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VOLUME XXXI.

“ Christlanus mihi nomen est Cathollcus vero Cognomen.”

LONDON, ONTARIO,

—(Christian 1s my Name but Cathollc my Surname

@he Gaiholic Necord.

)—St. Paclan, 4th Century.
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protty, pretty curls
Of the little dead girls
Preasures put away in
in the garret.)
Boe glad, old house !
come to share it
Phe great deep hearth, with room and to

the old chest

the new girls have

spare,
Phe dark garret, the wide hall, and the
quaint old stair
And to bring back to earth
I'he old, sweet mirth.
W v {
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MISSIONARY LIFE IN WYOMING.

In October, 1906, my priestly and
nissionary life began in the vast field of
jorthern Wyoming., This was a new
life altogether. After a few days spent
at Cheyenne —a much-needed rest after
the long journey from Belgium—1 de-
parted, fresh in mind and body, for the
missions. A journey of three days on
gome slow half-passenger and half-freight
trains brought me to my destination.
1t was a typical Western town, with its
nany tents, little houses, ete., wide-open
saloons and, beyond the flat, the moun
tains. In the morning, after having
taken breakfast in a saloon—for [ saw
no other restaurant I took the old
stage coach, which, [ dare say, did not
look too inviting. [ was the only pass-
enger,

it was a cold morning and I was but
lightly dressed  After a few hours of
driving we began the ascent of the
mountains, while the snow storm raged.,
The snow drifted in from all sides, and
every now and then I shook mysell to
et rid of the intruder. Arriving at

lway, we took dinner at the station,
Jfter which we continued our journey.
Poward the evening we landed in ['her-
I olis.  On Sunday, for the first time, |
said Mass on a table and in a p!n\'.\!v‘h

house, and announced to my sm Ul eom-
that henceforth they would

jave Mass once a month,

gregation

first priest stationed in this

uit Father of the Crow I
|

I am the
gtriet. A Jes
ency, Montana, visited Cody, but the
no ]vl'h'\(. except \l
while., The territory
not so very small— |
freen thousand square miles. In
tire district—Ilarger even than many
a kingdom in Burope—I found no su *h
a thing as a Catholie chureh,and 1 regret
to say there is none even now, for the
simple reason that we can not afford it.
IHaving no church anywhere, 1 was
ybliged to do the best I eould for divine
serviee. I have offered the Holy Saeri-
fice in all kinds of private
houses ; publie halls, where, during the
week, people dance and a ssist at shows §
eity halls, which generally are nasty
places ; washhouses and camps.
Wherever I go I take with me my
little sacristy—for there is not even a
set of vestments at the missions which [
! g regards altars, we

er missions saw
yin o

hich 1

great
cover is
this

places

it regularly.

eat variety ; a dresser or a

often,

table hotels or private houses ;
210, the desk 1 find in a eity hall §
ymetimes a few planks or anything that

o stand. Candle-sticks, bein too
heavy to be taken along on horseback,
often eause us trouble. We use what
wo find—from an empty bottle or ink
stand to a little piece of board, on which
we let the wax drop.
As stated before,

there are no vesl

ments to speak of. There is one fairly
decent set at Cody, and I have another,
which I use everywhere, white being the
eolor, no matter whether the Mass is
said in honor of martyrs or for the dead.
Oue poor old chalice, a eiborium, two
albs and some smaller linen; there you
have the inventory of our sacristy.
There should be at least one set ab
evory station, thus saving those I must

turn the
the wind and wait until daylight.
the driver was an

ness,

on slowly.

toward
But
the busi-
and, after walking nine or ten
miles, he located the road and we went
The storm finally ceased;
by guess and good luck we arrived fin-
lly at three o'clock
in the morning, half-frozen.

with its back

agon

old one in

onrd stination at

This and other experiences made me
learn how to ride a broneo. It would be
hard to say just how many miles T
travel durinzg vear, but taking the
regular journeys of every month
between the different missions, I count
about five hundred miles a month. In
summer [ travel considerably more,
since I visic farmers and eamps distant
from thirty to fifty miles from any town.
During the Christinas week last year |
travelled  four hundred and seventy
miles. Although the good Western
hospitality saves me many hotel bills,
nevertheless the cost of travelling the
eireuit amounts to 325 or $30 a month.
At each mission a colleetion is taken up
which should ecover expenses (sometimes
it does not ), and besides should be part
of my support. There is nosuch a thing
as salary ; the income of a year does not
pay for the support of the priest.

The Master 1 serve has, as yet, no
house in this region wherein®to dwell,
neither has His servant. I rent a room
which serves as a parlor, reception room,
pedroom and Church, for 1 offer the
Holy Sacrifice on a dresser, even at
home. While at the missions 1 accept
the hospitality of some family. In the
country the geod-will of the people is
better than the bed,

When 1 first came to this country my
appearance caused public euriosity ;
people were not used to the style of a
Roman collar. occasion in re-
turning from a mission, I had as a com-
panion on the stage a big, fat Mormon,
well known in parts. e
{riendly and we had quite an interest-
conversation, which we continued

But 1 remarked there
g eyes were on me and from
and the laughing I eon-
eluded vas on me, 1 could not
find an) from the
dining-room a man asked me: “Are you a
Mormon elder?” It oceurred also that
people, seeing me go.ng over the road,

‘Are you a travel-

On one

these was

1

that inguirt

their ex

reason, antil, coming

repeatedly aske
ling man?

“Yeon,

“ For what company do you travel? ”

«f travel for the biggest company in
the world,”

They were staring at me,
hear the name—* For the Roman Cath
olie Church.”

Then they were silent for moment

eager to

The Catholic population is very small.
In a town of seven hundred inhabitants
often you find only three or four Catho-
lic families ; in towns somewhat larger,
possibly ten or twelve families. In the
country distriets you may ride for twenty
miles before you find one family, and

thirty o farther along
there will be another. This makes it
very hard for a priest. All you can do
is to * keep going.” Thus on Saturday
I will leave Cody for a mission forty

SOLE miles

miles away ; and all I see during that
P

long ride will be a man at midway
some freighter outfit and some ecattie ;
no ranch, no house. Then on Sunday
morning I hear confessions, fix the altar
and read a Low Massin a private house.
In the afternoon I gave instruction to

the few children ; in the evening we
meet again for devotions. Since I am

here 1 have not had the happiness of
giving the Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament ; we have no place. And
should there be a the sick
person ean not receive the Vaticum un-
less he or she lives until the morning.
On Monday I may go to some distant
ranch and Mass there. That re-
quires two days. Then I will come back
to Cody, aud unless I stay here for the
following Sunday I must get ready to
start again on Thursday or Friday.

To go to Thermopolis, my most import-
ant mission, takes two days; one on the
train, the other by stage. Travelling is
not always a pleasure, as the following
will show. Last winter I left Cody one
Friday morning to visit Thermopolis.

sick-call,

say

All along the road, at every little
station, they switched and worked to

the

W=

unload freight until we arrived at
end of the road at 2 the (¢
ing morning, instead of 7 o'clock Friday
evening. Then I took my place on the
It was a very cold day, and we

o'cloek

stage.

WHAT IS CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE ?

Marriage is not meant to provide a
with a housekeeper or a drudge,
por a women with a bread-winner
neither is it intended for mere gratifica

tion of passion or of personal love ; nor
even to form a home and bring up a fam-
ilv. Views and of this kind
may be more or less justifinbie.  Bub,
over all and above all, a Christian’s end
and aim in marriage ought to be per-
sonal sanetification, the doing of the
will of God, the eternal salvation ol both
th» parties, and the bringing up of ehil

dren in the fear and love of God. For
the marriage contract differs m werially
from every human contract. True,
every promise and agreement made be-
tween Christians must be made in jus-
charity and with reverence for
God's law. But marriage is the most
momentous of human contracts. It ef-
fects a man or a woman all through life,
and in every hour of life. It calls for a
constant self-restraint which can only
be obtained through special grace, It
demands a mutual love and affection
which must not depend upon mere feel-
ine or atttaction, but which must endure
and be active even when nature gives
no help, when the fancies of youth have
died out, and when the other side has
perhaps grown to he faulty or unamiable.
Marriage requires that most difficult of
all attainments—the repression of one's
native selfishness, and the constant ex-
ercise of consideration for others; for
married man or woman is not permitted
to live for mere personal ¢ ymvenience or
comfort, but is bound to study every
day the well-being and the happiness of
every member of the family. Moreover,
the eare and bringing up of children is
a most weighty responsibility. If chil-
dren, by the fault of their parents, grow
up without faith or piety, in bad habits
that lead to vice, and in a negleet that

man

purposes

tice, in

Kiredom of God in this world and the
next more essentially depends than the
For all the dis-

ce by the minis-

happy Christian home.
pensation of divine
ters of Christ may be
and of no effect unless
Christian home to receive it. It is the
Christian home that fornishes the
( ‘ m 1 ind that nrovides

there is the

the priests for the altars of God. It is
from the Christian home that come the
worshipers for whom the Mass was in-
stituted, the eager throng that partake
of the Sacraments, and the congrega-
tions who pray in common and listen to
the word of God. The state of single-
ness and chastity been blessed as
the better part, but it is for the minor
and even the ecelibate and the
in must come from the Christian
family. It is the multiplication and the
exaltation of the family and the home
that may be truly said to constitute the
people of God, to make the Chureh pos-

has

sible, and to give to the world that
noble ereation of God, the Christian
state. Surely it is not too much to

pray for and to hope for, that in our
(atholic flock, even under cireums-
stances that are in many ways adverse
and unfavorable, we may have many
happy homes, and very few that are 1ot
happy. But the home, to be happy,
must begin well, in a God fearing and
pradent marriag Faith, piety and
religion must be its consecration. It
must be illuminated by the heautiful
radiance of the holy House of N wzareth,
and blessed by the presenee of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph. Daily yprayer must
keep it under the shield of God and the
From

wings of the ange Is of heaven,

its threshold to the church and the al-

causes bodily or spiritual ruin, Almighty
God holds those able, and
their judgment will be heavy.

parents ans

So that
touches all the springs and

ind it is by

marringe
the

b f
depths ot

spirit,

beh or in the married state that mar

Jvation or in

ried porsons will se

car damnat

had not gone two miles when my cars
began to burn. Having no cap, [ thok
my cassock and wound it around my
head. So we were sitting in that
vehicle, talking a while, smo g S
or watching the prairic zs, alar 1 a
our arr sun did not e,
which is an exception g, and
finally at 6 o'elock ur
destination, hall-frozer

On Monday I w

I was ready to take the

a. m, but lriver forgot me, so 1
to stay. Next morni [ v vt
enough to be taken alon The
was full of incidents. In pa x a

ereck the horses fell on the ice, broke

the wagon tongue and there we were
hunting all avound for a stick in the
darkness We found a fence-post
and repaired the wagon as well as we

could. Naturally, all this  took

and, I suppose, satisfied. time, and as a result I missed ) 4

It is astonishing that non-Catholics, | my train and had to stop in alittle place | riages are wred i:<-xl by temper, cruelty, and making every allo vance for the man

| as a rule, are not prejudiced i where a day seemed a month, The fol- dishonesty and intemperance, .“ml mar- \\:!.u wins the family’s bread. Both
our religion, They say the Western | lowing day I took the train, hoping to be | riages which too easily result in guar- s wuld realize deeply the r ponsibil

‘ people are broad minded, and it seems | at home by night. This was a week of rels, separation and divoree. Bat our | ity of their children ; (rying to |

|(|‘m-. The reason, in my opinion, does ill-luck, I am suve; for, arriving at the | holy Catholie faith was given us, i d | learn l|u\\'.vu treat Ilu'ih rightly, as to
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His Lordship the Right Rev. AL Me-
Dounald, D, D., Bishop of Vicetoria, who
left New York on December 10th, ar-
rived at Rome on December 20, Bishop
MeDonald was conseerated on Sunday,
January Srd, by Cardinal Gotti, in the
chapel of the palace of the Congregation
for the Propagation of the Faith,
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Conversions have greatly inereased in
Russit sinec the Czar's proclamation of
frecdom of worship last year. Ina sin-
glo diocese 230,000 United Gireeks have
passed into the fold of the Roman Cath-
olic Chureh., In Lithuania and White
Russia, the number has reached nearly
900,000 and in all Russian Territory,
750,000

Five provineials of the Jesuit order,
with several priests from other cities,
met with Rev. John J. Wynne of New
York, at the St. Louis University, St.
Louis, last Saturday afternoon to dis
cuss plans for enlarzing The Messenger,
a journal published under the auspices
of the Jesuit Order, of which Father
Wynne has been editor for a number of

yvears

The Senate of California has chosen
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