
GENERAL READING

CREEDS OF THE BELLS.

eri bj
A correspondent asks, “ Coni 

oblige yonr thouamdg of readei 
lisbing the Creeds of tbe Bells ?” In an. 
ewer to this request we give the poem be
low as read by Mrs Scott-Siddons. A1

Hew York than anywhere else, 
èriptfons Will be fonrid, on the w

e dès-
.ptfone will be fonrid, on the Whole, to 

be c jrrect and certainly very ririd. Tbe
poem «sa» written by Mr. Q,-W. Beagay.

How sweet the chime of tbe Sabbath bells! 
Each one its creed in music telle,
In tone» that flue* spun the air,
As Soft as song, and pure as prayer;
And I will pnt in a simple rhyme 
The language of the golden chime.
My happy heart with rapture swells 
Responsive to the belle—sweet belle.

" In deeds of lore elcel—excel,”
Chimed out from ivied towers a bell ;
“ This is tbe church not built on sands, 
Emblem of one not built with hands;
Its forme and sacred rites reveie,
Coni') worship here—come worship here ; 
In ritual and faith excell,”
Chimed out the Episcopalian bell.

"Oh, heed the aeient landmarks well,”
In solemn tones exclaimed a bell ;
" No progress made by mortal man.
Can change the just, eternal plan.
Do not invoke ‘he avenging red ;
Come here, and learn the way to God.
Say to the world farewell ! farewell !
Pealed out the Presbyterian belt

“ Ob, swell, ye cleansing waterr, swell,’
In mellow tones rang out a bell ;
"Though faith alone in Christ can save; 
Man must be plunged beneath tbe wave,
To show the world unfaltering faith 
In what the sacred Scripture saitb,
"Oh swell, ye rising waters, swell,”
Pealed out the clear-toned Baptist bell.

“Not faith alone, but works as well, 
Must test the soul,” said a soft bell. 
"Come here, and cast aside your load. 
And work your way along the road,
With faith in God, and faith in man,
And hope in Christ, where hopes began ; 
Do well—do well—do well—do well,” 
Pealed out the Unitarian bell.
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" In after life there is no hell,”
In rapture rang a cheerful bell ;
“ Lxik up to Heaven this holy day, 
Where angels wait to lead tbe way. 
There are no fires, no fiends to blight 
The future life; be just and right.
No bell—no hell—no bell—no hell,” 
Rang out tbe Universalist bell.

“To all tbe truth we tell—wo tell,” 
Shouted in ecstasies, a bell ;
" Come, all ye weary wand’rers, see ! 
Our Lord has made salvation free. 
Repent ! Believe! have faith ! and then 
Be saved, and praise tbe Loi d. Amen. 
Salvati n’s free we Ull—we tell,” 
Shouted tbe Metbodistic bell.

AFGHANISTAN.

This exteusive and powerful nation 
is situated in the very heart of Asia. 
It is bounded on the north by Turki- 
stan, on tbe east by British India ; on 
the south by Beloochistan, and on tbe 
west by Persia. Between Lat. 28, 25, 
and 86, 30, N., and Lon. 62, and 72, 
80, E.

It contains upwards of 200,000 
square miles, being nearly equal in 
size to France or Germany. The form
er lias 204,000 square miles, and the 
latter 212,000. Its population Las been 
reported to lx* from 5,000,000 to 9000,- 
000. Its surface is very irregular, the 
largest poition consists of desorts, 
rocks and mountains, the latter are of 
the most inhospitable character, pre
venting any communication jnto tbe 
country except by foot ; yet there are 
many fertile villages well watered, and 
covered with clover, thyme, violets and 
oderiferous plants, prized for their 
beauty. Its products are various and 
extensive. In the lowlands, rice, cot
ton, sugar cane, maize and millet are 
raised.

In the uplands arc found European 
trees and herbs. There are two harvest 
seasons each year, the spring and aut
umn. Tbe spring harvest is the most 
important, and consists of wheat, bar
ley, pets, beans, etc., which a.ro sown 
in the aittumn.

At the end of the spring, rice, Indian 
corn and various kinds of pulse Are 
sown for the autumn harvest. Applet, 
pears, quinces, grapes,plums,almonds, 
walnuts, apricots, pomegranates, cit
rons and oranges grow in abundance in 
the gardens of Cabul.

Tbe climate is extremely various, de
pending more on the elevation than on 
its position, the latter should give it a 
decidedly hot temperature. Tbe winds 
from tbe snowy mountain summits are 
very keen. The cold weather begins in 
September and continues until March, 
and is very severe. Sometimes much 
suffering is caused by the scarcity of 
food. During the winter months 
woo 1 n, and in some cases felt, gar 
mente are worn, and over this a large 
top coat made of well tanned sheep 
skin, worn with the long shaggy wool 
inside. In summer these garments are 
exchanged for those made of chintz or 
cotton. In the plains and valleys dur
ing the summer season the heat is very 
intense. At Peshawer, within eight of 
the snow-clad mountain peaks, and in

ried on by tbe means of 
horses, many of which perish whilst 
performing their arduous journey 
through, tbe. rpqky ravines, and over the 
rnggedXliffs of the Hindoo Kosh. The 
best known, and tbei most direct en
trance into tbe country, is the Khyber 
pees, and around it centres the present 
interest which attracts our attention. 
Near this pass is a cantonment f• r 
about 12,000 British troops, which is 
supported by another strong force at 
Rawul Pindu.

The people are very brave and hardy, 
loving a free and independent life. For 
many centuries tbe Persian and Mon
gol powers ruled the country. In 1748 
Amed Khan, a soldier of Nadir Shah, 
liberated the country and made himself 
king. During hie reign it attained a 
high point of greatness and prosperity. 
It was ruled by his successors until» 
1823, when it became divided between 
three brothers, into three cuiefships, 
Herat, Cabool and Candahar, Dost 
Mohammed ruling Cabool. In 1838 
the English declared war against him, 
because he attacked Ruojeet Singh, 
her alley, and in tbe following year, an 
army of 12,000 strong, with 4,000 
camp followers, entered the country 
from India.

Tber took Ghuz m July, and in An-

fust Cabool opened its gates to them.
or a time the Afghans appeared to be 

subdued, but in November, 1841, there 
was a general uprising at Cabool, 
which eventually terminated by the 
withdrawal of British troops. On the 
5th of January, 1842, the army, which 
consisted of 4,500 combatants^ and 12,- 
000 camp followers, marched out. 
These poor fellows were thus exposed 
to great dangers and trials. They had
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hate been gratifying to Briiish sub
jects, to learn trf ibe successful efforts 
of the. soldiers in. tbeir advances into 
tbe heart of the country, through tbe 
KbyWr, Kurruui m<1 Bolar passes, at
tended with but trifling losses. By 
being successful in tbe beginning the 
troops gained a great advantage, and 
thry could face the prosy-eots with .in.* 
difference, notwithstanding ^the disas
ter that befell them in ïebrtZary. W4 
learn from late intelligence that Yakoob 
Kbau is willing to yield tb yield to 
British demands on condition of being 
sust-iined on the tbioue. He, no doubt, 
is in some trouble about his position, 
as Abdul Jtatmau Khan, is rather a 
formidable claimant, and is making a 
move in that direction after quietly 
abiding bis time for a number of years. 
The .mother of Abdoolla Jan, the de
ceased heir apparent, is said to have 
chosen a candidate for the same, hence 
home difficulties may compel tbe Am
eer to seek British influence as did his 
father, and it is to be hoped that some 
definite and permanent conclusion will 
be arrived ..t, that will put an end for 
some time to come to these Afghan 
difficulties. D. J

April 14,1879.
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re Holland

plies with a remarkable degree of 
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“ To men of other Sinds t 
Embosomed in tkfi deep
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Metbinks her patient sons before me 

stand,
Where the broad ocean leans against the

land ;
And sedulous to stop the coming tub, 
Lift the tall hampirc a artifical pride.

While tbe pent ocean, rising o’er the pile 
Sees an amphibious world beneath him 

smite
The slow canal, the yellow-blossomed vale, 
The willsw-tufted bank, the gliding sail, 
The crowded mart, tbe cultivated plain— 
A new creation rescued from his reign.

that

CUSTOMS IN HOLLAND.

i <$ ris-Yonng people fall in love in tbe 
.tomary manner, but tbe swain—more 
happy than bis fellows in some greater 
countries—makes his offer direct to the 
lady. A marriage of convenience is an 
unheard- >f thing. Consent of parents, 
however, is necessary, for wil h >ut it tbe 
marriage of persons, even op to tbe age 
of thirty, may be declared absolutely null 
and void ; but, here is balm indeed 1 any 
one who is mure than twenty-one has a 
legal means of bringing an obstinate par
ent to reason. Livers always choose the 
house and buy tbe furniture together

Hence all tbe good from opulence 
springs

With all those ills superfluous treasure 
brings,

Are here displayed. Their much-loved 
wealth imparts—

Convenience, plentv, elegance and arts ;
But view them closer, craft and fraud 

appear—
Even liberty itself is bartered here.

Heavens ! how unlike their Belgic sires of 
old—

Rough, poor, content, ungovernably bold,
War in each breast, and freedom on each 

brow !"
—National Repository for April.

SUGGESTIONS ABOUT SERVING 
DINNER.

to face the stormy tempests of winter, during courtship. Consequent (or not)
and the savage weapons of a treacher
ous and blood thirsty enemy. They 
were attacked in the pass, and only one 
man. Dr. Brydon, escaped, and reached 
Jellulabad ; although afterwards sev
eral officers who had been taken pris
oners, escaped by bribing their keep
ers. After tbe death of Shah Sbugab, 
Dost Mohammed, who bad been driven 
from the throne, returned and reas- 
smned bis authority. He carried on 
war with his neighbors, conquering 
Candahar in 1854, and Herat in 1862, 
thus making himself king of the whole 
country. He died May 27th, 1863, and 
bequeathed the throne to his son, the 
late Ameer-Sbere Ali, who had a long 
struggle with his brothers and nephews 
for his position, but he was eventually 
recognized as king by the British, 
whose friendship and money and arms 
kept him on the throne at a time when 
lie could lipt have maintained himself 
not even irtwelvo-month at Cabul.

If we look for the origin and cause 
of the present Afghan difficulty, we 
may find it to be the result of certain 
Russian movements since 1873. which 
very much disturbed Sbere All’s peace 
of mind. He feared that Russia would 
extend her borders to his country, or 
perhaps some difficulty would soon 
arise between her and England, and 
the Czar’s troops would march through 
Afghanistan to British India, and in 
tbis state of mind he applied to the 
Viceroy of India for guarantee of sup
port in case of trouble with bis north
ern neighbor.

Not receiving satisfactory assurance 
from tbe Viceroy, Sbere Ali allowed 
himself to he caught by Russian in
trigue, and he so far committed him
self that lie could not accept the terms 
which the British offered him unless 
there was »ome pressure put upon him. 
As matters thus stood, Afghanistan 
was fast coming under Russian influ
ence, and there seemed to be but one 
cbai.ce left to prevent it, and that was 
to send a mission to Cabool, and to put 
plainly before tbe Ameer the risk that 
he was running, and to convince him, if 
possible, of the good intentions of the 
British Government towards him. A 
Russian mission to Cabul hastened the 
despatch of the British mission, for the 
.safety of which Shere Ali repeatedly 
said, he would not be responsible, hence 
it was neccstary that it should be 
strong enough to protect itself. It was 
necessary to see the Ameer face to face 
and to tyy thus tp foil tbe advice of 
the Russia^ intriguers. The address 
to the Aiiaeer was conducted in the 
most dignified manner, and its lan
guage was rnosV courteous. No form
ality due to tbe\lignity and honour of 
Sheie Ali was on&ted, yet in a most 
contemptuous manner he fpuraed the 

k. thiialliance of the British, thinking, no 
doubt, that Russia womU support him. 
Tbis was tbe kind return for English 
money and protection, auditor the pri
vilege which his subjects b«J m pass
ing freely through India, to\be great 
benefit of the trade and commerce of 
his own country. Shere Ali WlW, by 
international courtesy, by an exiting 
treaty of 1855, and by tbe support t&at

on all tbis, an elopement is a rare thing 
indeed.

There is an antique qnaiutnese in some 
of tbeir social customs, which is irreaist- 
ably comic. A birth, for instance, is not 
made known to the world in onr meagre 
fashion ; “ Mrs. Brown, of a sin," bat 
“of a very wel -sbapen son,” or some 
such phrase. When baby is two weeks 
oil, it gives1 a boudoir reception for mar
ried ladies only ; and on tbis occasion it 
is dressed in the height of tbe prevailing 
fashion, and wearing a beautiful long 
white veil.

So, too, in tbe case of death. Yon meet 
a functionary in the street in kneebreech- 
cs, cocked bat, long piece of crape behind 
all black and funereal. Tuis individual— 
a lelie of feudal time*—takes tbe news of 
a death to every bouse in the street and 
every acquaintance of the defunct. But 
these, and many other traits of tbeir sim
plicity are connected with the natural 
kindness of tbe people. Besides their 
own language, a large proportion of them 
read, andSmany even speak English ; but 
with French, yon are perfectly comfort
able everywhere in the country, and be
sides tbis the scholars all talk Latin flu
ently.

No nation has in its time fought and 
suffered so.much for religion. Freedom, 
religious and political, gained by tbe 
blood of their forefathers so lavishly shed, 
they now eiij >y to the fullest extent. 
They are an eminently religious people. 
Tbe comparatively smaller bodies of Lu 
therans and Roman Catholics excepted, 
tbe Reform Church represents the reli
gion of tbe country. The members of 
this rank tbemsel/es Orth >dox and Lib 
eral or Modern, tbe latter almost corres
ponding with Unitanunism. Ministers 
of all denominations are paid by tbe 
State : but none can claim pay until a 
congregation is formed in sufficient num
bers tv justify tbe demand. The clergy 
preach in circuit, and th -re is a change 
not merely of minister, but of doctrine as 
well every Sunday in eu-h church. There 
are always two collections during the ser
vice—one for tbe poor, and no nation is 
so liberal to the poor—and one for chnrch 
expenses. Men and women sit on oppo
site sides, or men outside and women in 
tbe center.

Tbeir freedom, supported as it is by 
proud recollections of former glories, by 
tbe subtle influence of an almost unconta
minated mother tongue, by present tran
quil prosperity, and by tbe feeling, strong 
in every one’s breast, that bis dykes give 
him tbe power of destroying, Samson-like 
in a supreme moment, himself and foes 
together in one tremendoos act of anni
hilation, render the nation one of tbe 
most patriotic in the world—and, of 
coarse, yon know I am talking of Hol
land.

Do yon ask where this country may be 
found ? Tarn to Goldsmith’* “ Traveler,” 
whose description of it, as it appeared 
more than a hundred years ago, still ap-

Tbe table should be carefully laid, folds 
of the table cloth in line, two Jarge nap- 
kins placed at the head and foot of the 
table with comers to the centre, every 
plate being wiped before being set upon 
tbe tsble, the glass dear, the silver pol
ished, the salt-cellars filled with fresh 
sifted salt. A little stamp upon the salt 
improves the appearance. When the 
plates are laid, two forks shonld be put 
on the left hand, a knife and soup spo on 
on the right, large spoons crossed at each 
■alt cellar, and.salt-spoons on top ; turn- 
biers and wine-glasses on the right of 
each plate, a napkin folded with a piece 
of stale bread within ite folds, the soap 
plates placed in a plate at the head of the 
table and the napkin on the upper one. 
Soup ladle, gravy spoon and carving knife 
and fork go before the master ; if there is 
no sonp, no ladle ; if no fish, no trowel ; 
if but one dish of meat, but one carving 
knife and fork. If yon have neither fruit 
nor flowers, a bowl, with bite of ice, 
makes a pretty centre.

The side table shonld be laid with a 
white çlôtb, tbo silver, plates, finger 
bowls that will be needed during dinner, 
arranged taetefolly upon it, and one or 
two spare napkins making it a pretty ob
ject.

When tbe soap *• on the table let the 
waitress come quietly and say. “ Dinner 
is served.” A good waitress makes no 
noise. She will stand at tho dining-room 
door till the family have passed ia, and 
then take her place by her mistress to 
hand the soap. When tbe soap coarse is 
over tbe waitress takes off tbe plates, one 
in each hand, and takes them to the pan
try or to a, tray outside tbe door. Permit 
no piling of plates as they arc taken from 
tbe table, nor allow tie soiled plates to 
be placed on tbe side table. As tbe soap 
is removed, hot plates should be ready for 
fish and meat, and as the waitress - jÉjfÉs 
the hot plate before tbe dinner mœ> re- 
moves the cold plate to the side tabic. 
Fish should be served alone—no veget
ables. Salad is tbo only thing allowed 
with fisb. If fish be broiled, lemon, cat 
in quarters, should be handed, to fye 
squeezed upon the fish, unless fish sauce 
is preferred. With salmon, thinly cat 
slices of cucumber, dressed, with pepper, 
salt and vinegar, should be served. Be
fore tbe fish is removed, the fish trowel 
and spoon shonld be taken off on a tray 
or plate ; before tbe meat is removed the 
carving knife and fork and gravy spoon 
should be carefully taken on a plate or 
tray. After the meat and plates arc re
moved the unused silver should bo taken 
off, then the salt-éBllars. Tbe table be
ing cleared, tbe crumbs shonld be taken 
off with a crumb knife or with a napkin 
upon a plate ; then the spread napkins 
shonld be taken off by thefonr corners.

Place upon tbe table tbe desert plates, 
and spoons, and forks, if for pudding or 
sweets of any kinds ; if for trait, a plate 
with a colored doiley, a finger bowl and a 
silver knife and fork. If coffee is served, 
it should be placed on a tray, with coffee 
cops and sugar, at the head of tbe table. 
Tbe old fashion of a polished and bare 
table for fruit is gone ont, except where 
an elaborate table and men servants are 
kept.—Mrs. B. W. Oakey.

FAMILY READING
À CHEERFUL FACE. ^

Carfy the radiance of your soul iB 
4«ur face ; let the world bave the bene
fit of it. Let jour cheerfulness be felt 
forgood, wherever you are, and let your 
smiles be scattered like sunbeams—“on 
tbe just as well as the unjust." sUcl

Ht dîepoaîtïôu win yield a rich reward, 
or its happy effect will com* 
home to you, and brighten your mo. 
ments of thoughts. Cheerfully 
will make the mmfl clear, give tone to 
thought, add grace and beauty to 
countenaboe. Joebert says—-“ When 
you give, give with joy, smilingly.» 
Smiles are little things—cheap articles 
to be fraught with so many blessings, 
both to the giver and the receiver- 
pleasant little ripples to watch as we 
stand on the shore of everyday life; 
They arc the higher and better res- 
ponses of nature to the emotion of the 
soul. Let tbe children have the bene
fit of them, those little ones who need 
the sunshine of the heart to educate 
them, and would find a level for their 
buoyant nature in the cheerful, loving 
faces of those who lead them. Let 
them not be kept from the middle-aged 
who need the encouragement they 
bring. Give your smiles also to the 
aged. They come to them like the 
quiet rain of summer, making fresh 
and verdant the long weary path of lüs 
They look for them from yoo, who sis 
rejoicing in the fulln ss of life. Be 
gentle and indulgent to all. Love the 
true, the beautiful, the just, the holy.

MINISTERS PREACH REPENT
ANCE.

BT THE BKV. *' DAVIM-

It is a long, long time **nce J heard 
a sermon on repentance. I ^aTy •*- 
tended, sometimes, eight camp‘meellufl* 
without hearing a single, plain eermon 
on repentance. I heard an old mlola- 
tcr cry out, “Preach repeatan0e!

From observation under the microscope 
of the Blood of patients fusing Fellows’ 
Compound Syrnp of Hypophospbites) tak
en from time to time, positive proof has 
been obtained of the steady removal of 
diseased and dead blood particles, and the 
snbetittution of vitalised dies^o necessary 
to the construction of healthy muscles.

Preach repentance ! How can you get 
tbe people saved if you do not preach 
repentance '

Christ began to preach and to say 
repent for the kingdom of keaven is 
at hand.” John the Baptist bad gone 
before Him, preaching tho same doc-° 
trine. Christ taught His disciples, 
“ That repentance and remission of sine 
should be preached in His name among 
all nations beginning at Jeruealem.” 
Luke 24, 47. Then Christ is exalted 
at the right hand of God, a Prince 
and a Saviour to give repentance, (or 
the power to repent and the blessing» 
that flow from it) to Israel ririd for
giveness of sins. Paul “ testified both 
to the Jews and also to the Greeks, 
repentance toward God, and faith to. 
ward our Lord Jesus Christ.” Acts 
20: 21. Paul told tbe Athenians at 

! Mars’ Hill, that'-” the times of tbis 
ignorance God winked at ; but now 
commandeth all men everywhere to re
pent.” Acts 1? : 30, Because be hath 
appointed a day in the which He will 
judge the world in righteousness, by 
that man whom he hath ordained.

We should be careful to discriminate 
between the counteafeit and the genu
ine repentance.

Some may have terror of conscience 
and not have true repentance. Felix 
trembled when Paul preached, but be 
still went on in sin. Judas bad great 
horrors of mind when he bad sold 
Christ for thirty pieces of silver, but 
he was not a true penitent, for he went 
out and hanged himself.

2 Slight sorrow of heart is not re
pentance. Ahab had this, 1 Kings 21 : 
27 ; but it was not true repentance;

2 Momentary impulses toward good 
ness and not repentance. Herod had 
many* good impulses at the preaching 
of John tbo Baptist, but ho was not a 
true penitent. The heart must be bro
ken up like tbe fallow ground, or the 
good seed will only lie upon the top 
and the birds of the field will pick it 
up.

4 Good resolutions are not repen
tance unless they were carried out. 
Many seem to rcot-nt while tbeir child- 
ren are sick and forget it when they are 
delivered from this impenuing evil.

5 Leaving off some sins is not re
pentance. Some will give up one term 
of sin and cleave to another. It is not 
repentance till we are sorry for all our 
sms.

True repentance is seen in the Pubfi. 
can, who was so bumble, that he durst 
not lift up bis eyes unto heaven, J>ut 
smote upon his breast and cried, “God 
be merciful to me a sinner.”

; Many are like the proud Pharisee 
who stood and thanked God that he 
was not as other men. He pajd tithes 
of all that ho possessed, and fasted 
twice a week, Still he was proud of 
heart and unhumbled before God.

1. True repentance implies a know
ledge Of sin. This may be obtained by 
considering our relations to God and 
the many violations of his holy laws.
“ I thought upon my ways and turned 
my feet unto Thy testimonies.” Con- X 
sidération is one of the first steps to 
repentance.

2 It implies a sorrow for sin. This 
sorrow may be expressed in words or
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