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Do The Railways Own Canada?
By H. J. PETTYPIEŒ

Late Member Ontario Legislative Assembly

T
HK question of “ Hail way Taxation ’ 
ha» txfU before the people of 
Canada more or le»» during the 
I past ten years, principally owing 
to the introduction in the Legisla­

ture of what ma» known a» the “Hetty* 
piece Hill “ la brief, this bill proposed 
to put railway property ou au equal 
footing with other property in the prov- 
iaev, in regard to the rate of taxation it 
should bear I p to that time the ti.UUU 
miles of railway in the province paid less 
than #JU per mile in taxe» lu inuil, 
when the Legislature passed the Supple* 

f meiitary Revenue Act. a provincial tax 
„f *4 per mile was imposed; in 1*0». 
owing to the agitation in the House and 
through the press, in support of the 
IVttypiece bill, the rate was increased 
to #30 per mile, and in 1*06. for the same 
reason», the rate was increased to $60 per 

f art her t >• r r**«- ha* since been 
made. At the same time the power of 
the local municipalities to impose taxes 
for Itiulilvtpwl purpose, v»a> sod
curtailed, so that the average rate of tax­
ation now paid by the railways of the 
province amount» to about 611*1 per mile,
. teldiag B total revenue uf about

While it U generally conceded that 
there is no valid reason nhy railway 
property should not be taxed at the same 
rate as other property, the influence of 
the railway corporations is so 
great that neither the Liberal

of power in 1*03, nor the 
t onserxalive government, which 
has since been in power, have 
been willing to pass a measure 
that would bring about this 
equality uf taxation A vote uf 
the people on this question 
alone, apart from and unclouded 
by other issues, would un- 
-tuubtedly result in an nver- 
• helming majority in favor of 
•uch legislation.

Discrimination
The question that naturally 

•news is -Should the milneys 
in Unlsiw be taxed at the same 
rate as other property»" .

la order to arrive at 
•atsefartery ansoer let us roe 
•rder the quest lue from three 
•Undposets first. Why is 
prwperty taxed» ixeeond. On 
• hnl Uut ta railnay property 
Uxed in ether euuntnea» Third.
Am the railnay s uf the pro- 
11 wr «hie to bear an equal rale 
•f taxation with other property »

The fleet question is easily disposed f 
rtvpmti) is taxed to enable the provincial 
•md muni-ipal go.rrnnmls I* properly 

•• «*• •fnlrs that mm under iVtr 
mpilitt jorxsdàrtàsms. and to ewfrgwi 
!" Individuals and ruspu#»

•he pros ns*sal 
* ehoold

In The Farmers* Magazine

British Railway Tai, $1.000 per mile; ( anadian. only $67. Railway 
Earnings in Canada go lo pay L’X Taxe*! Farm Tax 11.6 Mill* 

on (he hollar ; Railway* pay 3.6 Mill*.
mile, of road (which is les* than the 
mileage in Canada . or more than <oo

years, in Great llritain and Ireland, 
railway piiteage has increased 10 per cent , 
capital. *0 per cent.; gross earnings. SO

I
at ion. 7U per cent.

Iteduced to dollars, railway taxation 
in the I uited kingdom «itfuuuts to oxer

-
lac of over 11,001 per mile, a rate of three 
ud nnw half mWa on the capital, a rate 
uf nearly 4 per cent on the gros, earning», 
and over 11 per cent, on the net earniugs- 

In France a large revenue is raised by 
a tax oa both freight end pasoruger 
earning*, and nil mil any» revert to the 
government, without compensation, at 
the expiration of their charters, which 
run not more than bfty years

In the I nited -'states the latest returns, 
fur I was. shoe that #*4.>4J.m> ta railway

average of 0i*i per mile The increase 
in three years was #76 per mile, which is 
•II per mile mure than the total amount 
collected in C anada The highest rate

This shows x difference in favor of

It may be also mentioned here that 
the telegraph and telephone companies 
in Michigan paid in taxes in IlMJJ the 
sum of #M I.UJi. as compared with 
• 11.40» paid in Ontario by the same 
companies

The Michigan flgures are furnished by 
Mr lieu. Lord, the secretary of the state 
board uf tax commissioners

The passenger aud freight chargee in 
Mi.higau are lower than m Ontario, aad 
express charges a re no higher.

Several of the through railway lines, 
amongst the most important, or «era le 
through both Ontario and Michigan. 
Hundred, of passenger aad freight care 
run daily through both, from the nest 
to the east and from east tn west, over 
an almost equal mileage. The Grand 
Trunk runs MU miles from the Indiana 
boundary to the S|. Glair river, and IS# 
miles from the St flair to the Niagara 
river The Michigan Ventral runs MU 
tu.les through Mo togan and M«t miles 
through Ontario tins being the main 
line mileage in both rases. The bulk uf

thousands of cars owned by ear-loaning 
companies, which pay ever •it.OUU in 
Michigan, are allowed to escape taxation 
in Outaiio, is a gross outrage on the 
taxpayers of this province. This class 
of property includes nil the refrigerator 
cars, for the transit uf which Iocs* traffic.

» rm< ached
every day in Ontario Similar contrast* 
could be given in regard to the Fere 
Marquette and the Sou lines of the C.P.R.

Fnying tJL Taxon
Take the rase uf a G T R. train me* 

mug from Chicago to Fort land. Maine, 
a distance of I.IS* miles It runs SO 
miles through Illinois, where the rate of 
taxation is •441 per mile. iJ mile- through 
Indiana. •4*0 per mile. «#0 mile* through 
Mickigaa. •3*6 per mile, through tie 
Mo kigau end uf the Sf flair tunnel. 
•##.*uu. struts the boundary ami through

— —-—A through Lihvhi, **vj wr mue.
•3 miles through New Hampshire. #37* 
per mile. 7* miles through Maine. SSI# 
per mile. There! et, the trains run over 
SOU mile* of I* nee ie the Ma tea. with a* 
average taxation uf #371 per mile, a* 
• 1*3.400. end over 03* miles in ( sands, 
with an average taxation of 0*4 per mile, 
nr a total of #0u.#l0. Add the IR (Ibir 

tunnel ftgures. and the totals
•re ##0*.40W paid In tl 
Mates, end 001.34g paid 
Canada It 
•aid that

miAiv »a*ss
Mams eff Me WstlwnsML hiiKm tOU

fegwnrds and Ch
■rial and mwnwxpnl go.rmments 

m •«• f*»r •hare J the reel
railnay nepesltux, have 

•mmf privilege, that are drnmd the
I!TT? * KM^rty. sorb as. the
n#*1 *• Mpmprvalr Lend. Hr 
•l. *• ‘l* fl"" «ament report
^ amount d taxes paid by tbe 

W « annda in IW was 11.3*4.. 
5* • W per mile Thi. sum lodes 
flMh prwvtnexal and muw.-ipal taxe,

Rudnsi taxation Uaenhere
The taxa tom d reilenys in other 

*"■*?*• •An»* that ne in ( sands are 
j^*n*l »• Ihe equals ratio#» uf taxation, 

«hat I swede is the only roustry in 
nama the rsdoa.t are elLued ta g». 
praMknltj wnlex»d

U linti Bnieia ud Inlud far m> 
1V— Ue bare a Wav* 1st 

** «ad lUl 1,1 Ur I—» i#.
*• • toerb «Mal» fair I Ur Ur 

“** '*» uerraaar I» adna. rapuial ar 
'*'“*«* TU a easel i-l r«e it

A-OMM pass da rlrHn, «• It on*

in the States was #l.*#0 per mile in New 
iersev, and the lonrwl was i|4* per mb 
in Artroua In the states adjoining 
« Intar* the fairs per mile were Nee 
Yuri. #67# Ohio. #376. (Nans, Ivnwsa. 
0134. WWusws. •MM. Michigan. OS*. 
Minnesota. 4M

Helene ud MlrkSM
A IM#tMar af IU I.W lul l kj IU 

reilee; • rrd eelm-hery pf- l—rl«r la 
IMua rrd Vvkuw tUra w • aril 

t niiH Ue w; awl a. 
rr. Uki id IU e*v w la reperd la Ilia 
a-nl (a#wbal A IU a..} data, 
el a |r»iaa*al IU argaaliaaltaa 
el Ilka kndraa af la ta I MU lhl.nu 
aad Vfetopae wa a Leal ea#eai w 
pr#Mlatme ird eeellb. IW a.| -aala|r. . 
if aa?, kata, ie fare# af Helena, ird 
• Ilk aailai caadilaw la ewe? 1—1- I• 
TUjr he.. atari? IU aaaaa ndat? 
awUk*a IUI <4 ffalara. heeap - IW aad 
IUI af Via H>#aa «JUS fa IW IU 
la far #ald •»> IU reulee?.. a I aaaaa. 
falaiu aad rar kaaku rwaawaawa la 
IU prwilare aad alala ware aa Uhai 

i -.apaua* llalana Haki|ia
Ka.laa, Miaul #4.177.all
r.iwaa awe #a aaa
fullaau l.a*a let*
I ai kaau, Ml IkM

IU l»l|H Ira Sa area l haw lea Uaa 
aaaalula af Ihraagh fm*hl, a hah rot 
thread eabrahae ll aw?. Ihartfuri. 
ha aaaaad lUl IU eerela*. au I a «alla, 
•afraauaa an a la-el au,aal aad IU alahl? 
la |W? la uaa au|aal SUl de l ha? .ay 
la IU lee -aael-laa1 VnrAa# la I ha 
ralaaaa far l**>. I ha lelael ?aer far a hah 
frlilif raiera, ara al a 
IU I a uaa ?ald h? thaw lee alralahae 
•*f bare era aa leWeee Tha fi T M 
Ihruud TruaaV Wealrrei paid ie kd>. bi,aa 
aa #«n «.la. Mai |,l. ar U#o a»r wtb. 
eeA ie IMaale ,!•» ^r wib Tba II 1 H 
P-u-l la tf.-hi.ie fiai »»i aa I» 
ar am H«M ft wile, aad la Helena 
«1er ,ar aula

(aaaSa frnln Wa?
la IU aaaa ?aaa I ha m( < lair leaead, 

• ilh --i-i.l aalaaaa aad r*aal aaraaaw 
•ad ttfmmt ie ufw W*.«. .ad Helena, 
fuaal la laaaa la Sah^aa Mt.«a. aad 
la Oalana l!« Tbe Helena aad 
anlird a akadi af MU.M, IU 
Vl-h-.a. aad a-dhla,

Shea d w raaeawbeeed lUl IU 
aneriael IrawM badaaaa ad lUaa lew 
aaaa ua la Uef I hr .rad a. ta a# I ha Baal are 
•Iala. Ihrwa*b Helena la IU ml itrd. 
•a aelar tabu .. arHHwa with IU 
fmtmtU af llalana, lha lajealrw daaa 
•a I ha ait.li at I tor ?rarian aa far aam 
«bee lU ware A*araa *ee TUI IW

■a? U aaH 
three rallea? 

■■re canari tende** le 
Csaede le *a? uin la We
Sdalaa

A nayanaae af lU Utaa 
?aid le Iblaib ee lara 
prafrcl.» aad ee nlau 
fmrfnH? aUae Ue grael H 
lU dierrlwaeliee le fera# 
af IU tel Ur data af K*. 
**•1? fane *ra,an? le 
uhra Iw tu farfmt af 

haraawlW Uwa 
fai l ee lUl -lew ad *ae- 
f-'«x de ee# leafed# rUrfee
far • alar, |*bl Mrart rail-
ee?a. air. aa la aftoa lU 
raw le rSiae aad laeae

■S fane Taise
la IM* lU total aaaaaa- 

awel af fare ?ra#nl? I* 
•X» gaulera aeeertod le 
•MI.’AMM. ee eUrb lU 
total le uaa *eW waealad le 
,1.Ml.let. a 'al. af IIM 
auilla ee Ue daller, aad a rata 

<d to «e ara heed ad ,iwahtliia le alee 
J aéra, alth-a.k tu ratal fafdallw 
de. raaaad h? an. eue, tbe uareerat 
la.raaiail UI.MMN. tba laaaa laraaaaad 
«I «ai.aee. Ito raie aa lU ddtar le- 
r raaaad I M edb aad Iba raie af l.iillae 
ft brad laraaaaad MM

la lU Uawialae ibeae are. aardeeére 
af fw » ara wa al aad aaraw*l»tad base, 
tl.MI entra ad rallea?. aaaltaSMd M 
tU.Ua ft adla Tbe a.CM «dae 
leaetedtof tamaeaal tara1 le Uetorto, 
Wrrafnn. n# rata al a tablai af al beat 
• IU.eae.Me Aaaraaad al aee-UIf lUt 
aérait, a Urb le Ua lUa lU beats af 
aaaaaawaat af Imtm ara,rrt?. aad le aad 
el II ad. a tor* la Uaa Ibee Iba leto M 
ferai tofrrl;. IU resell eeald be a 
Ueallee af •*.***.•>,. ar MM m* wda 
Tl le le •?• Isa. lUa Ihr ..ara#e raie aa 
wda eeid le lU l'adad Htalaa. aad M* 
tree lUa lU Hytofae rata ptt mit».

la eddilwe to lU weelrt*el lease M 
farw f fit ee «Iras eto-e. iba ml 
towakeliae .d lU rra.iara pa*d le lU 
eewe ?aer tbrir aUre af lU l7l.HJ.Mi 
' aat-aa aad au. ter la uaa rade-lad b? lU 
Itowldae eaaarewael, etorth et Iba
held r air Mallue, e waealad le lltMA-
M* Tbee brlagi Iba total la mise M 
IU toeaetoe pr iprrl? le là# paaatora ap 
le lie.MMMi M ee ■naawd ratoa et

Mil.ito M t».#eI


