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; The writer, in addressing the members of!
the Belleville Consumers’ Economy. ague the
other day, stated that he had been going to
church with more or less regularity for “nigh
onté forty years” and he had never yet heard
a sermon on the subject of Work—just_plain;
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A 'lady from New York, now vigiting in
‘Belleville, told The Ontario of an experience
she had ‘prior to leaving New York. She want-
ed to get some furniture packed to.torwp,’rd to
Boston and she went to & man who did that
kind of work. She made her request and he
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2y, O the béeasion o ik etent seventy-thirdihat 1t winl be impossible to go on indefinitely

birthday, Thomas-A. Edison departed from his flinging away money in handfuls for more lux-

life-time custom of doing great things and then|ypies and indulgences ang! then assessingsthe b
refraining from writing or publicly talking amount upon 'industry and commerée: in'. the i

about his ‘accomplishments. So pregnant with
wisdom were the few simple words contained in
his birt.hday'{hessag'e and so vital in suggesting
@ solution of one of the greatést problems before
the people today, that his message ought to be

foyms of boosted pay and inflated profits. This
is the mistake of thinking that easy money,
cheap money, is wealth, whereas the only real
wealth is created by the efforts of hands or
brains operath{g on natural resources with the
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asked in an amazed and injured tone. . featured in every newspaper in Canada. aid of proper tools. - ;
This is the message: - 3 This matter has been much agitated of late.
“On my birthdays, I like to turn for a mo-The wastrels and cormorants may disregard the

ment and look ‘backward over the road I have truth, but money is gensitive and the investment

commonplace, unro?nantic Work. He ’zle:om- ShE dor"t yoiu ke his 1s Saturday?”
mended that the wives of one or ;zlwom rsy— “Yes, I know it is Saturday, but what has
men, who happened to be present, should carry that to do with it?” asked the taly A i

a message from the meeting to their husbands| :
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that the latter should prepare and deliver a ser-
mon or a series of sermons, expounding the
gospel of Work. . 3

We have no doubt the message was duly
delivered but regret to say that we have not
ag yet had any"”intimation, by way of the an-

¥ nouncement of subjects of sermons in our ad-

vertising columns that the messége has been
acted upon.
0 0 0 ©

We have had sermons a plenty on ﬁie sub- |

ject of Rest. There is'a hymn that tells us in
verse of indifferent quality, that: ~
“On the other side of Jordan
In the sweet fields of Eden
Where the Tree of Life is blooming
There is rest for you.” : ;

We must conféss that a Paradise where
there is a deadly, monotonous round of eternal
rest has small attraction for us. We prefer
that fuller and richer pleasure, that comes from
doing, accomplishing and achieving.

“I know what pleasure is for I have done
good work,” wrote Robert Louis Stevenson in
one of those pregnant sentences that convey to
us-a world -of meaning.

And we wish to say right hére that we do
not beliéve that earth affords or that the para-
dise to_come will ever afford a greater ‘plegsure
than that which comes to us from a congenial
task well accomplished.
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This good old earth has for several thou-
sand years been domihated by a ‘false _ idea.
This is the idea that Work is a curse’ /

The mistaken notion came, we think, from

) the old-fashioned theology which took too lit-

eral a view of the position of our first parénts
and their subsequent expulsion from Eden.

It is true-the history, as it is recorded in
Genesis, tellé us they were sent out of the Gar-
den because of: their disobediénce and *‘were
thereafter compelled to labor more strenuously
for a living. But We are, unable to accept the
opinion -that their previous life in Eden- had
been entirely oneiof'pampered ease. We are
told in the 15th verse of the 2nd chapter that
“the Lord God took the man and put him in the
Garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.”
That passage, if it means anything implieg that
Adam had a duty to perform and work to do.
But éven as it was he and Eve got. their living
too easily ahd Satan soon found mischief for!
the idle hands, :

. ® 0. 0 >
\ It is strange how any one reading the won-
derful story of ‘the Man - of “Nazareth could
gather from it any other impression than that
of the nobility and divinity of all manly effort.

It"is true that the profiteers and aristo-,

“

you know.” ;

“Doesn’t your wife. ever work on' Satur-
day?” again inquired the lady.

“Ye-es, she does,” hesitatingly - admitted
the man, ’ . v B

“And doesn’t she also work on Sunday?”
Persisted the lady. ;

“Ye-es, she does that t00,” was the even

‘|more reluctant admission.

, “And doesn’'t she work longer than eight
hours a day for seven days a week?” was the
further relentless inquiry. S i

“She sure does,” owned up the man. /. 7

» “Now, see here,” said the lady in meds-
ured tones, “I’d just like to know how long
you lazy men think that we women are going
to put up with that kind of nonsense? We've
got the vote and we'’re going to use it and oite
of the first things we intend to do ig’to pee that
some- of you shirks put, in an honest week’s
work. TI've got some furniture to pack and I
want it done today, for'I have to leave. Will
you do it?” !

The/furniture was packed that same day.
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- We have resided in Belleville now a little
over ten years. We have been noticing the
habits  of people more or less during that time.
There are some whom we know pretty. well
who in all that ten years we have never seen
doing any real work. And they are healthy,
able-bodied men and far more capable physi-
cally, of producing some of the goods the world
needs 50 badly than are tHouSands of others
who are slaving from morning till night 4An
order to make ends meet. 3

That was a g09d rile we had, in regard to
loafing, during the later years of the war. The
law should be revived for the food scarcity is
row greater than ever and the disposition to
streets during production hours * Seems also
greater than ‘before. 7 '

© 0 0 o
. Many big-voiced qgi\tators, with small rea-
soning ‘capacity, have been spreading the fool-
ish and pernicious octrine that we must have
short hours ‘and reduceq output g0 that there
will “be enough ‘work to g0 around.”

No more mischievous nonsense could be
preaehe;l for it is”that sort of teaching, acted
vbon  generally, that is creating the present
kardship and world-wide scarcity of the es-
sentials of life. ‘
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" The members of the Ontario Legislature
and Cabinet were recently the guests of the
Toronto Independent Labor Party and the To-
ronto District Labor Cou'pcil when they were
tendered a, banguet. Jimmy Simpson presided
and Premier Drury was chief guest, receiving

“Why, we never work on Saturday here, |traveled. °

- foming lazier than the last.

crats of lordly Jerusalem passed sarcastic re-'a very warm welcome. - In his speech Mr. Drury
marks about the humble Carpenter from the;spoke of the similarity of the wants and claims
obscure Village of Nazareth. He worked Wwith of the Labor party with the United Farmers.
His hands, and it was the utmost presumption They had much in common, and he believed that
for Him to assume to teach pharigaic Philoso-'they would give the country the kind of govern-
phers, at the center of religious thought in the n;ent that it needed and ‘wanted. Labor and
eastern world. * But the Carpenter left HiS 'the Farmers were the same people with the
bench, not because the work was severe and same methods. There was only. one point
the hours long. ' He left thd menial toil, that .he!regarqmg which the Farmers and the Labor
had forever ennobled, because He had a-mes- nien differed and he said: :
sage to deliver to a world that He knew needed| ~ -« am sympathetic  toward every-aim
it. K ' AN of Tabor but one, and that is the plan to
And for thrée years thereafter He labored make ‘work for alk to shorten the hours
and endured and,suffered, as only His gentle! to let it go around. If we see torit'that men
and supersensitive spirit could suffer and en-| who earn the goods get them, ‘then the
dure, for He was a Man of Sorrows and ac-| more goods we produce the better we are
quainted with griefs. ‘- oft. So' let’s get to work and see that the
But we also believe that in those three ,producer gets the value of his product. We
years He reaped ineffable joys. For when He must: work and produce the things we need.
went about healing the sick, restoring sight to| Why should we care for the valie of the -
the blind, feeding the hungry, blessing the littie doilar provided we by wc;ﬂ;ing can get what
childr’egi anddelivering His new message of | = we want of the things, we feed in life?”
love and universal brotherhood, the sunshine ; : 0 0 0 o
that He scattered must have been reflected back Commenting upon Premier Drury’s re-
to Him in that supreme satisfaction that conies{marks, The Hamilton Times had this to say:
only to those who go about doing good. : In our opinion it is a mistake to be-
Just now there is no gospel that needs to| ‘lieve that short. hours makes work for
be preached so zealously angd continuoqsly as| others—make work go around so that more
the gospel of Work. g men will be employed. The IJess work, /
It, requires a courageous preacher; to ex- produced there will be less demand for the
round that gospel, for it is not popular. raw materials, making less work for those
Everybody is taking ‘the other course or|
vreaching the gospel of more pay for less work. ¢
We havgjan./g:;n hunting out the soft jobs’
for ourselves untiletIlJm‘-,at'e'x_i;b!"}di;fger soft jobs |
enough to go round. Each'g teration ig be- |

will’be' produced and there wild be fewer to ;
‘bee - sell,"which again will reduce thd number of
.and fewer goods that are produced. the
' deared they will be. At -the safhe . time
‘there fs a certain limit over which men
should not have to work if their health and .
family interests are to be considered, .

(or 2 day's work limited to. ten ‘hours. TLater
the bocn sought ‘was.an eight-hour day but now |
R S \ i

When we were young the agitation was'

\ 3

tore.

‘(farmers work from-twelve to sixteen hours a'

A : : that ‘accumulates from too much ‘leisure than mation
‘engaged in producing these. Less .800ds . |because of overwork.. Thomas A. Edison is a

_‘People working along  commercial lines, | "
! i ‘All wise counsellors have: beer telling ' the appeal is being made to the buémess corpora-
country for months that it will be impossible to|tions of the Dominion for a fund of $1,500,000.
180 on forever paying more for less hours work |Of this sum more than $300,000 ha:q been already

: market has a subconscious perception and judg-
“Today, 1 am wondering what would have |ment that are in the long run unerring. Prob-
happened to me by now, if, fifty years ago, somelably the present flutter is not of great impor-
fluent talker had converted mb to the tlfe/ory of itance; it is unlikely that any serious -catag-
the eight-hour day and convinced me that it|trophe will develop from it; but it 4s a lesson
was not fair to my fellow-workers to put forth lsng a warping. It is a lesson to all who are
my best efforts in mywork? engaged in straining conditions of any sort to
“I am glad that the eight-hour day had not an unnatural degree.
been invented when I was a young man.. If my It is a lesson to strikers, it ig a lesson' to
life had been made up'of eight-hour days, I profiteers, it is a lesson to idlers and wasters,
don’t believe I could have accomplished a great|tc those who are doing less than the natural
deal. ] " day’s work and to those who are spending more
“This country would not amount to asmuchz than the natural day’s pay. A real collapse in
ag it does, if the young men of fifty years agothe financial world would put a stop to the
:had been afraid that they might earn more than whole carnival of folly at once, and would sub-
they were paid. There were shirkérs in those stitute a period of penal contraction in all direc-
days, to be sure, but they didu’t boast of it. The 'tions. TLet all join in- praying that such a ca-

ness and-Tack of ambition. pressed attitude towards ‘enterprise and invest-
“I. am not against the eight-hour day, or any ment, a shrinking of capital because of alarm
other thing that protects labor from exp10ita-lfrom its normal work of keeping industry and
tion at the hands of ruthless’employers, but it commerce going to top speed.
makes me sad to gee young Americans shackle! The remedy, the great preventive of such a
their abilities by blindly conforming to ruleg'misfortune is all round moderation, restoring
whicl/force the industrious man to keep in step,confidence. The country suffers from some.
with the shirker. If these rules are carried to;thln-g of a fever of making and spending. Hy-
their logical conclusion, it ‘would seem that sterical extremes in the opposite direction are
they are likely to establish a rigid system ‘of ,Lnnecessary, ingd unwise. What is most
vocational classes, which will make it difficult needed is a period of common sense marked by
for a working man to improve his condition and head work, fair®play, controlled personal outlay
station in life by his own efforts. I have'always'and steady savings, " »
felt that one of the principal reasons for Am’eri-i
can progress in the past has ‘been thaf every .
rean had a chance to become whatever he'want-, Sixteenthly, and in conclusion, ‘let us ob-
ed to be. It used to be fashionable to be ambi-|serve that slavery in the olden times-produced
tious. The employee planned to become an em-({the impression that jwork was an- evil and a
ployer; the unskilled man sought to become curse; that rest was the ideal.
more skilful. A young man was not well | But we know better now. Work—not slav-
thought of, if he was not striving for a higher ery or overwork and certainly not idleness—is
Blace in life. There appears to have been ajthe divine plan of the ages. It is a god-like
change in recent years. The presgent disposi-{plan producing happiness and the only real sat-
tion is seemingly to say, in effect: ‘I am whaﬂ isfaction and genuine success.
I am and so I shall remain. I aspire to nothing There is only one explanation of absolute
better than my present job. I ask for nothing,ifailure—‘o-nly one. And that is lack of ‘hard
except larger wages.and shorter hours.’ ’wonk. )
“Of coure, I realize that the leaders of | We all admire the achievemgnts of Thon;‘as
Union Labor.-have their political problems and|A. Edison, whose birthday message we quote
that they must appeal to-the collective intelli-|above. , °
gence /of their followers, &hich is lower tha.nI When you think of his reputation and suc-
the ‘a¥erage individual intelligence of the same'cess in the world, read over again that birthday
men, but there ought to be some labqr leader_,,!message to understand that success was not
strong enough and wise enough to make Trade something that he picked, re y-made off a tree,
Unions a means of fitting their members for|but was the fruit of toiling for fourteen hours a
betfer jobs and greater respons: I won-|day and often more,
der if the time will ever come ‘when the unions, Recently Edison said another thing that
gegerally, will teach their members how to be every reader of The Ontario should learn by
better workmen, and train the ablest and most heart: ~ '
ambitious to become bossés and employers. In “Genius is one per cent. inspiration and
other words, will the Trade Union grasp its op- ninety-nine per cent. perspiration.
portunity to becomg a school of industrial and} Their are ten thousand kinds of success but
commercial training for its members-—the poor in every one, hard work is the cornerstone, the
man’s college and a friendly rival of our tech-ffoundation, the mortar for the brick; the one
nical institutes and schools of commerce? If ’thing‘without which theré would be nothing
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that time ever does arrive, Trade Unionism will
be one of the world’s greatest forces in sociall g2
progress, and I think there will be,a much bet-| |~ L Perts have estimated that in the.Cana

S dian Northwest there are today something like
ter understanding between capital and labor. 20,000,000 acres of yacant land, all of it within
“I hope I may have enough’ birthdays to en-| :

—— ] i

7 0% 5 1age is exclusive of that held by the Domirfion
feel like it now. Inasmuch a8 the thibltion"(}ovemment the Canadian Pacific and other
ists have buried ‘Johnny Walker’ under the 18th|mﬂwa/ys’ and the Hudson Bay Cartigarny. ks
Amendment,. and .he has no further use for his order that this land may become gettled, an or-
trade-mark in tl.ns country, I'll borrow it and ganization known as the Western Canada Col-
£2y that T am S“Hogoi:g strong.’ - : onization Association has Been formed. It is

5 0: % Icomposed of prominent Canadians, many of|
What is the truth about this six-hour day or | them leading financiers of the east,-and hasy the
eight-hour day_or ¢ n:hour‘day? backing .of the financial and commercial in-

' T\he truth is that in many Qccupa.tions Men e rasts of the praifie provinces A latge part of
ma‘y work ten hours a day without the slightdst this'land is owned abroad, and it is because of
kijury to their mental \moral or physical na-lipis to a considerable extent, that it is remain-
Thé‘re Are other occupations, again, ing unsettled The “object of the colonization
where the work is of guch a heavy or exhausting ‘company is to act for this ownership in placing
Dbature that eight hours or even six hours a day,séttlers, a work that neither the GovernmentA
i4 plemty long enough. ‘ nor the rhilways can_take up where privately

Farming'is a strenuous occupation and Yetlowned land is concerned With both of ‘the
latter the colonization company will co-operate
day during the producing season and suffer no so that powerful financial and other assistance
i1l effects. , From the farm the city recruits its!can be had The company will see that the new-
new resources of bmlns and energy, as statis- ecmerg will ' be blaced at points best suited to
tics. abundantly prove. » . them and th€y will be looked after until prop-
4r more people die because of the rust/erly established, with expert advice and infor-

! k : The scheme promises: to bring immense
stirring example ‘of the truth that hard “work progress and prosperity to the Northwest, which

shirker tried to conceal or excuse his»shiftless-'lamity may be averted as is involved in a de-

again,

Torchy i8 again -flaunting
the danger flag. He says that
when it comes to a' question of
health folks ought to stop,
look and listen. For your
health’s sake the drajpage in
your home should be in perfect
condition. Let us examine it
and tell you what the bitl will
be to put it in first-clgss con-
dition.

JOHN LEWIS
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EVERYBODY USES THEM —
EVERYBODY LIKES THEM

Our Daylo Flashlights are con-
sidered the most satistactery electric
flashers th€ people of this city have
tried. They throw a brilliant white
light frem -the Mungston lamp, the
batteries last longer, the lamps last
longer too. The lens is crystal clear
and a strong magnifier. Why Aot
get one today

AT )
PEPPIN 'S
ELECTRIC SHOP? '
Phone 462 189 Pront St,

E'RE eqn{ipped to handle
W any Kind of a pjlumbing
job — big or small —the
public has to effer. We do our
work well and we do it in jig
time too. No waiting aorund for
inspiration. We deliver the goods
in.a hirry snd you’ll be perfectly
willing to meet the sort of a bifl
-we’ll hand” you.

Geo. A. Teti |

Phone 889

393 Frent St.

: ;& score or so miles of railways. Thig vast acre-|
able ‘me to witness something of that kind. I . g ¢

does not kill. /

/ 0 0 o e “jtire country In order to finance the project an,

- {will, of course, be reflected throughout the en- | 4

and less preduct .per hour. . Every one ‘whose subscribed by public-spirited ‘financial and busi-
opinion. is worth heeding has been- pointing out ness men, I ,
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For .immediate acceptance
the 8 per cent. preferred
participating stock of a
gilt edge indusgrial com-
pany carrying a substan-
tial bonus of cemmon
stock, dividends payable
quarterly. Full informa-
tion furnishéd on request.

Imperial Finanecial
' Corporation,

Room 4, 51 King St. West,
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