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THE TRUE WITNESS AND CATHOLIC CHRONICLE.

ars and authors to hearken or
spond to this need.

good Catholic text books on English
h‘telyature, American literature, Me-
diaeval history, English history and
“|Ameérican history, not to speak of
psychology and pedagogy. Either the
text books on these subjects now in
use in ou Catholic educathional insti-
tutions are too elementary and flim-

HEN one reads such  ac- | the same interview. Still we want |5y or they are the work of non-
counts of the excesses to | other and more wonderful inven- | Catholic authors who poison truth
which luxury was carried | tions, that we may have greater | in the giving out.

by the ancient Romans, ag | ease. In this condition of things
?mny be found in ‘ The — are we to do? It seems to me our
Last Days of Pompeii,” or in “Quo ABOUT BATH ROOMS.—Here §s a course—our duty—is plain. We must
Vadis,”” a person is really inclined brief extract from a very lengthy | utilize, encourage—that it will pay a
article:— Catholic author to produce a good

to set them down as exaggerations.

7t is hard to conceive the mad ex-
the
look a-
round me I find that our presemv-day

travagances of the people in

days of Nero. Yet when I

citizens are quite successfully com-
peting with those pagans in the art
of rendering life most sensual and
luxurious.
graphs some days ago upon subjects
affecting the modes of living at pre-
sent, and I was astonished when I
found, from actual observation, that
they were not in the least over-
drawn. 1 will not intrude either up-
on the paper or the readers with all
these clippings, but I will take a
couple of extracts from them, in or-
der to substantiate my own conclu-
sions.

COOLING A HOUSE.—Take
as a samplei—

“Many people have wished in 1ot
weather that there existed some con-
trivance which would cool the heat-
ed air of our houses as readily as
they can be warmed in the winter.
Qur present arrsngements for that
purpose leave much to be desired.
The practice of setting all the doors
and windows open has many incon-
veniences, such as creating danger-
ous draughts and admitting a super-
abundance of dust. In exceptional
cases, such as large social gather-
ings, blocks of ice have been intro-
duced into crowded rooms with ad-

this

vantage; and at least they make
them look cool. But what is ob-
viously wanted is some means by

which cold air can be turned on as
easily as a gas jet or the eleetric
licht. The desideratum, we are told,
is now supplied. Mr. Moore, of the
American Weather Bureau, has
vented what may be called a refrig-
erating stove. No full account of
its mode of action seems yet te have
been published, but it fis  explained
that fresh air is drawn in from out-
side by a sort of chimney, and forc-
ed down into what may be called
the grate, where a gas has been pro-
vided which cools it effectively with-

in-

out imparting any objectionable qua- .

lity, and it is then discharged into
the room. The New York papers
treat the invention seriously, and

prophesy that it will have a great
success. It is, at any rate, a merit
if, as is asserted, the apparatus
works most efliciently, when the wea~
ther is hottest, and there s the
greatest need for it.”

NO POSITIVE OBJECTION. — I
do not wish it to be understood
that T am a crank, or that I have
any real objection to people making
use of every means at their disposal
for the purpose of rendering life more
agreeable and comfortable. But one
would naturally conclude, on read-
ing such a statement as the forego-
ing, that the human mind had be-
come affected with a mania for in-
venting devices whereby nature may
be counteracted in every way. We
are satisfied with nothing. In winter
it is too cold; in summer too hot;
in spring too damp; in autumn too
chilly; rain is a pest; sunshine is a
nuisance; in a word, we have some
fault to find with every condition,
and we squander all our resources in
trying to make the world over to
suit our own conveniences. And
when we have succeeded we are just

as far from jactual contentment as
were our fathers. Now-a-days we
find fault if the electric car service

is irregular at times, forgetful of the
fact that very few years ago we had
nothing better than horse cars. And
only a few years earlier the people
had to make use of their dmbs to
move around. We are vexed if we
do not get the right number at the
telephone and are obliged to stand
two or three minutes awaiting an
answer from the other end of the
city. It was only the other day, it
seems, that we had no such a thing
88 the telephone. Then we would
have been obliged to walk or drive
the distance, and instead of lYesing
three minutes we would have had to
Spend an hour or more in securing

——

I had a number of para-

would not be likely to contain
than three bathrooms, and it might

or a dozen bathrooms are
wise remarkable; in some
there are fifteen or twenty bath-
rooms. In beauty of construgtion
and equipment and adornment great
advances have been made in bath-
rooms in very recent years. Yeople
spend five times as much money on
bathrooms now as they did even so
recently as a dozen years ago. One
would have to be pretty rich to pos-
sess some of the bathrooms built
now-a-days. There is one now in
course of construction in this city
the tiling along of which will cost
$20,000 or more, the work upon It
occupying two years’ time. Of course
not all bathrooms run up in cost
like that; but there are plenty of
them that run up into the thousands
and that are most luxurious and art-
istic and beautiful.’”’

houses

*
*

‘It might seem that now, indeed,
as to beauty and utility, the limit
had been reached in the development
of the bathroom, but a man familiar
with this branch of house equip-
ment sgid that while it might not
be easy at the moment to say in
just what manner further progress in
this matter could be made, yet he
had no doubt that we should conti-
nue to advance in the comstruction
and the beautifying of our bath-
rooms in the future, just as we have
done in the past.”

COMMENT UNNECESSARY.
Purposely I have omitted all the de-
tails of fixtures, of electric light ar-
rangements, of shades, of stained-
glass decorations, of invisible lights
radiating from the sides, or roof, or
corners, and affecting the gold-frani-
ed mirrors and all the devices calcu-
lated to increase the luxury and self-
gratification of that special
ment in the domestic domain. When
I read this account of the extremes
to which the perfecting of the batn-
room is carried, I could not he'p re-
calling the story of Marat, the mnon-

joyting the warieiies of scasuing,
produced by the a.ternating cluva.
tion and reduztion of teqiipuinzvre
Yet what was his fate? In his bath,
in the midst of kis sensuai dreams,
he perished miserally, under th> dag-
ger of Charlotte Corday—whoin he
allowed to ente: his bathroom in the
hope of having wiklit‘onal delizhs of
the kind that his low nature appre-
ciated. I do not jietend that such
might or should Le the fate of uthers
but while there is no adventuress, ¢f
the murderiag spicit hovering -
round, , there is constantly presa2at
the grim phantom Death, whose hand
may clutch us at any moment—even
in our keenest enjoyment. Cleanli-
ness is next to godliness; 't is true,
and the bath, and its proper usec are
evidences of civilization. But there
are excesses in this as in all things.
howsoever good they may be; and
excesses in aught that fringes upon
‘luxury are sure to be ultimately fat-
al. When I stand on the cuarbstone
of a great ¢ty and I note the mass
of miéery, of honest poverty, of ac-
tual suffering that ebbs and flows
around me, and I vainly jlook in the
faces of men for any expression of
that sympathy for human sufferings
whiich awakens charity in the heart,
and then I amitold of $20,000 being
expended on a bathroom, I cannot
but ask myself ‘“‘when and how is all
this going to end? And as I ask
the question a solemn procession
moves along towards a cemetery,
and the hearse-plumes wave an an-
swer.

Bnuks,

Cathelic Text

Th‘tﬂletelll.

of

academies and schools is a fact evi-
dent to every one who is either en-
gaged or interested in Catholic edu-
cation. The wonder is that wiith
this need importuning and knocking
at our door for some time so little

has been done by our Catholic schol-

““A fine house put up now-a-days
less

have half a dozen. Houses with ten
im no

depart- [

Catholic text book. It should pay
more than the publisher to bring out
a good Catholic text book; it should
likewise pay the author, and pay
him well. If Catholic colleges and
schools of the Catholic reading pub-
lic were to do their duty when a
Catholic author publishes a good
work its sale would not be confined
to the hundreds, nor would the au-
thor find that his chief introduction
to the Catholic public was through
the medium of complimentary copies.
We have within the body of the
Catholic people of the United States
and Canada the means of building up
and fostering a Catholic literature,
and the place to begin this work is
in our schools. The Catholic popu-
lation of the United States and Can-
ada must be in the neighborhood of
‘115,000,000 or 20,000,000. ~Catholic
colleges and convents are now at al-
most whispering distances from each
other, from the Atlantic to the Paci-
fic. We have in our larger cities
well-equipped Catholic high schools.
In addition to this we have as Cath-
olic intellectual forces three Catholic
summer schools and a Catholic win-
ter school, with syllabuses of lectures
extending from three to eight weeks,
not to speak of the hundreds of read-
ing circles, whose members are de-
voted to the special study and dis-
cussion of Catholic literature.
In the face of all this, what Cath-

chiefly as translations from the eru-
dite pens of Old-World authors. Is
it any wonder that ‘at the Confer-
ence of Catholic colleges held recent-
ly at Chicago the question of Cath-
in history,
the attention

olic books, especially
shoula have occup:.d
of the delegates?

Who will be our American pastor,
our American Janssen, our Ameri-
can Dom Sasquet? You will find the
works of such profound scholars as
rpnstnr, Janssen and Sasquet in the
"historical libraries of Wisconsini and
Columblia Universities. T once heard
Prof. Morse Stephens of Cornell say
his lectures on English history

in

sen into his lectue room, and as a
professor of mediaeval history 1
have found him very judicial. Schol-

and work of the Catholic Church as
revealed in the phenomena of his-
tory, but as students of Thistorical
truth they are bound to come closer
to the correct and just interpreta-
tion of the Catholic Church — its
spirit and work—as they approach
and acquire a knowledge of the true
facts of history. Now these facts of
history must be supplied—furnished
by the Catholic author.

Let me explain here what I mean.
Janssen in his great and monumen-
tal work, ‘“The History of the Ger-
man People,”” has changed the
mind and attitude of all honest non-

Catholic professors of history to-
wards the Lutheran Revolt of the
16th century. He has forever silenc-

that the

ed those who have held
Germany of Luther’s time as well as
the Germany of the preceding period
was marked by dense ignorance and
vice and a complete cataclysm in
things religious. Even the meaning
of an indulgence is now being cor-
rectly explained to students by non-
Catholic professors of history. Cer-
tainly an indulgence could not be
more clearly explained in its poena R

history by Prof. Robinson of Colum-

what | the

of education.

to non-Catholics.
laymen not a great apostleship
carry out, especially in the sphere of
Believé me, we Catholics
need less fireworks and more
work in the field of education. While
we are illuminating the heavens with
briliancy and meteoric flashes at our
Catholic summer schools our Catho-
lic students at Catholic and

Catholic institutions are crying
for scholarly Catholic works

which they may lean and from which
they may draw, and we are unwor-

education.

and our many
and

testant
at heart, and will continue to be in-
fluenced in their views and

there in the
bailiwick by
pastor of the People’s Church,
The author’s method of
proving his thesis will be seen from
regarding
the Baptist denomination. He says:—
‘““The Baptists increased 975
ing the seven years, 1885 to 1892,
The normal birthrate of the
bership, 18,669, should have
an increase by birth of more than
3,500 during that period; their
cessions
churches
death rate.

York city.

the

the

an

If it be our lot

friends

We can find

churches,

Rev.

following quotation

from other

more

system

bia.

When you hear a profs
Prof. Haskins of Wisconsin Universi- | ship,
ty last summer, tell his class that if the churches keep even the dead on
they desired to get at the soul and their rolls.””
spirit of the Middle Ages as well as
the first centuries of Christianity, says Mr. Dixon, “‘collapsed the other
they would do well to study the

, 88 did;' dication

of

the actual

re- (lives of the saints of the
Church; or when you hear a profes-

Nearly every Catholic college, aca- {sor tell his class, as did Prof. Rob-
demy and school in the country will |inson of Columbia, that he would ad-
tell you that it is sorqly in need of |vise them to substitute revolt for re-
formation when speaking of the Lu-
theran upheaval, history as
by non-Catholics is assuredly setting
its face towards
truth.

But there is yet much to be done | benefit of Bishop McFaul.
and it must be done by earnest and
profound Catholic scholars. We Cath-
olics who possess the faith once de-
barred to the saints are
troubled with what Browning
“torpidity of assurance,’”’
while we are never in doubt as
the unerring character of the Church
as our spiritual guide and spouse of
Christ, we owe it to our own
ligence as Catholics
Church, which is the depository
truth, that we study her history in
every detail as the supreme fact
the world’s civilization.

Let us flash, therefore, in the face
of every foul calumny, every misre-
presentation, the light of
truth.
non-Catholic institutions of learning
we should feel that we carry with us
the responsibility and trust
gift of faith and be ever ready
only to defend it, but ever prepared
and equipped to set before non-Cath-
olics the truth of its life and labors
during nineteen hundred years.
This is why I plead for
text-books in history, Catholic text-
books in literature,
books in philosophy and tne nistory
Our good priests
doing a great work in their missions
Have we Catholic

the goal

d

to

Protestant Church
Attendance Decreasing

It
weal

Protestant

m

Catholic

taught

of

to

sometimes
calls
and

to

i observation and experience, ‘““Why
intel- lProtostunts don’t go to church’’ is
our (& subject written about and preach-

of

of

Catholic

attend

of our

Catholic

Catholic

apon

olic works have we to learn on; what [ thy as Catholic scholars if in res-
text books of accepted scholarship [ponse we reach them but a stone.—
have we in history, literature, science |Thomas O'Hagan, M.A., in the New
and philosophy? Just a few scholar- | World.

Iy works are appearing, and these —

We shall not quote evem one Cath-
olic authority on this subject,
we beg to assure the “‘Independent’’

Protestant
that we take
matter against our will and with re-
gret.

readers

up

no pleasure

ster of inhumanity who exercised o chronicling the decadence of Protest-
his perverted gifts during the ‘‘Reign that the great Benedictine, 'Do'm Sas- antism when this decadence means
of Terror.”” His sensuality was such | quet, was the leading a\_xthorn_\' of the swelling of the ranks of deists,
that he revelled in his luxurious [our day on the ?onﬁscntlon of the materialists, or agnostics. We believe
tath, for hours at a time. lle had | English monasteries and th(‘l age pre- | 4104 many very estimable and wor-
a slab fixed acorss the bath-tu», vp- |ceding the English ref(u:mauon. Prof. thy Protestants, whose reason and
on which he wiote his most firims [ Robinson of Columbia ftequently common sense have led them to se-
and blood-thirsty articles, while en-|brings the worl ot Fastor on Jans: ver all formal connection with Pro-

remain Christian

conduct

arly Protestants, such as Professor by certain Christian principles and
Morse Stephens of (?orn('ll, Prof. | ¢ -aditions even though they may
Haskins _of Wiscon.Sm, and -~ Prof. [, ver find their way into the Church.
Robinson of Columbia, are too hon- |y, o0 therefore, under a keen
est and judicial to wittingly pervert | . oo ¢ wrat is due to our estim-
history. It is true that they rr-m:\' able Protestant friends. and because
fail to interpret correctly the spirit |, “Independent’s’” error compels

us to speak in the interest of truth.
What are the facts?
testants saying regarding the deca-
dence of Protestantism?
easy to select from the
material at hand.
Protestantism’’
book written a few years agdo down
““Independent’s”’
Thomas Dixon,
New

What are Pro-

is
th

‘““The Failure of
is the title

of

mem-
given

more than balancing
The Baptists, therefore,
|managed to hold about one-fourth of
the children born
Is this holding our own?’’
He subjects the Methodist, Presby-
terian and Lutheran churches

. | like examination and finds the
and culpa relations than it was last {sults but little
spring to the students of medlaeval 'p,¢ worse than this he tells us that
of enrollment now in

into their homes.

to a

encouraging.

vogue amongst the churches givi

““One of these mushroom records,””

solid

own

dur-

ber-
because, he tells us, ‘‘some of

not

text-

are

to

non-
out

and

this

in

not
of

a

ac-

the

re-

no

the

200 members.”* 03 |

We beg to direct the attention of |
the ‘‘Independent’’ to these figures
and ask it to observe how the rolls
of membership are made up from the
dead. These peculiar methods of col-
lecting statistics must convince the |
“Independent’” how unreliable are
the figures which it quoted’ for the
It has
|beon said that one could prove any
’proposition, no matter how absurd,
’by statistics. But a safe guide in
;‘the matter of Protestant church at»l
I‘tendnnce is furnished by the daily
iprcsx, the religious denominational
| papers, the sermons, the books writ-
ten by Protestants, and every day's !

|

|ed about every day.

One more quotation from Rev.
Dixon:—

‘“The plain fact is Protestantism
| has little hold on the manhood of
New York. The men have deserted
the churches and built clubs and se-
icret societies in their stead. The at-
tendance on the at
smaller churches that can not
|mand preachers of great personal
powers is simply beneath contempt.’ |,

President Eliot said recently
Chicago:— ;

“I know of no denomination which «
has not experienced a great change
in attendance. I have felt the same
‘thing in the chapel at

Mr,

average the |

com-

in

Cambridge. 1 |}

the accounts of the reli-
gious condition of different parts of
our country which appear from time 1
to time in the daily and weekly press

compare

and the magazines, will be impressed

are most concerned in counteracting

of a meeting hefd in Tremont :,’

ple, Boston, less than two years ago

Tem-

suffered a net loss of 588, and our
Sunday schools suffered a net loss in

membership of 5,370.

h
4
‘““No wonder that some are enquir-
ing, ‘What is the matter with Con-
gregationalism?’ Something is the
matter. The proportionate strength
of the Congregationaf denomination
in New England as compared with
that of other denominations has been
steadily decreasing for the last fif-
ty years.”

We have another report of statis-
tics for the Presbyterian Church pub-
lished in the Boston ‘‘Transcript’
within a year or two. We simply
give the headings as follows:—
“‘Presbyterianism’s ILosses.
“Official Reports Showing a Steady
Decline.””

a
a

0]

li

&)

P

P

population of New England are non-
church-goers, and many of them open
Sabbath desecrators and scoffers.
Over 1,000 churches have been closed
on the Lord’s day in New England,

B

and the rural population is, in
many instances, almost without a
Sabbath.”’

The Rev. George Willis Cooke, a
Protestant minister, during the last
several years has been visiting the
churches of New England and report-
ing the results of his visits and ob-
servation in articles which appeared
in the Boston “Transcript.”” We
could not quote, of course, from all
this mass of evidence. One of the
titles of these papers will sufficiently
indicate their general character as
follows:— %

“A Further Study into the Appar-
ent Causes of the Decline of Church

of

day by a fire, and out of a roll of

Attendance.”"

over 4,000 there could not be found '

don the hyperbole—that
bull-fight would be a moral and spi-
ritual benefit to a dead village.
would at least suggest something to
think about beside family feuds, per-
sonal

sions.
sins that now

New
Fast Day proclamation of Governor

January to January; there ar»

remember

creasing.

signing this cause that the

task.
the great cause of the

the
we are unwilling to try to determine

ever, should remember that it
the unwarrantable claim of the War
Department that gave occasion

dition to this, it should
that very many good Prot.estant' au-
thorities do assign the lack of reli-

gious
schools as one of the potent causes

the
culture and Immigration,
18,000 extra men for his own prov- .
ince, and estimates that 2,000 more
will be required for the ferritories to
harvest th‘e\cropa. :

Rollin Lynde Hartt has been Writ-
ing in the ‘‘Atlantic Monthly”’ and
Boston ‘“Evening Transcript’’ on the
decadence of religion and morality in
our New England towns. Among
other things he says:—

A distinguished scientist and au-
thor once told me his explanation of
the social stagnation that prevails in
decadent villages. ‘They are priest-
ridden,” said he, ‘‘the clergy have
forbidden card playing, dancing and
amateur theatricals till the only pos-
sible things that can bring people
together socially has been wiped out
of existence.’

““You will soon enough perceive
the close relationship between the
pleasurelessness of the country and

the wickedness of the country. Vice,

malice, and the incentive to crime

| find easy entrance into lives that are

deprived of normal recreation,
sometimes declared—and pray
a

I have
par-
weekly

It
devilish meannesscs

pas-
But in default of a bull fight,

slights,
ind the inner ravening of evil

wouldn’t cards and dancing serve as

a very wholesome substitute for the
serve as recreations.’”
To crown and confirm all this evi-
religion in
famous

lence on the decline of

England we have the

tollins of New Hampshire,

have learned since coming here it is | «The decline of the Christian reli-
n_]S" true of the churches in this gion,”” said this proclamation, ‘‘par-
city.” ticularly in our rural communities is
.Thf‘ “Wutrhmun,"' LGoston, a Bap- a marked feature of the times, aund
tist paper, says:— steps should be taken to remedy it.

‘“Any one who takes the pains to There are towns where no church

bell sends forth its solemn call from

AU S

ages where the children grow to

manhood unchristened; there are com-

munities where the dead are lail «-

with the circumstance that the way without the benizon of the
church attendance of children and name of Christ, and where marrages
young people appears to be steadily | are solemnized by justices of -tle
declining. Pastors. universally peace.”’
deplore it; and se y

T those who This proclamation, of course, cali-

: ed forth criticism and discussion.
this tendency frankly admit that - ¢ ; 3
, 5 The ministers of New Hampshire in
they don’'t know what to do.” T A Y 3
P 3 the Universalist Church, Epistopal
As the ‘““Independent’” refers to the 5 e
: Church, Methodist Church and ovher
Congregational churches of the R 3
g churches individually and colleetively
north, let us quote for it from the %
Boston ‘“Tran e \ ¢ declared that the Governor in  his
osto ‘anserip a briefl accou R
: D roclamation did not overstate the

acts.

by the Congregational ministers and The “‘Zion's Herald' of ‘Ih)slun.
: i commenting on the Governor's pro-
prominent members of that church of k .
Boston and vicinity Rev. R \ | ctamation, said:i—
Beard, D.D., was the first speaker, “He tells the truth about the reli-
and among other things he said:— gious condition of the rural towns
“No Congregationalist can study and summons the churches of all de-
the last ‘Year-Book’ without a heayy | "Ominations to a genuine effort to
heart. There is not a cheerful I.;‘L.b,, iniprove the conditions. There is, no
in it In it we learn that through [F¢4son, however, for seclecting New
the efforts of 630,000 members of | Hampshire as a signal illustration of
Congregational churches with a cash religious - decadence; it is equally and
outlay of £7,000,000, for ‘home ex- |painfully true of the other New Eng-
pen ' there were received during land states. The- writer has served
twelve months a net addition of 1,- |as pastor in three of them, has cri-
640 ta the Congregational churches | tically = studied the situation for
of the United States twenty years, and writes therefore
“In other words, 384 persons in a from personal and practical 'kfm\v—
period of twelve months, and at a ledge of the facts and conditions.
cost of $4,300, were able to secure The rural sections of New .F,r‘uzh\ml
one addition to our body of church | #"¢ fast becoming missionary
members. In Massachusetts, not- | &round.”
withstanding the efforts of 113,000 We fear our readers may ogject to
Congregational church members dur- | our giving so much space ‘(f{ proving
ing a period of twelve months, and |a condition of things that no one
a cash outlay for ‘home expenses’ of [thinks. of denying, but, they will
$1,650,000, our church membership | pardon us, we are sure, when they

that the ‘‘Independent '’
as seriously attempted to prove a-

ainst Bishop McFaul by its statis-

tics that the membership of Protest-

nt churches, north and south, and

11 over the country, is steadily in-
Every Protestant outside
f the office of the "ln(‘lop«-ndont

will agree with us in saying that it
is steadily declining. Bishop McFaul

nintentionally, we are sure, appears

to give the impression that our pub-

¢ school system is the great cause
f this decadence, and it is for as-
“‘Inde-
endent’’ takes him so severely to
As we ourselves believe that
decadence of
rotestant churches is inherent in
very nature of these churches,

In one of the New England Sab- 2 ey
bath Protective League’s annual re- | what influence our 'publlc schools
ports we read:— may have on the decline of Protest-

i “Independent,”” how-

“From 50 to 90 per cent. of the antism. The ndep o

for

ishop McFaul's remark, and, in ad-
remember

instruction in the public

irreligion and immorality among

our people.—Sacred Heart Review.

HARVEST IN THE WEST.
Mr. Hugh McKellar, chief clerk of

Manitoba Department of Agri-
asks for




