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hied. wothing to do: with it, bad neglected. thoir duty, had
yer oven osked' His: Eioellenoy for the Despiteh; and
wére. consequintly dn’entité iguoranee of dts purpost and

been noconnted samse extennstion of their fault ; but it would,

nevertheless, still bave been beld that it was their duty to

s0e that the Address'wasforwarded  If they koew nothing

of any Dobgateh sgooerniag is, bow did they know that the |

Address wes tranemitted Home st all 7 I they kuew thag
His Eageliency bad Written & Despsteh congerning it, and

it was their duty to heve sacertained whether be had dove |

. ®o:or not, they should base respestfully requested His Ex-
weilenay fo shew.it to shem; and, had His: Excellency re-
fused pompiiance. with their réquest, then it ‘wou'd have
been their duty to tell him thas they would be obliged to
have revourse to & Micuts of Couusil in supportof the
prager of the Address. But they have done uothing of
this kind; aod the position which they now ocoupy, sus.
tained us they are by o majority of the parlidmestary repre-
sentatives of the people, is one which, ] thiuk, eannot be
casily or satisfastorily defined. I do mot pretend tu be.a
constitutional lawyer; bat it. appears to me that Governs
mentis at an endif it does not exist to prevent or to endeavonr
to prevent & noutralization of the views of the people as
expreased -hy the Legislature. I support the Resclution
submitted by the Hon. the Leader of the Opposition ; and,
yet, I am glmost gorry that the question to which it has
given rise sheuld bave been brought forward. [ entertain
the highest respect for: His Excellossy, and believe in his
desire to advance the true interests of the Island. The po-
sition of the (overnment is certainly a very peeuliar one;
perbaps they bave got into i3 through their having failed
to exeraise due vigilance. 1lis Excellenoy, in the Despateh,
_states that be found the Government bound by Hustings'
pledges to discontinue the former allowancs of £66 18s 44
sterling to the Private Secretary. Thaf is striotly eorreet ;
it was one of the Hustings® pledges of the Government
party, which, perbaps, they would now wish they had never
wada. Lot them tuke care that this pledge not pay £66
13s 44 2 year does not result in saddling the country with
the payment of the Lisuf. Governor®s Salary of £1500 s
yesr. . ' .
Hen. Mr. LONGWORTH. Tt migbt all be very well
for the bon, wember for Kasy Point i{Hon. Mr. Hensley)
and the Hou. the Leader of the Opposition {Me. Coles} to
lay down imeginary cases, and to say how they, us Hxecu-
tive Councillors, would have acted with respeot to them,
Such cases, however, wera altogether foreiga to that then
before the (ommittee. The Hon. the Leader of the Oppe-
gition, in opening his ¢nsge, had attempted to fix the respon-
sibility of His Excellenoy's Despateh concerning the ‘Address
of the two Houses of the Laygislature upon the Hxscutive
Cournoil.  His attempt to do so had, however, proved al-
together abertive. He (Hon. Me, Coles) had,—in opposi-
tion to the authority of a Despatch of the late Duke of
Naweastle, bearing upen the question in genersl, and which
had been pertinently quoted by the Hon. Solicitor Geaeral
{My. Haviland),—maintained that it was the duty of the
Lieutensnt (Fovernor to submit all his public Despatches to
the Imperial Goverament to the inspection of his Executive
Couuncl, and that thoy bad_a right to insist upon being per-
mitted 1o examine them all. The Hon the Solicitor Gene-
ral had, on the contrary, argued, most ably aod corrreetly,
on the conclusive anthority of & Despateh of the late Duke
of Noweasie, written expressly for the purpose of finally
decidiog the qugs{}icn, that the Lieateasns Governor lay
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6 the:Colonial Minister, they bad |
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woder no official or o&ﬁﬁiﬂﬁbﬁaibﬁﬁgﬂioﬁ to shei any of

« his Despatches, whether publié or private; to his Exeentive
. Oouneil.  His Gracs’s dictath spplied to'sll the Despatobes
_ * of a Licutenant Goversor without éxception. It wan useldss
gontents, sueh. an acknowledgment ou thelr part might bave |

for ¢ither hig hon. aud lesrued friend (Mr. Hensle§) or the

* Hon. the Lesder of the opposition (Mr. Coles) tc say that

euses wight ovour with respest fo which it would be the
duty of the Exeoutive Council to insist’ upon secing the
Despatehes written by the Lisutenant Governor; for oo
such cases oould Gesar. “The hon! sud learned member
(Mr. Hessley) bug given the Committes to understund that,
with referescs to His Excellency's Despateh in question,
had be been & member of the Executive Council be would
have considered it bis duty respectfully’éo requiro His Kx-
cellenoy to submit it to the exaumination.or consideration of
bis constitutional sdvicers; but, Ireply, by the question,

. What would have been the use of his doiug so, when he

had no power to enforee a cpmpﬁ;ncé’with'his’rgqnw 2
By ‘making suck a request, he would only have’ placed
himself in s false position. I, however, fally agrev with

" bim; that, in such position, it would bave been kis duty to
.use his best sndesvours to have the views of his constifu.
" ente, or those of the majority of the Legislature, carried

into effoct, He says, in effect, that it was the duty of His
Excetlency’s Couneil to see that the views of the majority

- of the Legislatare, by whom they are supported, were duly

seconded by the Despatch, accompanying their Address to
Her Majesty, the Queen; and that they ought either to
have dictated that Despatch, or to bave suggested the
language and impart of it to His Excellency. But, I again

" ask, if His Excellency, knowing himself to be clothed with

a eonstitutiopal power to act, in the mstter, jadependently
of bis Couneil, should bave declined their dictation or in-
terference, and. asserted the prerogative of bisoffice to write
his Déspatobes on his own responsibility, could any good
have been effsated by their poworless endeavours to coatrot
him? The responsibility of all Despatobes, written by
His Excellency without the knowledgs or coucurrense of
his Council, rests wholly with himself, He sets in a
double capacity. As the representative of the Crown, he
has the right to pen all Despatches, independently, if he
thinks proper to do so, of any contrsl, dietation, or in.
terference, on the part of his Couscil. Were it othere
wise, ho wonld occopy a fulse positicn. He represents the
Crown. and we, his Kxecutive Council, cannot aot as spies
upon his conduct. It is a constitutional privilege of the
Lieutenant Governer to write all Despatches to the Im-
perizl Governmpnt. The Hos. ihe Leader of the Opposi-
tion hes said that — as we, the Kzecative Council, were -
kept in ignoranee of the nature of His Mxcellenoy’s Dee-
pateh, relative to the Joint Address of the twe Houses of

- the Legislature, to Her Majesty, now in question—it was

our duty to draw up o Minute of Couneil, in suppors of
the prayer of that Address, and to ocause it o be traps.
mitted forthwith to Her Masjesty’s. Minister of Biate for
the Uolonies. Bat, I will ask the hon. member, did he
ever hesr of 3 Minute of Council—a communication to the
Imperial Government—bearing the signatures of ap Exz.
soutive Council upen = subjeot previously advocated or re-
eommended by the two branches of the Legislatare? No

such duty devolved upon ilis Hxeellency’s Advisers, with

respect to the Address in question. 1n the Address itself
the whole subjeet was exhausted in a very sble and argg.
mentative manver, It wae not possible for the Executive
Council, by sny additional arguments whish they could
use, to render it weightier, or-to make it in any way more
worthy the favorable coneideration of Her Majesty, or of



