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YHE TRUTH ABOUT THE CATHO-
OLIC C_K_!BCK.

8Y A PROTESTANT THEOLOGIAN.
CCLXXIX,

We have seen that, while it is very
true, as the Advance declares, that Leo
XIiI. devoted his reign to administer-
ing the system of his Church, as it was
his duty to do, he administered it ina
large spirit of general enlightenment
and humanity. X

The Advance then goes on to give
what it views as the two principal tea-
tures of the Roman Catholic system.

The first point which it gives, appar-
ently therefore in its estimation the
chief point, is, that the Pope is sup-
posed ** to be endowed with infallibil-
ity.”

Now I should say that its chief teach-
ing is, ** that God hath given unto us
eternal lile, and this life is in His
Son.’' This doctrine has been the
principal testimony of the Chureh of
Rome from the time of Peter and Paul
to that of Pins X. On the other hand,
it is only within thirty five years that
she has imposed on the faithful the ob-
ligation of receiving a carefully re-
stricted doctrine of papal infallibility.

It will be said that this is also the
principal doctrine of Protestants and
Greeks, True, but that does not make
it any the less the principal doctrine of

Rome. If other Christians enforce it,
so much the better for them. Sur-

rendering it, of course, they would no
longer be Christians.

If a man should declare that he be-
lieved in the Pope's infallibility, but
not in Christ, what would Rome say to
him ? She would tell him that he was
either brutishly ignorant, or a lunatie,
or a mocker. What if he declared his
faith in Christ, but declined the juris-
diction of Rome 2 She would tell him
that it was a great pity, but that as a
Christian believer he was within the
covenant of salvation, to use the words
of Cardinal Mavning, and that if the
rejection of her claims did not proceed
from dishonesty, then, in the words of
Pius 1X., authoritatively proclaimed,
he * mighu be able, by the operation of
divine light and grace, 1o lay hold on
eternal life.”” Whh then is here the
chief doctrive. Papal Tufallibility, or
Christian Reu mption?

Leo NI i ued various
encyclicals, ana, |
number of doetrin! constitutions.  In
these he doubtless trrats ex cathedra
infallibility, although not often exer-
sised, as a very important means of
gecuring faith in Christ, and doetrinal
accuracy, but does he ever attribute to
it more than this inst rumental value?
1 think I am safe in saying, No.

Frederick Robertson is an extreme
Protestant. Yet he declares that the
chiel reason why so many Knglish men
and women had of late years submitted
to Rome was, that she “ gave them a
certain, not a highly probable, God."”
Here God is supreme, and Rome is
simply the prineipal terrestrial wit-
ness.

Indeed, as some I’rotestant writer
says, il you leave pehind popalar devo
tions and administrative (uestions, and
plunge yourselves into the depths of
Roman Catholic theology, you will find
an austerely pure monotheism filling
the field of vision, all other things
being reduced to & subordinate and
instrumental place.

Moreover, the Advance, after our
usual Protestant fashion, talks about
Papal infallibility in a way which would
certainly make the Pope stare, if his
present  Holiness chanced to know
English, and had ever heard of the Ad-
vance.

We are informed that (Catholics be-
lieve that the Pope is ** endowed with

¥

doctrinal
e lieve, a certain

infallibility.”” Now permit me to re-
mark that Catholics believe no such

thing.

To say that a man is endowed with
anything is to say that the thing is his
permanent, at least relatively perman-
ent possession. We say that a man is
endowed with wealth, or st rength, or
power, or influence, only when these
possessions are his for life, or indeter-
minately, and when, under certain
easily actuated conditions, he has the
use of them at any and every time.

This is true even ol these external
possessions of fortune, or person, or
social or political distinetion. Thus
we should hardiy say Uhat oat Pre ¢
is endowed with his oflice, on account of
its limited tenuve; but we may ecasily
say that the Chief Justice is endowed
with the chiel judicial authority, be
cause he has it for life.

Wihen we rise to spiritual possessions

such as learning, wisdom, genius, we
restrict ourselves gtill more vigorously,

mannered writers do
short of this in substance.

Protestant will sneeringly say : ‘“ Ah,
another infallible sentence!"

aud Dbetter -
pot come much
Thus wor-
thy Dr. Dunlop Moore, of Pittsburg,
thinks there ought to be no doctrinsl
uncertainties in the Catholie Chureh,
because the PPope *‘has but to speak
ex cathedra,” and they are at once ex=
tinguished, The excellent elergyman
in whom there is no scofling or viru
lence—evidently supposes that Catho-
lies imagine the Pope as floating easily
about in the Church, and whercver he
discerns a doetrinal dispute, as free to
rush upon it and extinguish it by dis-
charging over it a flood of infallible
wisdom from the personal possession ol
his own inward being.

That there may be large ranges of
theological speculation which, resting
neither on Seripture nor on early I'ra-
dition, are, in the express words of the
Pastor «@ternus, incapable of doctiinal
definition ; that even when a point wmay
be defined, this requires careful re-
gearch and deliberation (whieh, it is
true, as Bellarmine says, are never
wanting) ; that there is never a com-
munieation of new light from above,
such as the Apostles had, but simply a
restraining influence of the Spirit to
keep error out of the final use of knowl-
edge already pu.ssosaul: all these
things, essential to Catholic belief,
seem to be completely out of the field
of Dr. Dunlop Moore's vision, as they
are out of the field of Protestant vision
generally.

Says the eminent Jesuit divine, Per-
rone: ** Never has it been taught that
the gift of Infallibility has been com-
municated to the Church in the way of
Inspiration."”’ Unerring Inspiration,
giving knowledge of new truth from on
high, that is binding on the faith of
Christians, is allowed to be uniquely
the possession of Prophets and Apostles.
As the Vaticanum declares, the busi-
ness of succeeding Popes has not been
to add new truth to the original de-
posit of fuaith, but tointerpret unerring-
ly ambiguities attaching to this.

Yet a much higher Protestant auth-
ority than Dr. Dunlop Moore, the
Spectator itself says, and that very
lately, that the Pope’s negotiations
with civil powers, as distinguished
from his government of the Charch, are
not viewed as, strictdy speaking, ** in-
gpired.’”’ Here we see it assumed that
pnot only all the Pope's doetrinal pro-
nouncements, of every kind, but also
all his diseiplinary directions, are,
merely infallible, bubt inspired, the
simple expression of an immediate
Divine command. 1t really does seem
as if it were about as easy to keep back
the tides of the Atlantic Ocean, as to
overcome the continually resurgent

flood of Protestant misrepresentations
of the Pope's place in the Church.

Even more serious

Holy See auth-
¢ As the PPope
relations with the
State, so is he fallible in his govern-
ment of the Chureh.” Yet here is the
Spectator as calmly contradicting Rome
touching her own doctrine as if she
never had spoken at all.
CuarLes C. STARBUCK.
Andover, Mass.
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DELIVER US FROM EVIL.

the Swiss PPastoral, the
orized this statement:
is fallible in his

By this, the last petition of the Lord's
Prayer, we pray God that He might
free us, protect us from every evil with
which we arve beset. The evil here
meant is not primarily physical evil, or
that evil which works injury to the
pody. On the contrary it is the evil
which obstruets our salvation or de-
stroys the soul. That is the evil of
sin, the chief sources of which are the
malice of the devil, the perversity of
our own wills and the depravity of our
own natures. it is from these evils
that we ask God to deliver us.

Many persons, however, are constant-
ly praying for deliverances from the
ovils of life and for the bestowal of
temporal benefits. Is the practice to
be commended or condemned ? The
answer depends entirely upon the pur-

pose which prompts the prayers. If
theso evils impede our progress in vir-
tue or jeopardize our salvation it is well
that we pray God to
them.

deliver us from
The ovils of life may through

al hanniness.

Wy persons \in who make use of

sequence we hear them complain.
even question the eflicacy
and some even Cease

the same reason,

not \ obliged to command us to rejoice.

|
|
|
In 1871, by a Papal brief, \ppruvinu\\(.ml forbid that we
|

race bo made the stepping-stones It
Well, just try turning up the corners
of your mouth, regardiess ol your mood,

Some
of prayer for

mmulu SERMON.
Third Snndu____ol Advent,

JOY IN GOD'S BLESSINGS.

* Rejoice in the Lord aiways: again I say,
rejolce.” (Kpistle of the day.)

Brethren : It seems to me like a re-
proach from God that we should have
to be reminded to rejoice. It is as if
a friend made you a haudsome present
and, observing your ingratitude, re-
quested and arged you again to be
thankful. Blessed is the wman who
remembers—the man who is thankful
for tavors received, for there is wuch in
that remembrance to make the heart
thoughtful, cheerful, hopetul.

Now, Catholiec men and wowmen, living
in a Catholic atmosphere, you have
much to remember, much to be thank-
ful for and muech to rejoice over With
the Prophet Isaiis, you have good
reason to say to yourselves : T will
remember the tender mercies of the
Lord,”" and, remembering them, the
command to * rejoice and again rejoice’”’
will come home to you with profitable
results.

I say it is like a reproach that God
should have to call upon us, as He does
in the first words of the holy Mass to-
day, to rejoice. And why ? Because
as a matter of fact, we do not rejoice
half enough over the blessings God is
constantly bestowing on us. [ take it
for granted that these words are spoken
to Catholiecs who have the great and
inestimable privilege of living in a
Jatholie atmosphere, of living where
they have ample opportunities of at
tending Mass, of hearing the Word of
God, of having every desire of their
Oatholic hearts fultilled ; and to such
Catholies, I maintain, it is a reproach
that God should be obliged to command
them to rejoice. And, brethren, is it
not too true that we do not rejoice as
we shounld over these advantages and
blessings (God bestow upon us ? Who
are we? What are we better than our
fellow-men that we should enjoy the
many blessings of which they are in
part or wholly deprived 2 We think it
a great sacrifice to walk a few blocks to
attend Mass at any hour we please,
while there are thousands of Christians
who rejoice to hear Mass even though
they have to travel miles to enjoy this
blessed priv s, They who really
make the sacrifice rejoice, while we
sluggards fancy we are doing great
things if we fulfill the ordinary and

sasy duties of religion.

No wonder, then, that God would be
We
are fools and ingrates if we do not,
because of the advantages that are at
our very We seldom realize
them until we are deprived of them, as
the man who never realizes the value
of money until he feels the pangs of
hunger and discovers that he has not
the means to supply his wants. Oh !
should be ungrate-
for we have abundant reasons to
rejoice. Think, wy brethren, of all
that God is doing for you. Yon might
have been an outcast; you might have
been brought up without the faith ;
\("\)'vu|nnt.uvc\“~ might have placed you
| where the consolations of religion
\\\nnlxl be removed far from you —all
| theso you have, the faith, the Sacra-
) mente, the Mass, the frequent hearing

doors.

fal,

of the Word of God—in fine, you have
the Bmmanuel, God with you. s d with
all these blessings you '.ve icason to
rejoice.

Be joyous, then, from the bottom of
your hearts; be thankiul for the oppor-
tunities placed at your disposal ; and if
at times the difliculties you encounter
discourage you, again I say,rejoice and
think of those who have all these same
difficulties without the advantages
which you enjoy. Let your hearts be
filled with joy on this mid-Sunday of
Advent, this season of expectancy, of
hopes and joys to be fulfilled. Let the
tender mercies of the Lord remind you
of your great privilege, as well as duty,
to rejoice always in the Lord.

— re————
A CURE FOR THE BLUES.

A doctor who has made a specialty
of nervous diseases h: found a new
remedy for ‘* the blue His preserip-
tion reads like this:

can't feel blue ;"
talking are : ** Smile;
don't stop smiling."”’

sounds ridiculous,

keep on smiling ;

dosen't

l!n- Lord's prayer offer it in supplica- | and see how it makes you feel; then
tion that God would grant them tem- | dpaw the corners of your mouth down,
poral  benefits. Apparently  their | and note the effect, and you will be
prayers are never answered and in con- | willing to declare ** there's something

in it."”

to medicine when

“If you keep the
corners of your mouth turned up you
and the directions for

it?

The doctor treats his nervous patients
necessary, but when

GRACEFUL CHARITY.

The refined wit of the cultured
Frenchman is always enjoyable ; when
it embodies in addition to the delicacy
of the truest Christian charity, it is
admirable as well. A little incident in
the life of a former Bisnop of Chalons,
Msgr. de Prilly, merits narration as a
ease in point.

This good prelate, who died in 18060,
was not less noted for his echarity than
for bhis undaunted beroism, displayed
pirticularly during a cholera epidemic.
A citizen of Chalons, the father of a
large family, was one occasion reduced
to the very extremity of misery. He
had experienced business reverses, and
these losses had been fullowed by a pro-
longed illness, which had completely
exhausted his resources. Anxious to
procure food for his starving children,
he consulted an acquaintance, who ad-
vised him to solicit the help ot the holy
Bishop.

Acting on the advice, he proceeded
to the episcopal residence and was ad-
mitted into the presence of Msgr. de
Prilly. The destitute father, with
some hesitation, exposed’ the indigence
to which he had been reduced. Tre
Bishop listened with his usual kindness;
then, opening his purse, handed his
visitor 15 franes. The latter took the
the sam, but in doing $o it appeared to
him that he was guilty of a sort of sac-
rilege. With a seruple of conscience
which did him honor, and thinking that
the prelate had aided him as a Chris-
tian, he declared that he was a Jew.

Msgr. de Prilly re-opened his purse.

“ My good friend,” said he, ** all men
are children of God. I have just given

you 15 franes in the name of the Son ;
here are 15 more in the name of the
Father.”

The words and the act were as grace-
ful as they were charitable. As amodel
of good form and of good morals they
are worthy of remembrance.—The Ave
Maria.

IMITATION OF CHRIST.

OF THE INCONSTANCY OF OUR BHEART,
AND OF DIRECTING OUR FINAL IN-
TENTION TO GOD.

For thus will he be able to continue
one and the self-same without being
shaken, by directing without ceasing
through all this variety of events the
i » eye of his intention towards me.
2, And by how much more pure the
eye of thine intention is, with so much
greater constancy mayest thou pass
through divers storms.

3ut in many the eye of pure inten-
tion is dark; for men quickly look to-
wards something delighttul which comes
in their way ; and it is rare to find one
wholly free from all blemish of self-
seeking.

So the Jews heretofore came to Beth-
ania, to Martha and Mary, not jor the
sale of Jesus only but that they might
see Lazarus also. (John xii., 9.)

The eye of the intention therefore
must be purified, that it may be single
and right; and it must be directed
unto Me beyond all the various objects
that interpose themselves.

The Way of Duty is Plain.

“ The Catholic Chureh,”” says the
Champlain Educator, ** requires for its
children the positive teaching of Cath-
olic doctrine, Catholie principles, Cath-
olic associations—in short, the Catholic
atmosphere of education. To the aver-
age Catholic pareunts, then, where there
is only a choice as between the Parish
and the Publie schools, there is hardly
any valid room for hesitation. The way
of duty is plain.

Feed pale girls on Scott’s
Emulsion,

We do not need to give all
the Scott's

Emulsion restores the strength

reasons why

and flesh and color of good
health to
from sick blood.

The fact that it is the best
preparation of Cod Liver Oil,
rich in nutrition, full of healt

those who suffer

in speaking of endowments, to those | praying. the case is one of pure melancholy )
which we view as intrinsic and perman- Nothing could be more deserving of | without bodily ill, ho simply recom- \1‘111\111 11;()11 is a \ll""(‘\l:“ =
ent, and always at disposal, subject’] censure. The very things for which | mends the smile cure. He has the o LR LS ST
only to the decays of nature. We | they pray may be the evils from which | patient ren ain in his oftice and smile to why it does what it does.
should not talk of a man as being en- | they ask to be delivered. These tem- | if it isn't the genuine article, it must < " s Bmlel

dowed with wisdom or genius if he only | poral benefits if granted would prove | at least be an apward curvature of the Scotts .muision  prest nis
pow and then, so to speak, was tran- their spirvitual death. In refusing to | corners of the mouth-and the hetter (:1\(1 Liver il at its best

siently taken possession of

made, as it were, the. occasional organ

of a higher power than his own.
Inspiration,

Rising now to

hav
possession ol the
hardly conceive an
of divine things otherwiso
a |>t~|'m.||n»nl'|_\' inflowing fund ol divine

Apostles. We car

than out o

filumination. When St. Paul once or | benefits from temporal evils if they be
twice says Lhat ho 8} ks ‘Yol permis sot us. We should remember in the |
sion, not of commandment ' he is not | first place that il they are sent us they

speaking of God's commandment or per
mission to him, but ol his commandmen
or permission

to the Corinthians. In

spiration, therefore, must he regarded | vert them into untold \]xil'ilil.ﬂ henefits
as a permanent endowmenl of the | If offered as penance for our past trans-
Apostles. gressions against (tod they will bea

Now when tho Advance says that | fruits a hundredfold.  In this way wil

Catholies view the Pope as “endowed
with infallibility,"
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1| patients all testify to their good effect.
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PROFESSIONAL
MEN and OTHERS

Depending upon their own exertions
to support themselves and their families
find in life insurance a certain method
of ensuring, in event of certain con-
tingencies, a continuance of the neces-
sary income,

THE CONTINUOUS
INSTALMENT POLICY
O THE
NORTH AMERICAN
exactly meets such requirements, guar-

zlmlm-in;: at insured's death an annual
income for life to his beneficiary.
Write for full particulars,
giv.ng age next birthday,
and ajso nge of beneficiary,

AS THE

k- ;onn

NORTH AMERICAN LIFE

ASSURANCE COMPANY
HOME OFFICE: TORONTO, ONT.
J. L. BLAIKIE,
Managing Director. President,
W. B. TAYLOR, B.A., LL.B., Secretary.
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Life Companies doing business,in Canada in the
NET AMOUNT IN FORCE GAINED OVER
ALL ITS COMPETITORS during the past five
vears, as shown by the Government Reports.
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