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■with the woes brought apon him by a fellow­
being whom he never wronged. He who 
stands between such a criminal and swift 
punishment does injustice tv himself, to his 
family, to his neighbour and to his country.

That many of the fin* which occur are the 
result of deliberate intent, we firmly believe, 
and to frustrate the designs of such as become 
criminals with that intent is, we hold, not 
only the duty of Insurance Companies but 
the interest of the public. If another man’s 
house adjoins mine Y have to pay more’for 
insurance than I would have to do if my 
house were isolated. The connection of the 
two renders the risk the greater. If my 
neighbour seta tire to his house to secure his 
insurance money he may gain his object, but 
it will be doubtless by destroying my property. 
Have 1 no interest, then, in keeping him 
honest f The object of punishing crime is to 
deter others from attempting it. Is it not a 
duty I owe to myself, therefore, not to take 
any higher ground, to assist in furthering 
the ends of justice to the utmost of my. 
power I

The ends of justice are certainly not fur­
thered by pandering to [xipular prejudice, 
the offspring of ignorance, or laying blame 
on a class when one member only may lie at 
fanlt. Nor are the ends of justice furthered 
by condemning a company for taking a certain 
line of defense, the reas ms for which are 
unknown. In this very Heaver case, the 
real defence was, that plaintiff had set fire to 
his own premises, after having encumliered 
both real estate ami chattels 
value, without notice; to 
and the defendants, if convinced that their 
grounds of suspicion were good, were ]>er- 
fectly justified in resorting be every means 
to defeat the claim; imt oidÿ Ho but they 
were, we consider, bound to do so. How­
ever, as the counsel for the company has 
explained he diil intend to go fully into 
the merits of*- the case were it not that 
the cause was aft he foot of the docket and 
the presiding Judge, having to adjourn the 
assizes, could not spare so much time as a 
full examination of witnesses would have 
occupied. As the defendants were thus 
cornered up, they were driven to insist on 
objections of a technical cita racier whicj^ 
placid the plaintiff out of court.

It w ill lie found m nine cases out of ten 
in which insurance conquîmes are concerned 
when technical objections are taken, that there 
is good and sufficient reason for so doing 
owing to the injustice of the claim. Often 
films a company cannot fasten the crime on a 
claimant although there is not a shadow of a 
doubt tliat he wilfully destroyed his premises. 
In such cases what are the companies to do .' 
Are they to ]«ay the claim and set a premium

beyond their 
the cotni>any,

on crime, or are they to muster courage 
enough to resist payment and thereby lie 
heralded before the public as litigious? Even 
judges do sometimes give utterance to com­
ments on cases in which insurance companies 
are concerned, which comments are not only 
uncalled fur, but also unjust if all the facts 
were known. A case came with» our own 
observation in which a Judge Soundly be­
rated a company for defending an action, 
and only stayed his criticism when informed 
by a learned brother by his sale, that the 
plaintifl had been sent to the Penitentiary by 
that learned brother’s own sentence for the 
crime of arson. In that case the objections 
relied upon bv the defendants were technical, 
but their real defence was, that the plaintiff 
hr.d set fire to the house covered by the 
jmlicy. The gist of the matter is this. We 
have no excuse to offer for a company taking 
an undue advantage under a technicality 
where there is no hnut JitU defence, or liti­
gating a claim where escape from liability 
would be unjust. But we do say, that to 
condemn a class for pursuing the opposite 
course, or to injure the many for the faults 
of one. or even a few, is not exjiedient from 
a public point of view, nor just from a private 
one.

If the form of monthly statement returned 
to the Government were to distinguish be­
tween loans effected and maturing in Canada, 
from those maturing in the United States 
and England on some such plan as that indi­
cated by Mr. Hogan, of the Bank of Toronto, 
in his elaborate and able answers to the 
inquiries of the Senate Committee last ses­
sion, wc should have full information as to 
the Bank of Montreal’s operations in New 
York.

THE MONTREAL FIRE MARSHALS.

Tlie Montreal City Council has decided to 
petition the Lical Legislature for the alxili- 
tion of the office of Fire Marshal, and the re- 
P®*1 °f the Act creating it. We do not won­
der that public indignation lias been aroused 
bv the improper use that has been made of 
the Act in the appointment of incapable 
officials, and the large increase of incendiary 
tires since the marshals werej installed. No 
one supiNiscs that these officers are guilty of 
tire raising though opinion ia not so favour­
able to their deputy but it seems to lie general­
ly conceded that a more inwjless pair could 
not 1m secured for love or money than the two 
men who enjoy the dignity and emoluments 
of the Fire Marahalship. If the act is de­
fective, and it is acknowledged on all hands, 
that it is, let it he amended ; if the present 
incumlients are useless or worse let them lie 
removed hut torejieal the Act altogether does 
seem to savor of absurdity.

CANADIAN,MONEY IN NEW

At this season, when the circulât** if ^ 
hanks is at its highest point, it is used hr 
those institutions to remit to Erçland à* 
ticipation of January balances. This «** 
is the safest, ami ordinarily the most pmfc. 
able, as exchange is lowest in the fall 
highest in the winter. The Toronto f*. 
graph, in a telling article, draws attention, * 
the authority of the New York Pest, to t* 
startling fact that Canadian Banks ire m, 
funds, to the extent of six millions of dolhn. 
in the New York Gold Market The only 
Canadian hank likely to engage in suck ijw 
ulations is the Bank of Montreal. Some 
ago we traced this practice home to th* 
hank, and pointed out how it was iefalgd 
in st a time when the other Canadian lamb 
were contracting their discounts to the*- 
inium by reason of the working of the ft»- 
vincial Note Act, and w hen the needs of this 
country were the greatest. The Bank if 
Montreal is the financial agent of the Gen 
eminent of Canada, and if the people’* mumy 
is to be withdrawn from this country mi 
used for sjiecnlative purjioses in. the Sew 
York Gold Room..Canada is certainly Heed 
and may consider itself fortunate in beog 
enabled thus to contribute to the divide* 
declare I by the Hank of Montreal. 1W 
hank’s charter was intended to cove a legiti­
mate hanking business in Canada. Be* 
being the case, these speculations in Sew. 
York are certainly without its true sphere.

We etipjiose the bank lends gold to the 
speculators in the Gold Room, to be leyed 
within a certain jieriod, United States boa* 
being received as security, withe powerW 
sell, and a margin allowed for * fell. TW 
rate given by oyxrrators for the use of go* 
varies, of course, with the demand, ringing 
from one-eighth to even three-quarters pe 
cent, a day. This is rather a heavy ret* of 
interest, and the fact of its being paid prove 
that this class of customers is not to be dr 
sired by a hank wishing to do * legitims* 
banking business. * " ij •."}
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PEAT AS FUEL

There are tliree primary m 
human existence—meat, drink and warmth 
In a civilized state of society all these hsr« 
to lie produced by human skill and labour 
It is true, our flocks, herds and the pfodto 
tions of the field give us the first ; nature m 
its countless springs, streams, and rivers, 
second ; and the forests, coal depoe* 
lient l>ed* yield the third ; hot still ths sti* 
of man is required to utilize the abwdsat 
resources that nature provides.

In primitive times the forests tupphsd * 
sufficiency of fuel for the wants of society


