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FIVE-MINUTE SERMON,
Third Sanday In Lent

REVERENCE IN OHURCH,
3 wre thoy who hear the word of God
and keep it, (3L Luke 2

Brethren, the firs thing I have to
say to you about the Word of God is to
urge you to come and hear it. ** Bles
sed are thoy who hear the Word ol
God and keep it."” You may call that
the npinth beautitude. Tne blessed
privilege of hearing the truth of God
from the lips ol his accredited minis-
ters, standing upon His altar, speazing
by His aathority, is yours to enjyy ;
and it is not only a privilege but a
duty. Yet how few there are who re-
®gard hearing & sermon as 8 privilege,
or look upon it as s daty | How smail
@& proportion of you, my brethren, come
to High Mass and hear a regular ser-
mon | And of those who hear the
five minutes sermon at the early
Massos, how many are there who give
it strict attention ?

I want to say a word about the High
Wass sormon, It is prepared with
special care, it Is given with delibera
tlon, and goes along with the most
@olemn of the pablie fanctions of the
Char Though seldom lasting more

han thirty minutes, it is long enough

to bring hime to us some great
mystery of religion, or enforce sume
practical rule of Christian life. Now,
wa do not wish to be'ittle the effect of
% five-minute sermon, but just the con
trary. Uowever, it must ve conceded
that you canvot ordinarily persuade a
man of much in five minu‘*es : a lnoch
is bet'er than nothing, bat what a
working- man wants is a square meal,
The difference between a five-minute
sermon and a High Mass sermon is the
difference botween a monthfal of food
and & hearty dinner. The man whose
soul is robust and vigorons with that
health which comes from the knowl-
edge and grave of God, is the man who
makes it a habit to be pieseat at High
Mas and hear the regular sermon.

What does a sermon do for you? It
@levates you. You complain that you
bave to shovel mortar, wash dishes,
drive a horse car, count mooey all day,
aud that such things keep the soul
<down to an earthly level ; well, then,
eome to church and be elevated, Lis-
ten to the Word of God, which raises
you up ahove the commonplace things
of your life, or rather which sanctifies
them and makes you see in them step
ping stones to heaven. There is no
doubt that a man needs a great deal of
courage to lace the difficulties of life,
there is no use denyiog that for nearly
all of us lifo is a hard road to travel.
Then why do you say that half an hour
ones & week Is too much to give to a
germon ? for in the sermon yon learn
how to fight vour battles. Taere the
gomforting traths of religion AT
brought Lowe to you ; there you learn
now to hope ; there you are cleansed
and strengthened and eqiupped for the
battle of llfe ; there you are taught
the highest joy koowa to man—the
Yovae of God.

What hinders you from going to high
‘Mase ? Tadifforence to the importance
y he word of God and the need of
giving God the homage of public wor
ahip ) it may be, and perhaps fre-
quently is, only laziness. Or, again, it
may be & wiserly spirit ; yon want to
#it down and huckster with God, and
aive him the very least you can and es-
saps the dabtor’s prison. A .ittle en

tonment wounld enable you to see
ropriety ol giviog to God a good
share o! the Lord's day, to his
worship and to hearing the

; & little enerzy aud a
T1ttie gonerosity would enab'es you
nel or other to carry it out.
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were bittering at the gates of Hangary
and Trarsylvavia. They bad congnored
pearly all of Spaie and had attempted
to pass the defiles of the mountains into
Franee, and, worst of all, their swilt
galleys wero ssoaring the unprotected
coasts of Italy and France and the
regions of tho Est, swooping down
upon uoprotected towns and villages
and carrying off thousands of helpless
men sud women and children trom the
castle as well as from the cabin into a
slavery which meant not ounly the
scourge or the dangeon, but something
anexpressibly worse in the degradation
to which the women were subjected and
the apostasy in which the children were
reared, to be sent as terrible jsnissaries
to destroy the people whose blood was
in their veins. The most formidable
puwer in the hands of the Moslems were
these fanatical soldiers who had been
triined in the bitterest hatred of Chris-
tianity.

In this terrible conjancture it was
heroie Spain that came to the rescne—
Spain who had been standing for cen-
turles like a wall of iron in its monn-
tain passes in its flight for the liberty
of Kuarope and of the world, and not
on'y eontinued to supply warriors who
willingly died on the battlefield, but
«he conceived something more heroic
still :

Under the shadow of the great clus

ter of the peaks of Montserrat, which
leap into the clear sky and look out
upon the blue Mediterranean, which
was covered by Moorish corsairs, stood
three glorious men whose greatness
#honld never be forgotten—St. Peter
Nolasco, whom the Caurch represents
on her altars carrying in his haads the
broken shackles of the save ; the great
Domigican, St. Raymond of Peonafort,
equally sple did in the holiness with
which he was iuvested, and the third
one, in royal robes, Kicg James of
Aragon, who had fought on many a
bloody fleld agalnst the enemies of the
faith. Above them shone the radiant
figure of the Blessed Mother of the
Redeemer, bidding them go forth and
summon an army that would dare to de-
scead into the very midst of the enemy
oot with deipping swords, bat with
bands teeming with gold to ransom the
unhappy eaptives who were chained in
dargeon, or toilling in the galleys, or
perhaps buried ia the depths of Mobham
medan vice : purchasing them at any
price, or, if that were not pos.inle,
taking their place in slavery, putting
on their chaions and accepting, if need
be, torture and death ; nay, binding
themselves by solemn vow to do so, so
chat to shrick from the awfual sacrifice
would not only be sin, but sacrilege.

Can you find a parallel in human his-
tory with this sublime immolation? The
soldier who dies for his country goes
gaily to death amid the blare of tran
pots, the waving ol banners and the
loud buszas of bis frenzied cowmrades.
o 18 a hero almost nnconscious of what
ho is doiog, lifted out of himself by the
tary of the combat; but to advance
calmly to a hideous dsath when no one
is contemplating the deed, to silently
enter a dungeon where years of torture
way be a prelule to the final victory,
to do battle all alone and to die, and
perbaps be forgotten even by those he
ransomed, that is heroism which only
the spirit of God can help a man to
achieve,

The order of Oar Lady of Ransom was
founded ; multitudes joined its ranks
from every nation of Karope, and with
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the cross of Christ blazing on their
mantles, they presented themselves bz-
fore the Moorish citadels avd purchased
by their money or their blood the thou.
sands who weore guishiog io chaior,
or were doomed to a miserable death or
to b2 lost forever by the sacrifice of
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the calm and determined heroism of
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er yet, that this great love for
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the foe, For the power of the Moslews
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ostate janissaries to send into the
tiold, and the supply of janissaries failed
'hen there were no more Christian
1AvVeos,
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upon the masses a yoke little better
than slavery itself."’
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than the cattle and horses of many a
! and squire. In the annual death

wughout ¥ogland, one death in
urteen is that of a pauper in
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lufinitely worse in the great centres of
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in degradation near their

danism of business gather in the
grimy and fetid slams of the great
centres of cowmerce where wealth
most abonnds, helpless and hopeless,
and often godless, maltitudes who are
seething with rebollion and anarchy,
which can only be repressed by the bul
let or the sabre, unless Christisnity s
there to stay the work of destraction.

It may be trua that the evil Is not as
alarming in oar country as elsewhere,
but is there not enough before our eyes
to arouse the old crusading spirit of
Oar Lady of Ransom? Poverty we can
never abolisb, nor need we try. It is
the mark and glory of Christianity, and
Ohrist}nas declared it to be a beatitude,
Bat pauperism as it now presents it-
sell in the world is not poverty. It was

never known in Catholic times, and

there is no reason why we Catholics
should leave a single one of onr own in
that degraded and dsngercus destitu-

tion which the great Cardinal and

greater Pontiff so feelingly deplored,
What are our sodalities for ? Their

work is not merely to reclte their

prayers. What is onr Leagae of the
Sacred Heart for ? Not merely for the
morning offoring, What are onr S,
Vincent de Paul societies for ? Tueir
ranks are not to be made up merely of
old men, admirable and splendid
though their work wmay be, but every
young man and every young woman in
every Catho'ic parish should find a
particalar joy and cater with enthn
siasm upon vthe work of redeeming the
captives of poverty and preventing
among onrselves the disasters ol which
the Supreme Pontiff warns the world.
We are noy rich, but God is, and, as
of old, if we set to work our hands will
teem with treasures, and like the three
saints of old, unaer the guidanece of the
Quaeen of Heaven, who is especially our
patron, we can redeem millions of cap
tives and lead themn back to the liberty
of the children of G /d and the light of
our faith.

Again, one of the characteristics of
that old Mohammedan slavery was im
morality aod the corruption of inno
cent you'h. Is there not a horrible
repetition of that same corruption go
ing on around us, and does not the
question force itve!f apon us: What
means are we going to resort to
socislly, financially and even politically
to check the canker that is eating oat
the heart especially of the rising gon-
eratioos ? Is there not work there for
a crusade ?

So in the intellectual world. In for-
mer times the name unbsliever was
given in contumely and reproach only
to the Moslem and the Turk. Now itis
all changed, and it is the Moslem and
the Turk or the unbeliever who rules
the intellectusl world to-day. Oaly the
unbeliever is credited with being scien
tific and learned and intellectual, while
the man who believes is scoffed at as
ignorant, blind and superstitions, Not
only is there a wholesale apostasy
from Christianity, bat its docteines are
reviled in private convarsations, in
pablic discourses, in the press, in the
learned reviews, in great universicios,
nay, even in the palpit itself, [ws teach-
ings are declared to be lorever exploded,
and o0 intense and bitter and powerfal
is the hatred thit prevails against it
that even in the most coinservative
nations it is impossible to give a Chris
tian education to day to the most ahan
doned children of the slums, even
if they grow up in immorality and b
come a menace to the very existence
of tha State. And in two notable in-
stances, in countries which onze gloried
in be the centre of Christianity,
every Caristian eublem is swept out of
the schoolroom with seorn and con-
tempt ; the very name of G .d is oblit-r
ated Irom the school books, and the
preceps: of Monamwed and Baddha are
substituted for those of Christ, I¢isa
Jew who rules in Rome, What are yoo
ing to do about it, the beginnings of
such things in your o®n country, so

| ders of our Lady of Ransom ?

Added ¢t il this, the history
danism, as every one kanows,
long series of deeds of b

ske up our daily pape:
with their unending catalogues of m

ders which are continnally mul i
around us, both in frequency a
atrocity, and when we find ourselves

feeling only a passing horror and ex
pecting as a matter of course repeti
tion uch bateheries as that which
eeurred in Lisbon the other day, is it
not time for use to remember that the
vorld looks to us Catholics as the only
barriers that can stay the wild torrent
of anarchy that is wrecking society ?
We above all other men should be con
spicuous for our reverence and support
and championship of law and orde:
and authority in the tamily and in th
State ; we above all others shoald
pronoanced in our absolute alienati
from and condemnation of every ass
ciati that may be a meanace to pu
order, and the peace lovinz znd la

| abiding character of oar lives shot
be such that like the cloak and ti
ross of the Knight of Kacvsom, it
3t men know what is the wmain
of our mission in life. As St. Pa
warns us, we may be the victims, |
st never be the perpetrators
iniquity. Finally, the wrecks

family life by the hideous multip!
tion of divorce which is stripping t
last ray of decency from womanhood
shows as how far the precepts an
practices of Mohanmedanism prevai
So base have we become that t

Minister of Justieca in once Cathol
F'rance has not hesitated to propose
unfon of man and woman which is mq
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degrading than that of a Tarkish
harem, Marriages and honseholds are
nocoming Mohammedan. What should
ours ba ?

In a word the Turk bas not only
crossed the Mediterranean, buat the
Atlantic. The unbeliever, the enemy

of Onarist, rules in the literature, educa- |
tion, morals, politics and even religion |

of what once was the Christian world.

What are we to do, then ?

Go fortk with your cross on your
breast for the ransom (f captives. Lot
your Catholicity be in evidence every
where, and always positive and pro-
nounced. Never was there such an
opportunity of making it prevail, now
that all diffsrence of sects has dis-
appeared snd the issue is plainly be-
tween Chrlstisnity and paganism.

‘‘ Bat we will not listen to you ; we
do not want your dootrines,” ory the
people around us. ‘“‘(ive us deeds, not
creeds.”” Woall, give them deeds, while
treasuring above all earthly posses
sions the oaly one of all the creeds that
gives assavance of salvation. Show
them, first of all, this deed, this mag-
nificent chureh which ont of your
poverty and your piety you have erected
and dedicated to Almighty God. Every
stone of it is elcquent of countless
noble and even heroic deeds, the deeds
not ot yourselves alone, but of ali the
dead of these last fiity years whose
spirits are here to “ay, the men and

en who in lese lortnnate times than |

A'mr cwn worshipped bafore thesoaltars,

and in poverty, contempt and often |

persecntion made possible what we
have achieved to day. . ., .

It is the work of the past and the |

present, of laborers and builder and
architect and priests and people, and
of the devoted prelate whose impulse
prompted and whose word gaided the
great enterprise and whose apostolic
zeal is covering his diocese with worthy

temp'es of the Most High. It is the |
work of the living ; it is the work of |

the dead, and it will ever express in
enduriog stone an unimaginable accu
mulation of splendid deeds continued
throogh half a centary of suffering and
sell-denial to express the piety, the
love of humanisy, the love of coantry
and the love of God that has actuated
this congregation, which, after doing so
much, deliberately faces other sacrifices
in the future. No other religious body,
said one of our great statesmen, and we
may add no other secular body, gives
such a guarantee ol its loyalty and de
votion to the institutions and laws of
this country and of trust in its future
a3 do Catholics, who cover the land
with hospivals, asylams, schools and

churches. To day we contribute one |

more proof of our love of oar fellow
man, of our country avd of our God.

| You waunt deeds ? Show us anything

yoa have ever done to compare with
the deed of Aty years’ continuance,
but remember it needed a creed to
do it.

Bat this wmat rial stracture is only
an instrumentality. No siga or
symbol or ceremony or sacrifice or
sacrament in any way associated with
or performed in it but has its purpose
of building np every possible virtue in
human nature and diffasing it on the
world outside. Honesty, temperance,
chastily, love of our feliow man, espe.
cially the humblest and pororest, love
of jastice, love ol religion, love ol
God, ina word, virtue of every kind,
feom its feeblest beginnings to its
sublimest manifestations, is to be de-
velop-d within these walls.

Stand forth, then, like your glcrions
church. Its wmarble front reflects the
sp'endor of the midday son and gleams
white in the gloom of the midnight.
The storms beat upon its roof, but can
naver penstrate its arch of stone ; con
flagrations may sweep across it, and
we may sit in trarquoility within its
sheltering walls. So let us be in sun-
shine and in darkness ; in the calm

that may rest upon oar lives, or the |
g y

wild storms that may seem to over
whelm us, serensly and joyfully show
to the world examples of every virtue
Let us ever be true Christians and
trua Catholics. In that way, and only
in that way, can
guidance ot the Q 1cen of Heaven, gain
captives from error and vice and lead
them into the liberty of the children
of God.

- When the soul is weary and the heart
is heavy-!aden how sweet and comfort-
ing it is to reslize that prayer is the
groat revivifier ot life; that it brin:s
back pease and jry aad happiness toall
who moarn, and renows tha% suprema
faith in the future beyond the grave.
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Scotland and the Fait
The recently published Catholie Di
rectory for Scotland, 1908, gives the |
usual statistics regarding the position
the Catholic Church in Scotland
3 Avdrews and |
Kiinburg the numter o! baptisws were |
2,998 ;in the diocese of
in the diocese of Argyle and the Isles,
289 ; in Darkeld dio ese, 1,294 ; in Gal-
i25; in the Archdiocese
| of Glasgow, 14 785,
confirmaticns in the wvarions
Tae ecclesiasti-

we, under the sweet |

dioceses were 3,500,
al statistics show
Seotland altogether 552 priests, 457 of
these being parochial or secular clergy,
and U0 regular or priests of religious
Taere are 236 missions or par-
ishes, with 393 churches and chapels,
The colleges and eonvents number 69,
Tuere are 212 schools and 37 charitable
The estimated Catholio
popalation is over 515 625,
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