on
his way to. the house, and the dcliv-
cry of the telegram had been delayed
for some hours’ It was addressed to
‘Natalie. Shc¢opened it, looked at it,
dropped it, and stood speechless;
her lips parted .in horror, her eyes
staring vieaut'y straight Lefore her.
Miss Lavinia took the telegram frow
the floor and read these lires:

and the window. They had prayed
together. They had kissed the
quiet face on the pillow. They had
said to cach other, ** We will live
with him or die with him, as God
pleases.” Miss Lavinia sat. by the
bedside. Natalie was on a stool at
her feet—with her eyes closed, and
her head on her aunt’s knee,

Time went oa.  The clock in_the
hall had struck—ten or eleven, they
were not sure which—when they
heard the signal which warned them
of the servants return from the vil.
lage. lle brought news, and more
than news, he bronght a letter from
Launce.

Natalic read these lines:

geons, kiR
Jasrs Dicas—Of the Roll of Attorneys.
Tuomas WiLpraxo—Superanuated Sea-
man.

Miss GaavarookeE—Sir Joseph's Sister.
Nararie—8ir Joseph's Daughter:

Lapy Winwoon—Sir Joseph's Niece.

AMELIA
Soraa Lady Winwood's Step-
DOROTHEA danghters.

Perion : The Present Time. Prace: Eng-
land.

TWELFTH SCENE.

INSIDE THE HOUSE.

¢ Lady Winwood, Hertford Strect,
London. Te Nataliec Graybrooke,
Church Meadows, R. T. las discov-
ered your marriage to Launce. The
truth has been kept from me tHl to-
day (24th). Instaut flight with
your hnsbhand is your ouly chauce.
I would have communicated wilh
Launce, but 1 do not kuow his al-
dress. You will receive this, I hope
and believe, before R. 'T'. can return
to Somersegshire. Telegraph back,
[ entreat you, to say that you are
safe. 1 shall follow my message if

(Me had been lovking as they had
supposed, for theyuflian who hal at-
tacked Sir Joseph, with a motive,
however, for the search, at which it
was impossibls-for other persons to
gness. His own safity was now
bound up in the safety of Thomag
Wildfang.  As soon as he was out
of sight in” the darknucss, he made

« I shall be with you, dearest, l-
most as soon as you receive this.
The bearer will tell you whathas
happened in the village—your nete
throws a new light on it ail. I enly

village, miss, with the gentleman’s
answer. to your note. I didn’t dare
stay to hear how it ended, for fear
of Mr Turlington’s finding me out.”

Having reached the end of bis nar-
rative, the man looked round rest-
lessly toward the window. It wa-
impossible to say when his master
might not return, and it might be as
mach as his life was. worth to be
caught in the’house after he ha( becu
locked-out of it. He begged permis-
sion to open the window, and make
his escape back to the stables while
there was still time. As he unbar-
red the shutter they were startled by

was_Launce’s voice calling to Nata-
lie. The servant disappeared, and
Natalie was in Launce’s arms before
she eould breathe again.

her head lie on his breast: then she
suddenly pushed him away from her.
“ Why do you come here? He wil
kill you if he finds you in the house.
Where is he?”

Launce knew even lecs of. Turling-
ton's movements than the servant.
4 \Wherever he is, thaak God 1 am
here beforehim!”  ‘Ubat was all the
answer he could give.

remain belmud to go to the vicar
(who is also the magistrate here),
and declare myself your husband.
All disguise mnst be at an end now.
My place is with you and yours. It
is even worse than your worst fears.
‘Turlington is at the “"bottom of the
attack on your father. Judge if you
have not need of your husband's pro-
tection after that [ —L.”

Natalic handed the leiter to her
aunt, and pointed to the sentence
which asserted Turlington's guilty
knowledge of the attempt on Sir Jo
sepl's life. In silent horror the two
The words of penitence and the! oo o) jooked at each other, recall-

straight for the wmalt-house. The
change of clothes was there untouch.
ed : not a trace of his accomplice was
to be seen, Where else to look for
him it was impossible to tell. Tur.
lington had no alternative but to go
back to the house and aseertain if
suspicion had been aroused in Lis
absence.)

I do not hear from you in reasenable
time.”

Miss Laviuia lifted her gray head
and looked at her miece. **Is this
tiue?” she said—and poiuted to the
venerable face laid back, white, on
the white pillows of the bed. Nata-
lic sank forward as her cyes met the
eyes of her aunt. Miss Lavinia
saved her from falling insensible ou

the floor.
- L ] L] L . L

He had only to- aseend the stairs,
and to see, through the open door,
that Sir Joseph had been placed in
his daughter’s rosm.

The confession had been made.

Natalie and her aunt heard him
in silent dismay. Sir Joseph woke
and recognized Launce beforea word

wore could be said.  * Ah my dear

boy !" he murmured, faiatly. ** It's
pleasant to see you again. How do

you come here?” He was quite sat-
isfied with the excuse that suggested
itself. ** We'll talk about it to-mor-
row,” he said, and composed himself
to rest again: '
Natalie made a second (attempt to

persuada Launce to leave the house

« What does this mean?” he'asked,

roughly. wordls. of purdon had been spoken. ing what had happened eariier in the

The peacefol face of the father still cvening, and understanding it now.
lny husbed in rest. One by oue the | -pj, georvant roused them to a sense
minutes succeeded each other une-| e preseat thiugs, by entering on the
ventfully in the deep tranquillty of | oiive of his discoveries in the
the night. It was alwost a relief 5
when the silence was disturbed once
more by another sound outside of
the house. A pebble was thrown up
at the window, and a voice called
out, cautiously, ¢ Miss Lavinia.”
They recognized the voice of the
wan-servant, aud at once opened the
window. :

Beforc it was possible to answer
him, a foot-man appeared with a
message. The doctor had come back
to the door to say that he would take
on himself the vecessary duty of in-
forming the coastable of what had
happened on his return to the village.
Tarlirgton started, and changed col-
or. If Wildfang was found by oth-
ers, aud questioned in his imployer's
absence, serious gonsequences might
follow. *The coustable is my busi-
ness,” said Turlington, hurriedly
desending the stairs; = I'll go with
:he doctor.” They heard him open
the door below, then close it again
(s il some sudden thought had struck
him) and call to the footwan. The
women-survants only slept indoors.
‘I'he footman occupied a room over
the stables. Natalie and her aunt
heard Turlington dismiss the man
for the night, an hour earlicr than
usual, at lcast. His next proceeding
was stravger still. ~ Looklng cauti-
ously over the stairs, Natalie saw
lim lock all the doors on the ground-
floor and take out the keys. When
he went away, she heard bim lock
the front-door behind him- ‘The in-
mates of the house ware imprisoned
till he came back. What did he
mean?
( It meant that-Turlington’s ven-
geance still remained to be wreaked
ou the woman who had deceived him:
It meant that Sir Joseph’s life still
stond between the man who had com-
passed his death, and the money
which the man was resolved to have.
It weant that. Richard Tuylington
was driven to bay, and that the hor-
ror ‘and the peril of the night were bot
at an end yet.) i -
Natalie and her aunt lookeq al
each otfer across the belon which
Si- Joseph lay. Me had fallen iuto
a kind of doze; no enlightenment
could come to them from him. They
coild only ask each-other, winh’
beating bearts and bafiled lpiudu,
what Richard's conduct meant—they
could only fecl instinctively that
some dreadful discovery was hang-
ing over thew, The aunt was the
calmer. of_the two—there was 1o se-
cret weighing heavily o her consei-
euce. She conld feel the consola
tions of religion. **Qur dear one is
spared “to us, wy love,” sa_m the old
lady, gently. * Ged has been good

viliage.

The place was all astic when he
reached it. An old man—a stranger
in Baxdale—had been fountl lying in
the road, close to the church, in a fit ;
and the person who had discovered
him had been no other than Launce
himself. He had literally stumbled

He had something to say to the pyer ghs Ly o(‘{ s \Vlhlﬁm.g

i 7 in the ‘dark; on his way back to his
ladies in private. UHow could he say |

it? A domestic circumstance which | lodgings in the village.
had been marked by Launce, as fa-
vorable to the contemplated elope-
ment, was now noticed by the servant
as lending itself readily to etfecting
the necessary communication with
the ladies. The lock of the garden-
er’s tool-house (in the shrubbery close
by) was under repair; and the gar-
dener’s ladder was accessible to any
one who wanted it. At the short
height of the balcony from the

“Tho gentleman gave the alarm,”
said the servant, describing the event
as t had becn relsted to him, ** and
the man—a huge big old man—was
carried to thé inn. The landlord
identifie] him ; he had taken lefigings
at the inu that day, and the consta-
ble found valuable preperty on him
a purse of money and a gold watch
and chain. There was nothing to
show who. the money and the watch
ground, the-ladder was more than belonged to. It was only when iy
long cnough for the purpose requir-, master and the doctor got to the inn
ed. In afew minutes the servant|Wbad 1t was known who he had rob
liad mounted to the balceny, and| b"’“"‘_‘"d ‘."i"d to "“{""“"' All be let
could speak to Natalic and her aunt out in his wanderiugs before they
at the window. came Wwas Lba.t some person had set

T can't rest quict,” snid the man, him on to doit. Heecalled ‘!‘0 per-
«I'm going on the sly to see what's | son Captain, and sometimes gllpl&lll
doing.down in the village. It’s hard Goward. It was lhfmght-—xf you
on ladics like yon to be locked in could  trust the raving of a ‘mad-
here.. Is there any thing I can do wan—that the fit ‘?"k him while l""
for cither of you?" y was putting his h.unu on Sir Joseph’s

Natalie took up Tady Winwood’s [heart to foel o It had stopped beat;
telegram. ** Launce ought to see Hig. A' sort-of & "“'“'"“ (’53 i “lf_dei;
this,” she said to her aunt. He will ":""d it). must hn\e’O\erpowuen
be here at daybreak,” she added, in him at the moment. They tell me
a whisper, “if I don't tell him what | he raved about the sca bursting into
has happened.” the chtnrclry:\rd. and a drowning
Miss Lavinia turned pale. *If sailor floating by on a hen-coop ; &
he and Richard meet— !” she begar. sailor “'h°_ dmg.gc.d him down te hell
« Pell him!” she added, hurriedly— [bY the bair of bLis head, and sach
« tell him, before it is to late!” like horrible mfusense. miss. He

Natalie wrote a fow lines (address- | a3 still screcching. at the worst of
ot to Launce in his assumed name the fit, when my '““*"Cf and ‘;‘:
at bis lodgings in the village), in- ‘l_"cw" came ““t‘:‘ “‘; ‘m:‘“;“ *
closing Lady Wiuwoods -telegram, sight °f°';°n:' "T °"l.° s
and _ entreating bim to do nothing thought of Mr. Hur ‘“g""l’ 43 g
rash. When the scrvant had disap- that he came first-=he e ;‘ell :)l":"fc
peared with the letter, there was one on a F“.t‘dlbn.. amll‘ \theu . h:(- “:l)l
hope in hier mind and i her aunt’s °°“"“‘“'°“s' ::' :::"’;hc dolctor
wind, which each was ashamed te who il “"Sl M. A P

knowledge to the other—the hope ket a learned nawme, sighilying
. 1 b.e would: face the very drink-madness, and said t!le case
;%::;er‘aa::t they dreaded for him, wiis hopeless, However, he onle_re;!
and come to the house ! the room to be cleared of the crowd,

«We don’t know what may have
happened,” she said. **&le may have
followed you on your way here. He
may have purpesly let you enter his
house. Leave us while you have the
chance.”

Miss Lavinia added her persuas-
ion. They were useless.
quietly closed the heavy window-shut-
ters, lined with iron, and put up the
bar.  Natalie wrung her hands in
leepair. :

« IIave you been to the magistrate 2
she asked. ¢ Tell us, at least,
you here by his advice? Is h
ing to lelp us?”
Launce bhesitated.

Launce

com-
If Ik

el that he was there in direct oppo-
sition to the magistrate’s advice:

have told him Sir Joseph must be
moved. Cheer up, Natalie ! the doe-
tor will be here as soon as Turling-
ton.”
As the name passel his lips—with-
out a sound outside to prepare them
for what was coming—the voice of
‘Purlington . himself suddenly pene-
trated into the reom, speaking close
behind the window, en tho outer
side. y :

 You have broken into my house
in the night,” said the voiee: * and
you don't escape this way.”

Natalie flew to her father. Mis eyes

feebly .recognizing the voice, The

ladder from the balcony.
taken it away.
pen.

prehension in that quarter.

a sceret entrance iute the house.

Jocked door.

They had not been long alone | to. see what he could do. My mas-

to us. We are inhis hands. It we B e Sic Joseph drowsily 'ter was reported to be still ﬁith t.he

know that, we ¥now enough.”

has broken into my house.

e answered evasively, “If the vicar |
doesn't_come, the doctor will. 1}, questian the report-of the explod-|

were witle open in terror ; he moaned.

next sound that was heard was the
sound made by the removal of-the
Turling-
ton, having descended by it, had
Natalie had but too
accurately guessed what would hap-
The death of the villaiu's ac-
complice had freed him from all ap-
He had
deliberately dogged Launce's steps,
and had deliberately allowed him to
put himself in the wrong by effecting

I'bere was 2 interval—a horrible
interval—and then they heard the
front-deor opened. Wit out stop-
ping (judging by the absence of
sound) to close it again, Turlington |
ascended the stairs and tried the

'« Come out, aud giveyourselfup?”

doctor, waiting 1o see whether the | door isn’t openca belore 1 count three |

[ One !”
Lannce was armed with
| but hie stick.

e instant's
i himself up.

hesitation. to

fore he could reach the door.
“Two " eried the voice outsile. as
; Laucce struggied to force her from
him. At the same moment his eje
turnedl  toward the bed. It was
exactly opposite the door—it was
straight in the line of fire! Siv
Joseph’s life (a8 Turlington had de-
{liberately .calenlatedy was actually
|in greater danger than Lannce’s life.

1 bed, and took the ol man in his arm-
to lift him out.
| - ¢ Three!”

Fhe crash of the report sonnled,

For one delicious moment she let | 4. : : i |
The builet eame throueh the docr,

(gr:\'/.e‘l Launce's left arn and burried
{itselfin the pillow, at the very place
on  which Sir Joscph's b ad  had

rested the moment belore,

had  saved his father-n-law’s life.

Farlington had tired bis tivst shot for
Illm monvy, and not got it yet.
| They weresafe iu the corney of

the roomn. on the saune cide as the

lin Lanvee's wins ; the women pale,
[ but admirably calm. They were safe,

| for

the moment,

I bullet(fired at an angle) tore its way

through the wall en theis right hand

s I hear you,” cried the voive

the miscreant on the other side of the

ldoor. * I'll have you yet—=thiough
| the wall.”

There was a pause., They heard
[ his hand sounding the wall, to dind
out where there
the material of whi-h it
{and where there was plaster oul: .
At that dreadful moment Launce’s
com Josure He laid
Sir Joseph softly on the floor, and
sizned to Natalie and her aunt to lie
down by him in silence. Their lives
depended now on peither their voices

wis solid weod in
was buliit,

never lett him,

derer where to fire. 1e chose his
piace. - The Larrel of the revolver
.gmtml as be laid it agdinst ‘the wal .
He touched the hairtrigger. A faint

led. The thitd barrel hul missed

| fiie.

g 1
had told | ‘They heard Lim ask hin self, with an |
the truth, he mustshave acknowledg |oath, * Whal's wrong with it now and he went to work, 1Io tug

| Thers was a panse of silence.

Was he examining the weapon?
: s

.iug charge burst on their ears.
| was instantly followed by
{fall.  They fooked at tie
‘\mll of the room. No sign

| let there or any where.
| .
|

| Lawnce signed to them not toMOVE B moans of 4 conrse of 1.
jyet. They waited, and listened.
{ Nothing etirred on the lauling out-|

|
| side,

Suldenly there was a distarbance | iy towy insists on {o

nothing
He acvarced. withoot |
gve
Natalie threw her arms
| p : ’

{round him and cla~ped him fast be-'

4 eminiag,

Lannce '

door—Sir Joseph, helplesgas a child |

when-the second |

of |

wor their movements telling the mur |

a heavy
opposite
of a bul-

BECONT HISL,
|

4 i g |
man lived or died, when 1left the your blood be ontyour own heal.' (Derived frowa meen! Moneyn dxticle

ina Morning 2 Vewsp per.)

e We are regnested to gise the
fullest  contrwiction to unfavorah!s
Crctooes Intely in cirenlation respec -
e e firm of Pizzituti, ‘To Lugton
« Branea. Some N-’mpnr;.‘.\ deranygs

twentin the mechine.y oi the busines
! was undotbtedly protucel in con

| sequence of ihe sudden deah ol the
{ lamented M

| Turlington, hy the accilental s

managiig  partuer,

icharge of a revolver which Yie wa
W hatever
vhbstacles may have e.ist-d ure 1uw
We

fanthority, that the well-kuown hogse

Leinporsre

Overcuiaes are

a voite hailing them from below. -h'”ctm'e himself free, rushel to the of Messis:. Bulpit Brothers las a.

tinterest in the bisiness, .

( £y iton uatil further notice.”

will car-

: YUE rND.
| -

Be  kconomicat.—Lonk oar
rour ~'|-“m|i|.g. Nu matter what
comes ircif more oo 9 et vou sl
|always be poor. Phe ait s not in
| maning woaey, bul in keeping v

vlie cipenses like mice inoa Tn;n 1,
wben they are many, make great
vaste.  Hair by hair, heads got Eal.l §
[straw by stiaw, the tatch goes ox;‘
| the cottage; and drop by drop. the
frain comes in the chamber. A hurrep
is soon-cmpty, 1 the tap leaks but o
diop a minate,

0

When you wean 1)
|save, berin with yYour mouth ; mu.v
Pthieves puss down the red lane, 4+
ale jug s a great waste Iy sl ovhe,
things keep withif compuass.  Neyeg
isticteh your legs fartner than (ye
I Blankets will reach, or You wiii soon
be cold. Iu cloths, choose sujuatne
il Justing staff and
| fineries. TH be warm is the wam
| thing ; never mind the looks. A ol
jmay tmake moaey, but it takes » wisa
man to spend it. - Remember, it is
euasier to build two chimnies than 1o
keep one going. 1f%oun give ali to
hack and board, there is nothing lefi
| for the savings bank. Fare hard und
work hard while you are youny, al
vou will have a chance. to rest whes
| ,ou are old.

not tawary

i Fisk’s Frest Mistake.—Fisk nsed
|

to voi_l about his first mistake in. life.
| Said the Colonel. * When "I was
{alt lo boy on the Vermont farm,
|y l.flh.-r tok me up to the stable.”
| Suid heg ** James, the stable win-
dow is pretty high for a bov, bui de
vou think vou cou!ll ta'ie this shoyei
| and clean the stabie?” :

| L dow't know. pop.” «aid Ja es,
‘ ¢ I never have done it.”

i Well, my hoy, it you w'll do

|

re{ click was the only sound that follow=1 this morning. I'ii give v tbis brici

i SR -

| silver dotlar.” said his fither, patting

{ him on the bewd, while he held i

silver dollar before his eves,
»ood,” said Jwnes. o T e,

\:m\] vulted, and litte ', and putte 1
and finally, it was dones anl e
| tather gave him thetivst silver aoi ar,

Betore they couid ask themselves | L ving,

* Phat's right James: von i}

1x‘~1-1nn<ii«|l_\'. and now I il von o

'l‘i-\ it 80 nicely I sl have vou «o u

every mornicg this wouter!” - =

Hired helpisa drug in New \]
bany, all through the mach.as oos
of one wealthy and desiguine e

r 1
in the discharge of honseho'd do-os
she has finally induced a poor bHu
worthy mechanie to thow i ne!”
away aupon her,

SOW CVeCy

g all the work

{ of the silence in the lower rezions—a | around the house, in the vain hop

| ¢clamor of many voices at the open
Iad the firing of the
Miss Lavinia sank on her knees. i revolver been lieard at the \'icamgo'.'
{Yes!” Ihey recognized the viear's

house door.

| voice among the others.
{more, and they’ heard

lle instantly closed it ag
Natalie could 1ollow “him.

on the landing outside,

had exploded while he
at it. The buliet

spot.

DOCU}I»F,!\'T.\R\' HINTS, IN
CONCLUSION,

FIRST HINT

Rack.)

A moment
a general
| exclamation of horror on the stairs.
Luunce opened the docr of‘\lle room.
ain before

"The dead body of Turlington lay
‘The charge
in the fourth barrel of the revolver
. was looking |
had entered lus
weuth, and had Killed lin on the

(Derived from Lady Winwood's Cad-

4 Sir Joseph Graybrooke ard Miss
Grayiroooke request the houor of
Lord aud Lady Winwood's company
he odfled through the “door. * It dinner, on Wednesday, February
have got my revolver with me, and 110, at half past seven o'clovk. To
have a right to fire on a man who!meet Mr. and Mss. Launcelot Liuzie

1f the ' on their return,” :

inducing another vietim to mount ta.
altar of saeridce.

The fo! 'mtini_' insidions statement
is going the rounds: A Piutsg bl
feminine Sunday school teachor rve
cently. w! o engaged in the adong
istration of her daiies, lostither b v
and dudn’t Kaow where to find L
W heu o she got howe the book ¢
hooks was found  avagging on the
bnstle hehind her. where it hal beo
placed Ly a mewber of her class wii:
had not the fear of Goa betore "his
eyus.”

A Californin far e recenily seai-
tered some wheat soaked with whis-
ky over a field frequented by, witl
geese,  The silly towls ghrged then.
selves with the scductive bangue.,
and got so tight that they conkd nat

dispatched six Lundred of them with
a e,

A well-knowa saloon keeper - £Co-
hoes made a bet one day last weck
that he counl . ext a mouse which sime
parties canght ‘n his saloon. The
bet was 83, To the. utter astonis<h-
ment of all preseut the man eat tie

too, before life had becomd wholly
extinet! ; ==

The voice ol a Pennsylvania prima
donna is described as ** 8ix octavis
abosr o the sereech of a lost Tudian,

o .
inthrmald, o

| dy, when the farmer stepped in axt

mouse,  body, tail, and ally and-that, *
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