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THE SUFFERINGS OF THIS PRESENT
TIME.

1. ““The Sufferings of this Present Time.’’
—St. Paul had a right to speak of sufferings;
his life was full of them. But he had a way
of looking at them in their right setting. He
placed them against the backgrougd of Eter-

nify. He knew that they had in them  possi- -

bilities of glory, and he re]moed in them as
* vehicles of Divine Grace. It is his conceptl.on
of “the sufferings of this present time’’ which
we need to have before us during this time
when suffering is coming so near to the life’
of our-people. ‘‘The sufferings of this present
time’’ is a phrase of special significance to us
now. And it is exactly St, Paul’s idea of the
power of sufferings which will help us through

these days. These things, so hard to endure, .

will bring us a rich return some day. The har-
vest of suffering is noble and imperishable.
“The pleasures of each generatxon eyaporate
in air; it-is thenr pams that increase tfle st
tual momentum.’

2. The Fruits of the Suﬁerings ot Past
Generations.—On this day, when we are cele-
brating  the fiftieth anniversary of the Con-
federation of Canada, we remember that it’
is to our forefathers  in this country, ‘to
their -courage, hard work  and privations,
~we owe a debt we can' never repay ; that
‘to the men and women who carved their
‘homes out of the forests, whose lives were
filled with hardships, is due the credit of that
‘which is best and most enduring in our Cartﬁ
dian life. - And _so we believe  that the pains
of . to-day, and all the sufferings which 'this
War has brought will work out to the lastmg
- benefit of our national life. " =

_ 3. ‘Christianity Faces the Probiem of Pain

- Boldly ~It does not” ignore or belittle: the

mystery of pain. ‘‘For we know that the whole. .
creéation groaneth, and travaileth in pam to-
gether until now.’’  Christianity teaches. that
-all pain and suﬂ’ermg, if rightly accepted, lead
_on to victory, apd that all wxll be swallowed
- upin-the glory which is to be.
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Editorial

"FRENCH CANADA.

.

For over one. hundred and fifty years Can-
ada has been the home of two. distinct races,
and for nearly fifty years these: races have
been living under the same Federal govern-
ment. For the most part, their relations have
been of ' a most cordial character, each re-
specting the other’s vxews, and realizing -that;

while difference of opinion on certain questions

was inevitable, for the welfare of both races

such dxfferences ought not to be allowed to
develop into bltterness 5

- During “recent years, however, a new ele-

fment has been at work in Qfebec. which
threatens to bring about disruption. ~The Na-
tionalist Movement, led by Bourassa and his
lieutenant, Lavergne, has gained considerable
power, especnahy with the younger men of the
province. It has, moreover, been difficult to

counteract its .influence among a people who

take little interest in what goes on in other
“parts of the world, and who do so little inde-
pendent thinking, - The France of to-day, that

drove out the Roman Catholic Orders, re- :
ceives little, if-any, more sympathy from this .

Movement than does England, which has been
openly ‘““accused of every form of degeneration
and degradatxon and oowardxoe," ‘and has

come. For the sake of the great men that

Quebec has given the Empire, for the sake of

the thousands of French-Canadians who sleep
beneath the sod of South Africa and Europe,”
for the sake of Canada and the Empn'e, let

clergy and laity alike study th1{= situation and
do everything possible to

bring about a better understanding.
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According to the latest bulletm .
the Census and Statistics Office at O
total -acreage of “wheat sown' in
year is- nearly 10 per cent. less than.
There is an increase, on the other hand
acreage of oats, barley, rye, and mixed
The serious nature of the situation shOuld

', been attacked in language that would not |

have  been tolerated in a less liberty-loving -
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