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have been fought out at eo great a distance m
to the or-: of. ‘war: tract “

time or space that they fail in ap

linary imagination. But the songs of the Civil

| War must linger in the minds even of those who
were mere children when it was in progress
And it is songs from the heart of a struggling
and revealing people which best of all reveal
that heart.

Songs were simpler, formerly, the times be-
ing less sophistlcated So Tar, this war has
evoked no songs worthy of the name because
the. British are still suffering from German pre-
war ‘“Kultur.” Poets have Jost the courage to ex-
press themselves. in the old, open-hearted way.
They must be modish, “scientific,” quasi-German
or silent. Hence the deluge of verses without

—=  real thought or sentiment or spirit, with which

SIX YEARS AGO TODAY.

(From Saturday’s Daily)

Six years ago today The Ontario came un-
der the present management, and we Now -en-
ter upon our seventh year with very bright
auspices. The years that have intervened have
been very eventful in a business way with re-
gults that have been extremely gratifying.

In that rather brief period the-circulation
of The Daily Ontario has very nearly quadru-
pled, while the patronage of the Ontario Job
rooms has more than quadrupled.

This success and expansion have been ren-

¢ dered possible only because we have enjoyed
the confidence and favor of our bysiness men
and the general public. For these innumer-
able manifestations of kindness and good will
we are extremely grateful. Our many short-
comings have been treated wth an indulgence
that surpassed mere-friendship. Our efforts to
improve have been received with instant recog-
nitionand favor.

We are our own severest critics. It has
been a souice of extreme regret that we have
so0 often failed to reach our ideal of what a
paper should be in a city the size of Belleville.

To issue a daily paper in a center with our
comparatively small poepulation, and with the
strong competition of the metropolitan papers,
is in itself a business achievement that requires

"~ the most careful planniqg and calculation: It
{s the first duty of a newspaper to pay its debts.
; The Ontario has been compelled to win ‘its
way purely as a business proposition. During
the present regime we have received no gov-
ernmental pay or favors. We have at our back no
weaithy plutoerats who have mongy top bestow

o on. -doubtful enterprisee. We are located in a

district where the party we have usua.lly sup-

rted is in a hopeless migoﬁty s&: yegrsgt

‘_‘ t many thousauds of dollars to give our
4 thoroughly modern equipment.

- Only this week we have installed a multi-
/p“le-magazine Linotype composing machine di-
rect from' the faetory at Brooklyn, N.Y. This
mechapical marvel will do as much work as
five average compositors working by the old
hand process of type-setting.

Next week we intend to install in the print-
!ng departmpnt a large: Miehle press of the lat-
est type. The press i§ also a mechanical marvel
and is the product of the great Mtehle factories
at Chicago, where the finest presses on the
American continent aré produeed.

When the imprdvements that we have now

_in contemplation are finished, we will be able to

_serve our 'patroms’ from one of the most com-
plete and up-to-date printing establishments
between Toronto and Montreal.

. Our friends will have noticed that for
geveral weeks lately our paper was not fully up
¢o the standard. This regrettable condition was
due to a variety of causes which -&re heing
eliminated as rapidly as possible. In the' first
place our mechanical force has been ba,dly is-
organized owing to the enlistment of a\number
of our workmen, - In the present condition of
the labor market, it has been impossible to se-

: cure a sufficiency of competent wqumen on
short notice. While these labor troubles were
A gtment became deluged

:’%?oﬂle&u;oﬂ Vvor &at had to be quickly de-
Mvered. (And, added to all this, was the further

: complica.ﬂon ‘caused by the introduction of* new

machinery:

. Of these outside diﬂiculties the outside pub-
fic knew nothing. They merely saw the effects
in the poorer guality ‘'of our paper. But they)
have been, kindly in. their criticistns, and now
that ‘matters are pretty nearly straightened ‘out
we trust we will not soon again have to ask
their forbearance. - We:hope soon to be issuing
a papér to which citizens ¢an point with pride
and one that will be in itself a reflex of the
progreesive apirit that hss come to animute our

beautiful city

DO WE REALIZE?
Not a few. of the elders among us must re-

we have been afflicted! Scarcely a single song
worth remembering, or to be:remembered, has,
during the course of the Great War, sprung from
the real British heart. Yet that heart has never
beat more manfully or more truly. It has unhap-
pily been repressed by the still surviving spirit
of Germanism, by the influence of German lack
of idealism and German contempt for human-
ism; by German hatred of the spiritual‘and exal-
tation of the material. We have weakly, not to
say wickedly, for more than a generation, pros-
trated ourselves in humble admiration of Ger-
many. We are paying the price. - We have only
ourselves to blame. When a really great people,
such as the British, voluntarily bends the knee
]to a pinch-beck, pedantic, pretentious, semi-
barbarous tribe, like the Germans, it ought not
to humble itself further by complaining of the
natural consequence. It should devote itself ra-
ther to getting rid forever of its grotesque Ger-
man gods and returning to its natural straight
and narrow path of duty and honor.

When the American Civil War was on, the
Americans sang songs not “made in Germany,”
or under German.mfluence, which will appeal
for generations to the hearts of striving and en-
during men and women. The simple earnest-
ness of those songs is their lasting charm. How
many are there in the English-speaking world

ar with _these verses:

“We are tenting tonight on the old.camp ground
Gjve us a song to cheer our weary hearts,— .
A song of home and friends we Jove so dear.

“Many are the hearts that are weary tonight
Wishing for the war to cease;

Many are the hearts lookmg for- the nght
To see the dawn of peace.”

Xy

5 the‘;ﬁiil ﬁneusure of their touching
‘truthfulness. Our soldier 1ads are not even “‘tent-
ing.” They are existing in ditches and holes in
the ground, subjected to constant and murder-
ous attacks, day and night. They are enduring
sufferings, compared with which the worst hor-
rog of the war fade into- insigmﬁcance “They
are displaying bravery infinitely above all the
boastings, of ancient chivalry. Yet they are
merely our sons and brothers. To the dangers,
privations, by day and by night, to the distress
of filth, and cold and-weariness, are added the
homesick longings,fwith the'constant prospect of
dying alone among’ strangers or enemies, with
small-hope of any last word of cheer from those
whon} ‘their boyish hearts have loved and will
love to the end. -

Have we, whether young or old men or
women, who rest at home, in peace and comfort,
any actual realization of the sacrifices which our

.soldiers have made, are making and have still

to make? Is it ot our wont to reégdrd thei in
the mass—to think of them as a sort of- huge

“gporting team’ which we have organized and |-

are sending out to play the game" l’or us, and

for it? How many of us pause to think that our
‘armies are composed of individuals every one of
‘whom is a man like urnito us, but better and brav-
ler? Most of them, nearly all, in fact, had neith-
er inclination nor desire for soldiering.. They
‘were human—they ‘had their'doubts, their fears:
They wereé sons—they had their reluctance to
leave “home and mother.” They were husbands
or lovers—it was hard beyond imeasure to'tear
themsélves from those they loved. They had
been brought up in sheltered homes—they
shrank from the tortures of: the trenches. Yet
they came forward by thousands and hundreds
of thousands and offered their services out of
real patriotism, one of the ‘loftiest and purest
of human.motives. And we complacently watch-
ed them jo, rather congratulating’ ourselves on
our sel!-eacriﬁce if we took the trouble “to see
| them oft,’ » and give them a feeble cheer.
Quronly excuse is our poor humanity. But
there¢ is no excuse at all; and never can be, for
such as have remaitied at ome to batten on the
exigenciee of the war and enrich themselves at
the expense, at the risk and to the loss of those
who volunteered, who sacrificed all, dared all, at

ufember distinctly, many of the fathers and ,the cail of King and Country. Could aught more
mothers of the present active generation should|atrocious be imagined than vile human vamipjres

still retain, more or less vivid recollections of,

seizing such an occasion to fill their pockets by

tkeggonies through whiﬁtthmerican peophs stealing from our men at the front the very

Rebellion. That was/means of defending themse
riénce of the activities and our enemies? Have the rulers of Cansda,

heerest previd\m

elves against their

A mw nrmed"‘connm have me*mmot Canzds reatized- hr any ‘ade-

g st e e b S 1

ERTATRR

'who are not, after the lapse of sixty years, famili-|

'Bheee a.rti.ees words have only to be ap- :
esent-day conditions “atthe' front’” to| -

which will be amply rewarded by-our “rooting”|

or the still more de-
plorable; eriminality of shielding the “grafters”

or'attempting to shieid tlrem, under any possible
pretext? 5 v

WHY DO NOT MORE MEN ATTEND
CHURCH ?

Some weeks ago The Ontario published
three or four editorial articles in which we dis-
cussed in rather a frank manner the problem of
declining church attendance. We gave what we
believed were the true reasons for # condition

jthat is very generally recognized and very gen-

erally deplored. Shortly after the articles ap-
peared we received the following letter from one
of the most prominent and scholarly clergymen
of the Canadian North West who presides over
a church in one of the larger centers of popula-
tion. We have not prevmusly found time to
conmder the questlons the ietter brings up. The
writer says -

I have been. reading the papers con-
taining the very interesting and instructive/
_articles on the subject of non-attendance of
men at church services and other religious
topics. I may say that I was very greatly
interested and benefited in my perusal of
them. Your writings were characterized
by a fairmindedness and a‘ graciousness of
spirit which is very necessary in'a discus-
sion of that sort and much is gained by free
--and frank statements and articles such as
yours. It is the duty of every man to .put
forth an effort to promote purencftizenship
And it is true, as you say, that there. are
politicians who are anxious to use the min-
ister of the Gospel when it sujts their own

‘ ends but they are ready to condemn him if
he stand for pure citizenship at election
times.

I would judge form the articles in The
Ontario that you would set down as two of
the main reasons why men do not attend
church serviees are the followmg,

(1) Preachers are not living in the
Twentieth century.

(2) That there is lack of ‘frankness
and honesty in"Scriptural interpretation and
‘there is present too much mysticism.

I do not wish to enter.into.any discus-
sion through your paper of these questions

these points ‘and if any observations appeal’
to you then you are at liberty to use them
~as_you see best I prefer however that you
do not use my name at present for I am look-.
ing forward to disoussmg these questions
here.

(1) There is much in the statement

* that preachers are failing to make the Gos-~
pel of Jesus appiy to present conditions,
This we feel very mjich. I do not think the

fault is with fhe age for the Gospel pro-
fesses to meet all needs in all lands and in
all times.  Therefore there is only one
thing left—the fault must rest with the ap-
plication: of the Gospel . to “present-ddy|
needs. How this is to be done is the grea.t
question for Christian men to solve. '!‘he
ministers feel this and I do not think that
there is any elass of Christian men making
a more stréenuous attempt to accomplish
this task than the ministers of the Gospel.
" 1/ Christian men should manifest a' More
kindly and sympathetic spirit with the min-
ister in ‘his giant task. The minister is not|
the-church. The church can.only. become
what Christian people make it.

2) As to the second point, is it not true

that the average preacher is farther ad-
vanced in religious thinking than the aver-
age layman? Let the preacher come, out
on some of these questions and he-is” at
once labelled a ‘‘eritic.” And in many
quarters his chances in the Christian

ministry are slim. The preacher must . bei.
honest and above-board in his doctrinal in-
tefprétations-but it is not necessary to air
his doubts, - He must be positive.

.- ‘As to the guestion referred to in your
paper, viz.: belief in Hell, the minister who
dealt with this topic expressed my views
pretty well. I have no trouble to. believe
in-some punishment after death, since I
look upon life as continuous ‘after death.
But I could mention the names . of many
ministers who have been pushed out of the
ministry, not because of lack of ability, but
because they were too far in advance of the:
péople in’ their ‘Scriptural -interpretation.

Preachers are only human and they do
not wish this to. happen to them. -Then
besides is there any real good to be gained

W bringing doubts into people’s minds.in
religious questions without  first taking
time:to; prepare their minds: for the newer
interpretations. After all I.am not inclined
to'believe that these are the cauues why the
masses are:not more regular ' in their . at+
tendance at church services.

I am not a pessimist. I believe the
world is'getting better. $till there 6 an'
unwillingness ofi the part 6f the peopleto
make the sacrifice that the Christian life
demvands. This, I think, is true. - The réa-

sons for it may notbe easyto
Neverthéless this is” the%hurehﬁm

i'ace and I only wtsh she knew better‘ildw

but I would like to say a word or two onl

fault is in the Gospel. Nor-cam we say they

{these ships were torpedoed by German Subma-

to do it. .
There is to us in the foregoing letter a tone
that is almost pathetic. “Preachers are only hu-

the pulpit” “because they are toe far in advance
of the people in Seriptural interpretation.”

If this 'statement means anything it ‘brings
out the fact that ministers are unable to express
themselves freely They have to walk in har-,
nes and curb their thoughts, - They are compell-
ed to tell the people - what the people expect to
hear.and not what the ministers, believe to be
true. %

We ‘beheve that thousands of mintisters -all
over the world are in the same position and are
unable to say what they -+think ‘because of the
conventions that stand against such outspoken-
ness.

* It suggests that all these men are constantly

what they shall say and what they shall leave
unsaid, what may be freely uttered and what
must be whittled away or left not even suggest-
ed. 1

The important question behind all this
is whether the people really wish to be served
‘with half-truths or compromises witli tmith or
'would they not prefer the open declarations*of
a free mind without reservation and without
restraint.

—1If the people really want to be fed with what
to -the honest mind is refuse and not the inner-
most convictions of the preacher the censure lies
with the pew rather than the pulpit. Byt if the
‘people want the truth the whole truth and no-
thing but the truth as honest men think it, there
will have to be a great awakening in the.church-

es and a new reformation.

Some modern preachers are saying and
thinking what our fathers and grandfathers
would have regarded as the vilest heresy. They
themselves entertained views which their fa-
thers and grandfathers would have regarded as!
vile heresies. Every generation moves on but
the path of the man oi’ advanced ideas is al-
ways difficult.

Rev. Dr. Charles Eaton one of the foremost
preachers of America recently resigned his posl-
tion as pastor of Madison Avenue Baptist
church, New York, but his congregatlon was
averse to accepting the resignation, and he
mentioned as one of the conditions upon which
!he would remain that he should be permitted to
preach, his own true beliefs in'the pulpit.

. After some deliberation the conditions were:
accepted and Dr. Eaton remains: Dr. Eaton’s
example may infect large numbexs of preachers,
{who have™ been discontented under such re-
straints as our correspondent describes and have
only been waiting for such a lead. And it may
awaken in the congregation the desire to
progress also and to hear what may inspire and

quarters_is growing feebfe and apathetic,
b ol - :

The Ontario in its ‘original article had no
desire to stir up'a general controversy over the
question of everlasting torment.. We -had
thought that the doctrine had been abandoned
by all'advanced religious'thinkers. - We confess
that we have been: gliextly surprised howevet to-
ascertain that it:is'stilf retained by severaliof the
clergy:in our own city but ‘their ' ideas as they;
have been expressed are very hazy and indefi-
tite, dnd vastly different from the very positive(
‘tedichiings upon the subject'that were prevalent
a generation ago.’ ‘

'We do not consider it at all important whe-
ther the preacher believes in perpetual’ punish-
ment, or some limited ‘and ‘corréctive - formy of |:
punishment after death.  But 'weé do: constder it
extremely important ' whether: the’ otergyunm

in the present life.

We have yet to have it demonstrated to us
that our original dictum is wrong—‘We are not
punished for our sins but. by our. sins i

Our contention was that the preacher was
leaving too much of the straightening—out pro-|
cess for the life to come. and was giv'ng toe Jt-|
t1é thidught for the life that now it and its inevi- |
+ table punishment of transgression and reward of
virtue. With his mind focussed on the distant
past or the even more distant future he seem-
ed to forget the vital present

In.oppesition to the views of our Western
correspondent we regard this as the crux of the
whole ‘question. Men are not getting the all
important truth applied to their present-day
lives by the pulpit and they are staying away
from church because it fails to supply an es-
sential need.

Ang, 1et us add, that there is far less danger
of firing over the heads of .the people. in the
vews than the majority of preachers believe.

“Who on earth cares in Germany whether

man” and they do not wish to be “puiﬁed out of ;1

making compromises with themselves, deciding|

invigorate the work which admittedly in ‘many '
. |cessary, -‘but-’ of - patriotic’ service.

teaches that sin leads to inevitable punishment* '

@ Qpinions &

NOT THE WORST CALAMITY,

/Other Editors' |
|

‘The FORMAL ABDICATION of
Sir Robert Borden is not the wo.,
calamity that could happen the coy.
try or the Conservative. party
lworse calamity ‘has already happen.-
ed. The VIRTUAL ABDICATION
of Sir Robert Borden was illustraiw
in the smallness and weakness of .
leader who allowed the authority |
his premiership to be usurped i
Hon. Col. J. Wesley Allison & (J
{The FORMAL ABDICATION of tn¢
{premiership by Sir Robert Bord.n
would be less of a disaster to (.r.
ada and to the Conservative par:y
than was the VIRTUAL ABDICA.-
| TION of that premiership by a par:.

leader who proved himself too sm.j)
to lead, by a national Governor wi
proved himself too weak to gover;

Canada still respects Sir Roherg

‘| Borden as a man of amiable persor ]

characteristics, a nominal leader (f
blamelessly good intentions. It s
necessary that the premiership
€anada be occupied by a leader whom
|the country can respect for his gocd

intentions- and admire ' for This
.strength. It is Sir Robert Borden's
fault and his country’s misfortune

“|that the Premier of Canada has put

himself before the nation not as a
leader who controls the currents of
political action by his strength, but
as a drifter who is controlled by the
currents of personal flattery and pri-
vate sentiment.—Toronto Telegram
(Con.)

MEN WHO CAN HELP ON THE
FARMS.

Provisioning armies in the f)eid
is as emsential as the supplying of
!munitions and equipment. This im-
presses the importance of providing
necessary farm labor for the coming
seasons of sowing and Marvesting,
Casual workers and young men us-
ually available have freely responded
to the call for valunteers far over-
seas' service. Under ordinary cir-
cumstances the need of farm labor is
specially pressing during harvest, and
the drafts of war on the countrys
I strength will multiply  the difficul-
jties of farming operations. The sug-

gestion that retired farmers past tie
.age of service take the place of young
men called away hos been made by
!Lieut -Col. R. {B. Hamilton, Special
IOrganizing Officer for Recruiting.

An important fleld 2f ‘pablic ser-
vice is certainly open tor the many
thousands of retired farmers in On-
tario and other:ProvinCes. Many are
living in comfort on the proceeds of
their industry and - frugality. To
them work will not be a 'matter of ne-

They have a chance to do their bit
and to: help the Domifiion im:a time
of difficulty. If the able men volun-
teer for farm work they will'not only
make up the labor shortage caused by
enlistmente, but will pennit many
young men now indipemble on the
farms to join the oVerséas farces.

! ANl capable’ fariy 'Workers should
respond to' the call, for: tHeir services
are as urmWnaﬂM as-are the ser-
vtees of men at the lront ~The spon-
taneous organiza.tion of the Women's
Enlergeney Corps 1¢ an émn:mle, and
imien’ cipable ‘of ‘pPoductive service
should:make tlemselves = as readily
; |available.; There are men’ unhble to
serve- in the ranks and unable to
Iﬁnke monetary contributiqns who
‘eari do their bit by helping to fill the
‘granary  of the B’fnpire.—-'i‘olomo
Globr

i tv ‘
RATS GAUSE mma

Fire was discovered in the upper
part of MéCléllan & Shanheman’s mill,
Gananoque, on Tueeday evening last,
dbolit' seven’ o’clogk. Fortutiately the
{precaution: taken bw ‘thie'firmof hav-
ing barnels'dnd pails of watep at con-
vpnient_m prevented- whiat other-
wice would no doubt have proved a

mmn “AS it ‘'was the
‘fire was' confined to-the point: where
it started, and the ‘damage to'the up-
per floor amd roof will not exceed 2
couple of hundred dollars.

Investixa;tion the following morn-
ing disclose the fact that a couple of
frats’ had” gnawed thrbugh ‘the floor
into the elevator which caries the
grain up; and’getting €aught, clog-
ged the mechanism, sufficient to stop
its operation. The power, of course,
continued, and the frietion of the
Belt on the pulley in time started the
‘| blaze,  The ‘alarm, when pulled from
the nearest box, sounded the correct
number at the chief’s residence, but
for some reason the general alarm did
not work. —Reporter

e

Bickle’s' Anti-Consumptive Syrup is
agreenble to the taste,;and is a cer-
tain relief for irritatson of the throat
thiati causes’ hacking coughs. If used

rines or not?  They belonged to 4nd were used
by'the ‘énemy- and were destroyed.® That ig' all
We'care ‘about at the moment,” Says a Hamburg

tbget.

according - to-direction- it will- break
'tue ‘most: persistent cold, and restore
the air passage to: their normal

paper with reference to the American' inquiﬁ'es'lhﬂ'“"rmn There is no need
discover;|200ut.the torpedoing of the Sussex.:' That is-all*®
thematistaetion Presﬁdent Wilsen is ever: likeiyt

it to those familiar
‘to those who seek a sure
"dre‘ 1A' doubt what to uee,
ﬁ&ﬂlm Bickies Syrup.

10200 fF )
'

wmt it.
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