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FIVE-MINUTE’E SERMON,

The gixth Sunday After Pentecost.

THE DIGNITY OF HUMAN NATURE,
o Many prophets and just men have desired
to see the things which you see, and have not

sen them : and to hear the things which you
;w,ar have not heard themn. Matt.
xlit

For those who have always lived,
through God’s goodness, with peaceful
pearts in their Father's house — the
Church—the truths which God has re
vealed aud which are the inheritance
of the faithful have become 8o fawiliar
as Lo be accepted very frequently in a
certain dull, mattersof-course way
and too otten their immense value aud
importauce are tar from being suftic
jently realized. This mworning I pro
pose (o speak about one of these well
known truths, aud to point out the ad
vantage which even the simplest and
pumblest of Catholics possess over the
greatest and best of those who did not
have the light of faitn. This advan-
tage consisis in the knowledge which
every Catholic has of his own dignity
and destiny. And in order that this
may be seen more clearly, I shall place
in contrast with our knowledge the
ignorance and blindness in which the
mind of one of the greatest and most
gincere and earnest men of past times
was wrapped on these all important
points.

Now, let us go to the writer and
thinker of whom I am speaking and
see what he has to tell us about man.
Here are his words and the sum and
gubstance of his teaching ; and not
only of his own teaching, but of all he
could gather from the great philoso-
phers of the past : ‘¢ Like the race of
leaves the race of mauis. The wind
in autumn strews the earth with old
leaves, then the gpring the woods with
new endows. All men are bornin the
spring season, and soon a wind hath
scattered them, and thereafter the wood
peopleth iteelt again with another gen
eration of leaves Here we have the
pagan summing up of man’s life, This
is all it appeared to be worth in the
eyes of its great philosophers.  Mcn
are as valueless as the leaves which
come and go with spriuvg and autumn.

And what shall we think of
actions of men, their toils aud
struggles 7 Listen again to our pagan
teacher : ‘‘ Hath the ball h one
from his hand apy profit of its
or loss as it descendeth again,
fall ? or the bubble as it grow
nd breaketh on the air? o

\
tae

1
Wi

eth a
flame of the lamp from the beginni

to the end of its history 7" In other
words, the toils and labors of maun, his
struggles and aspirations, his joys and
sorrows are of no more profit to him
than is its rising and falling to the ball
which a man throws, or the bubble
which & child blows.

Let us turn now to the
the Church. What does she tell us
man is? What in her eyes is the
value of man’s actions? Of course she
admits, nay, insists, upon the fact that
our sojourn here is but for a short time,
but at the same time she tells us that
we have a never-ending existence,
that for geod or evil, for weal or woe,
we shall never ceass to be. She tells
us, too, that our souls, each and every
oue of them, came from the hands of an
all-perfect and infinitely holy Being,
and that this all-perfect and infinitely
holy Being has given them to us to
take care of, and that according as we
take good care of them or not for the
few years we are in this world, so our
lot and state will be for endless ages.
She tells us that these souls of ours
were made in the image and likeness
of God, and that it is our duty to pre-
serve and keep this image and likeness
in which they were created, and that it
is by the acts of our daily life that this
image and likeness must be preserved
and kept.

Scientific men say that we cannot
set iu motion even a small object, we
cannot throw a ball into the air, with
out its having an effect which reaches
to the utmost bounds of space. Some-
thing similar may be said of every
one of our actions. Not oneof them is
indifferent. Not one of them but will
have an effect in some way or other
which will be felt for all eternity.

Do not these cousiderations open up
to usa view of man's dignity and of
the value and importance of his actions,
which should render our lives precious
in our own eyes, and renew the warmti
of our attachment to those truths which
we have always taken for granted, and
to our holy Mother the Church, who has
s0 cavefully served them for us ?
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A Glorious Age In Which we Live.

We ought, more frequently, to cast our
thoughts upon the marvellous achievements
of the age in which we live. In the depart
ment of medicine alone there has been an ad
vauce all along the line, securing to man
<ind ever increasing exemption from pain
and suffering.
’erhaps the discovery
that large class of sufic
general designation of
people all run down in nerve and muscular
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tions it brings about,
functions is restored and
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OUR BOYS AND GIRLS.

Just now the world is swarming with
sweet girl graduates—and with bright
boy graduates, too, of course, though
somehow the boy graduate is generally
overlooked. It seems to Aunt Bride a
pretty serious mistake to iguore him
a8 we do, but this time she wants to
follow the fashion and talk with the
girls. The boys will have to wait, as

usual, Somehow one always feels like
adding ‘‘ poor little girl 1
after oune has said all the ple

They usually
gettle in their graduation day es

thingsone can think of,

all the problems that have been bother- |
| stay at-home

ing the world since the gates of Pare
dise went to with aban And hav
ing been duly crowned and diplomaed
and congratulated, they find them
the borderline in the
grown up world, and then, somehow,
a host of unsolved puzzling problems
gpring up all round them like a lot of
nettles, or, rather, like a thicket of
rose bushes, because there are many
delightful roses of happiuness to be
plucked from the problem thorns after
one has learned to meet them with a
grown up air. The grown ups learn,
after a while, that life is made up of a
long series of problems, and that the
real test of a good education is whether
it equipsus to face and solve the prob
lems wisely.

And presently these grown ups
learn that the problems of the grown-
up world are very different from those
of the school world. Grown-ups have
to solve their own problems for them
gelves. There is no teacher handy to
run to and no text-book. One must
carry the rules in one's head and re
member that circumstances alter cases
and that the exceptions are more nu
merous even than in gramiar.

The first problems are those which
crop up in the first vacation. Shall
¢he continue her studies ?  Aunt Bride
hopes that she will resolve that, what
ever else she does, she will devote one
hour of every day to systematic read-

selves over

ing, and another to exercises out of
doors. Shall she keep up her music?

That depends. If it gives her or any
one else pleasure, she certainly oughbt
not to forget that part of her schooling

1t sort of acquaintances shall she

y» 2 What shall make of her
lis 2 This first vacation for the grad
u rsally very important, For the
fix y feels really grown-up

out to earn her own liv
1 help her to
s problem, I
her parents have serimped and denied
tiemselves in order to give her an
e lucation it certainly is her duty to be
¢ e self-supporting, and to help them
{n turn, or it may be that some
younger sisier oOr brother inay be
belped through school if she adds her
earnings to the family treasury.
There seems no quastion of the right
thing to do in guch & casg And even
if she isn't obliged to support herself
it won't burt her in the least to come
in daily contact with the workaday
world for a few years. It seems to
Aunt Bride that in these days the
women who have experienced some of
the struggles and inconveniences and
disappointments of the workaday
world, and who have acquired the in-
dependence and gelf-reliance that are
born of the experience, make better
helpmeets, and that is what most of
the sweet girl graduates become sooner
or later. The woman who knows how
it is herself is much better equipped to
understand and sympathize with the
difficulties that confront the wage-
earning half of the family. She is
broader minded aud more companion-
able, usually, and has a better knowl-
edge of the value of money and the
difficulty of getting it.

Then the girl who is self-supporting
isn’t so apt to marry the first man who
comes along just for the sake of being
married and having a home, regard-
less of his qualificaticns as a home-
provider. When a girl feels that she
can provide for herself she is apt to
whit & while and make sure he is the
right man. When she knows the
practical facts about wage earning

g0

Circumsts

nees v

de that very seric

herself she is less apt to expect too
much. She learns that it isn’t half so

important whether he is handsome as
Apollo and rich as Crasus, after the
fashion of the story-paper heroines, as

that his habits are correct, that he is

gober, honest, steady and porsevering,
and that his tastes jand hers are suftic-
iently congenial to make it probable
that a few years hence they will not
be reduced to criticising their friends
and the children. Kvery year women
saem to be waiting a little longer.
Very few women marry nowadays be
fore they are twenty-one,
tendency is to defer
date until four or five yeais
Just now there is a good deal of talk

lator
lator,

about the tendency and the consequent

decrease in the sizo of families. Still,
it doesn't seem so very alarming,

when you come to look on all sides of
mothers

the question. These older
are apt to have more practical knowl

edge of home making than the very
young gi who marry early with
grauty notions of the respon sibilities,
and very often without raagonabla
provision for a suita home. While

more of

womanhood,

born,
manhood and
and they are apt to have

grow to

opportunities than the children of
very young mothers The number
of babies who die in the very poor

| tenement districts, where children are
is eomething awful.
| Diptheria and other disvases especially
| fatal to children are 200 per cent. more
in the
| homes of the moderately comfortable |

numerous,

numerous among them than

people.
« But supposing her parents

| est

and the
the important

them

a better all-
he way of health aud

| willing to give her decent clothing

and limited spending-money, cught he
to be willing to stay at home and do
nothing 7' 1s another girls problem.

No, indeed, Aunt DBride thinks it

would be a very bad plan to stay at'

home and do nothing.
of the staying at home. Our first duty
is to those nearest you know.
is altogether against doing n thing.
Opedoesn't follow the other, however.
Many of the home-women are the busi

She approves

here is a great deal of wor k
waiting for the women who have leis
ure. But Aunt Bride must let that go

for another time

that alway

I'here is one thing
wisge thing for a

eirl to do. And thatis to
me one thing so well that if
itw ever necessary she could sup
port herself doing it. She

never need it, but one never can tell

seems

learntodos

by

what may happen, and the girl W ho
knows she can take care of herself if
need arises is apt to make fewer mis

takes than the other poor girls who are
suddenly thrown unequipped on their
OWl resources
And many of the girls in this first
vacation will pounder the problem :
« Have they a vocation ? Are they of
the chosen few who are to devote their
lives mors par ticularly to Hisservice?’
That's something to be answered with
the agsistance of one's spiritual adviser.
it
m ryr FOVITN T
CHATS WITH YOUNG MEN.
Whatever your business is, master it
—know it in all its details, be able to
do any part of it ; don’t lean helplessly
on others. This world is full of de-
pendent people. They have no initia
tive, no originality, no ability to plan,
po self-confidence born of experience.
Thoy have to be told what to do and
how to do it. They need a task-mas-
ter., Kven if they go into trade, they
never grasp all its features—they de-
pend upon this employe or that part-
ner, aud, in case hired hand or asgoci-
ate fails them, they fail. Be not like
them — know your work from the
ground up. Then you can never be
left in the lurch or be at the mercy of
others :

Self-Dependence.

There are mapy more dependent
people in the world than arec unted
among the dependent classes. The
latter, for statistical purposes, include
only the pauj the blind, the halt,
and other helpless creatures who de
pend upon public and private charity
for their support. The dependent
people who are not inclue in such
returns are the numberless men and
women who can do nothing by them
selves, but have to be guided and
helped in everything. Sowme of thom

lack only self confidence, and seek
advice before doing anything. Some

mora helpless yet, can work only under
irection. It is quite obvious that the
partially dependent person is ata dis
advantage in this world, as compaz d
with one who is self-reliant aud self-
helpful. It should, therefore, be the
aim of young people to acquire not
only learning and skill, but gelf confi;
dence and the ability to do original
work without advice or help of any
kind

Those who have just graduated from
school are probably unaware of their
dependence upon others, but many of
them will find that when away from
their teachers they are almost helpless
and have an entirely new lesson to
learn. This dependence is more obvi-
ous in the art students and workmen
than in the graduates of other schools,
but only because the work they are
called upon to do after leaving school
is 50 nearly identical with school work.
The art student, having a picture to
do or a design to make, receives fra-
quent suggestions from a skilled
teacher. If he be well trained in
technicalities, he needs nothing more
than & hint as to the pose, the motive
of the design or the color to be used,
and with such hint or hints he pro-
duces a commendable piece of work.
But having left school, he gets no more
hints and is obliged to be self depend-
ent. 1f he has been properly trained
by a teacher who has wisely and care
fully encouraged him to think for him-
self, he soon acquires the ability to
work unaided, but there are great
numbers of students who, having re-
ceived too much attention from their
teachers, graduate with high honors
and then find themselves helpless.
They can do good work under direc-
tion, but nothing by themsslves.

In the manual training school
young boys produce marvelous pieces
of mechanism for exhibition purposes
under the coaching of their teacher,
who, without doing any of the work,
sots and gauges the tools and carefully
superintends every operation, The
student and his friends are delighted,
the school is praised by press and
public, and the graduate goes into a
workshop to find that he is after all a
dependent, unahle to do the simplest
job without direction All of us are
familiar with the school essayists who
win applause for their eloquance on
commencement day and never there
after write anything cf consequence
I'hey also are dependents, incapable
of doing anything noteworthy except
under direction. The fault of such
training is primarily with the teachers,
who, to make a good showing or un
thivkingly, think for their pupils in
gtead of requiring the latter to think
for themselves,

| repre
have | imitation.
plenty for comfortable living and are to guide and instruc,

School exhibitions and commence
meants would doubtless be less imposing
than they now are if the work exhib

ited should be really the work of pupiis
| without assistance of
| the teachers, and
though poor in themselves, would have
they
anted original thought, not mere
It is the teacher's function

any kind from
yet the cxhibits,
educational

greater value if

but always with

| ents has failed in his mission,

But she

may |

\
|

the purpose of developing the power
of the pupil to do original work, The
teacher who makes his pupils depeud
Pupils
gshould themselves recognize this truth

and avoid asking help as much as pos

‘n‘iblu.‘ Then, though not prizs win- |
neis in the school, they will ¢t me
prize winuers in  (he businuss

| world, wh there i F fair
field aud no favor, and every man 1s
at times called upon to act on his own
judgment, with no opportunity t»call
upon other poople for a ivice or helj

Do Not Act the Boor with Dependents,
The true gentleman is alwaye courte

ous to persons in a dependent position
-to his servants and employees ol

sorts. To do otherwise, to treat

with arrogance, is not ouly un Chris

tian and cruel, like all unkindn to

those unable to defend themselves, but
it also arouses the suspi that the
person behaving in this way occuples
his present position through some sud
den change of fortune, that he is
‘¢ to the manner born.”

The man who has been carefully
trained in matters of behavior, knows
that dignity differs widely from arro
gance. He knows,too,that courtesy is
a very different thing from familiar
ity. Heis never familar with those
oceupying a menial position, but treats
them witha gentle, dignified courtesy,
which he feels is a part of his own self
respect, as well as of the respect dueto
others

As it is cowardly for a big boy to
bully a little one, so is it cowardly for
a person occupyinz a superior position
in the world to wound the feelings of
one who cannot help himself — and
nothing is more wounding than con
tempt.

Doubtless those who sin in this way
often do it unintentionally. They
allow their minds to dwell so much on
their own advantages of position or
fortune, their pride assumes such
undue proportions that it cannot help
gshowing iteelf in their manners. oar
habitual tone of thought must show it
golf in our behavior, it cannot be other
wise. Hence, if be

ion

we would well
mannered, we must not cherish the
pride that leads to arr

Thou another
cause
inad

ates v

lessness 18
ant of consideration for the
nt pn»i:v‘-n, aud this oper
cruelly in a
re there are so many sudd
chauges of fortune., Men and women,
bred in and delicately
nurtured, often thrown upon the
world, and obliged to earu their living
as best they can, perhaps as employes
of those whom the whirligig of time
has suddenly raised to emivence, whilt
it has depressed the former.

In this democratic country of ours,
where all are equal before the law, and
where we have mno definitely fixed
classes, it must be that we have con
atant changes of position and fortune,
and, on the whole, it is a good thing,
since it gives all a chance, and keeps
up a wholesome circulation, like that
of the blood, in the body politic. B
just because of these /6 8 (
be specially careful how we deal with
those who serve us. It were well to
treat courteously the employee who
may some day be *‘Lord Mayor of
London "—and, if, as has been said,
it takes three generations of culture to
make a geutleman, surely having ob
tained this fine product of civilization
—the true gentleman, it would be
boorish, not to say savage, to treat him
other than he deserves, whether he be
rich or poor. For the man who does
not know a gentleman when hLe sees
one, or who judges him, like a tailor,
by his clothes, is like a barbarian,
gven though he may conquer Rome,
like the barbarians of old.
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Selected Lives.

Splected lives are lives singled out
from the mass ; set apart, trained and
commissioned unto a special oppor-
tunity. The basis of selection may
be chiefly that of physical competency,
as when men are selected for service
in the army or in the athletic games.
Or it may be chiefly that of intellectual
culture, as in competitions for pocts of
nouor in literary life. Or it may he
chiefly that of spiritual efficiency, as
when Christ selected apostles, saying:

“Ye did not choose me, but I chose
you, and appointed you, that ye
should go and bear fruit, and that

vour fruit should abide. "

What thought is greater than this to
a soul that is ? To feel the
anointing of God upon itself : to know
that it is c d out from the masg, s
lected and set apart for something ! It
is an exalting thought—so - high that
often at the first one cannot attain un
toit. While we know that there are
and ever have been selected lives, and
while we gnize
others who by their gifts and calling
and nmmrlunith‘ﬁ are manifestly set
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all

abundantly.”
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Yot this exalted thought of being a
gelected life brings no pride, no shal
low vanity to a goul, for it s
also a most humbling thought
the sense of one’s own destiny comoes #
naw conception of the broadness of iife,
and to know that God has anointed
one for a purpose is also to realizs the
golemn meaning of living and the dig
proportion between one's powers and
one's calling. The mors sure we are
that our lives have been selected from
the mags for a purpose, the more con
scious do we become of the deficiencies
in ourselves that threaten to hinder, if
not to preveut, the fulfillment of our
calling. And thus the exalting
thought which is so truly the humbling
thought, becomes also the sanctifying
thought. The man on whom is dawn
ing the conception of his own life as a
selected life beging to feel the sacred
ness of living. He sees that he is not
his own, that he is chosen and ordained
for special duty in the kingdom of God
for spocial service in the world of men.
And the spirit of
into his life
destiny and to be made worthy of it,

noble
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VERY LIBERAL OFFERS

An Opportunity to Possess a
Beautiful Family Bible at
a Small Outlay.

UG HOLY BIBLE.

Contalning the entire Canonleal Serip-
tures, according to the deeree of the Councli
W Trent, translated from the Latin valgate,
Diligently  compared with the Hebrew,

and other editions in divers lang-

The Old Testament, first published
Heh College at Dousy, A. D, 1609,
Ihe New Testament, by the English College
at lhelms, A, D, 1082, Revised and correet-
ed nccording to the Clementine edition of
the Seriptures, with amotations by the Rev,
Dr. Challoner, to which is added the Histor

of the Holy Catholie Bible, and Calmet’s I«
lustrated and Explanatory Catholie Diction-
ary ol the Bible, each edited by the Rev,
JTgnatius K. Horstmann, D.D., Professor of
‘hilosophy and Liturgy in the Theologioal
Seminary of 8t, Charles Borromeo, Phila-
and

delphin, prepared under the speecial
sanction of Hig Grace the Most Rev. Jas. F.
Wwoond, D.D., Archbishop of Philadelphia.
With references, an historieal and chrono-
logieal index, a table of the Kpistics and
Gospels for all the Sundays and Holydays

“My daughter was suffering with catar rh
of the stomach, and tried many difforent pre
geriptions without benefit. inall he be
gan taking Hood's Sa and it helpod
her at once. She has n fifteen bottles
anlis now able to work all the time. Wa
prize lood's 8 aparilin ver highly.,
ANNA MERRILL ; Eaton, Que,

Hoon's Prues act  harmoniously with
Hood's Sarsaparilla.  Cure iver illy
20 cents,

In his VeGETABLE PILus, Dr, PParmelee
h s given to the w yrld the fruts of long
scientific rosearch in the whole realm of medi
¢ il science, combined with new and valuable
discoveries nover boefore known to man.  For
Delicate and  Debilitated  Constitution
Parmel-a's I’ act like a charm, Taken in
gamall doses, the effact is both a tonic and :
g'imulant mildly exciting the secretions ot
the body, giving tone and vigor,

througnout the y

ind of the most notable

Feasts in the Rom lendar, and other in=-
sructive and devotional matters. With ele-
ant steel plates and other appropriate

engravings.

This Bible will prove notonly a blessing in
every Catholic household, but an ornament
n well Th size I8 124 x 10§ x 4 inches,
welghs 124 pounds, and Is beautifully bound.
§ Dollars (cash o accompany

Il send the Bible hy expross ta
the Dominion, charges for ears
o and besides will give credit

ihseription of THE CATHOLIO
‘e Bible and the Record for

Seven Doll Hubseribers
who Il whore thore 1 ofMee can
have book forwarded to the one nearest thelr
unide Please note on examin-

tion, vone i dissatistied with the pur-
hn the book may be returned at our

pense, and the money will be refunded.
Hible similar to these h for years boeen
old by ngents for ten do & ench,

THE HOLY BIBLE

(A SMALLER EDITION)

Tranalated from the Latin vulgate. Neatly
bound in eloth, Size 10 x 7 x 2, and welghs 8
pounds i oune his book will be sent to

v addr ne conditions asthe larger

1itlon for Fe Dollnrs and a yeur'seredit
‘: en on subseription to Tug CATHOLIO
LECORD
I i better to send remitts by
mor order, t when eash g ntthe letter
should In every case be registered,
Add THOMAS COFFHEY,
Catholie Record OMee LONDON, On\,
1 ) ‘
|1, Bruxer & o
\

f ] A t) AN (‘l J\Je
Toronto’s Leading Fashion-
able Tailors
292 QUEEN 8STJ!E.

1 eed first-class and up-to
dante n ( tay with us
Priee R it
PROFESSIONAL CARDS,

i)w WAUGH TALBOT 8T., LONDON,
On Specialty .

l Nervous Digense

l’u WOODRUFF, NO, 185 QUEEN'S AVR

Defective vision fmpaired hearing,
nssal catarrh and troublesome throats. Kyes
tentad. elasaen sdiustad Houra. 12 to 4.

lu\ K & DIGNAN, 'BARRISTERS. [ETC,,
4 418 Talbot street, London.  Private funde
to loan, %
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