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right techmical word read

pe needed ome, I asked hin b | !
scientific mamwes of thing o

words ? “1 get these nain : \ 5 B
paper. " was the reply.

“ The college takes ‘ The lTavior s vdiorn
then 2’ »

' Not omly the college © Tlore Lian threv
fourths of the students heie subserih ‘o ! The
Farmer's Advocate,” and ‘ discuss it ©oeven
dav evemimg at the meeting of tie
club.””

1 rather felt Uhat the littic rench-Canadian
student was politely giving me biarney, but 1
forgot the imcident.

Satie

deiating

The anmuwal foregathering of fruit-growers,
vegetable-growers, florists and apiarists occurred
in Toromto last week in connection with the On-
tario Heorticultural Exhibition, held this year in
the St. Lawrence Arena.

The Horticultural Exhibition opened auspicious-
ly omn the evening of Thanksgiving Day, with a
large attemdance, while four conventions, repre-
senting the various horticultural interests con-
cerned im the show, were held at various points in
the city. All these events have been covered by
the regular editorial stafi of * The ¥armer's Ad-
vocate,” and a comcentrated extract of the infor-
mation elicited, as well as a concise review of the
prote@dilg& will appear in this and subsequent
issues.

HORTICULTURAL CONVENTION.

The third annual convention of the Ontario
Horticultural Association, held in the City Hall,
Toronto, last week, gave a great impetus to the
civic-improvement movement, whereby Ontario’s
homes im cities and towns, and rural parts of the
Province, will be made more beautiful, and the
Province more attractive for all classes. In
order to make the desirable improvements pos-
sible, legislation has been suggested to control
the bill-board nuisance and the erection-.of adver-
tising monmstrosities ; to require that no dogs
shall run at large in town or city, and that tele-
graph and telephone poles be placed underground.
Another feature of the convention was the faith
expressed im the ability of the press to help in the
good work of home beautification, by making the
facts amd methods of procedure public.

The President of the Provincial Association, in
orenine the convention, dwelt on the important
educational bemefit to the common people, and
pointed out that national happiness depended on
several small satisfactions The efforts of the
local horticultural societies comprising the greater
association would lead to friendly rivalry locally.
and to co-opcration on the -whole The chief aim
was the develonment of homemaking and the
production of homes that would put an end to
boys amd girls imagining they could find more
congenial surroundings elsewhere.

The rerort of the secretary, 3
showed that the societies were making substantial
Returns from over 40 societics indicated

Lockie Wilson,

gains.
that omly 9 had decreases, and these were only
shight . The most noticeable gains were Ottawa

from 333 to 1,010, and St. Catharines, from 426
to 701 Other societies increased the membership
over 3 per oent.. and a few 100 per cent

The treasurer, H. B. Cowan, reported a balance
on hand of $152.30, as against $26 10 a vear ago.
This did mot imclude the expenses of speakers to
the comvention To an oversight In the Depart-
ment of Agricalture, in preparing the estimates,
was attributed mon-receipt of the customary grant
of $100.

The officers clected for the ensuing year are .
President. Ma or H. J. Snelgrove, of (‘obourg .
1st Vice-President, R. B. Whyte, ol Ottawa ; 2nd
Vice-Presidemt, Roderick Cameron, of 'Toronto ;
Secretarv. J. I ockie Wilson, Department of Agri-
culture. Toronto : Treasurer, 11. . Cowan, of
Peterboro. HHonorary Directors—W. B. DBurgoyne,
of St. Catharines I'rofessor Hutt, of O. A. C,,
Guelph: and Proi..Macoun. of Central Experimental
Farm, Ottawa. Directors for Districts—Rev. A.

— H. Soott, of Perth w. Jeflers Diamond, of
Belleville ; Miss M. E. Blacklock, of Toronto; A.
Alexander, of Hamilton | Jas. Mitchell, of Goder-
ich : Geo. W. Tebbs, of Hespeler 5 J. 5 Pearce,
of [London

Figures showing the membership and L‘\})(‘nql"
ture of societies, given by W. B. Burgoyne, of St.
Catharines, told the merits of the ;nnt'n(hnl*mg to
the act im reference to Hm‘ticnllm‘ui “‘\(H'H‘tlt‘-SA
Forty-three societies had an increased membership
of ?Ijl‘l?.!w or an advance of forty-five per cent. IAL
was gngg“su.d that the I)u]wU‘HH"Ht of _\gl'wultulv

give further assistance to horticultural ‘\\m'l\ by
increasing the annual grant lrom $2,000 to
$12,000. ,

I, Watson of Ottawa

A paper prepared by ]

§ { . v S

Y VMER’S ADVOCATE.

(., when the mail came 1n to

‘ ! el 1osaw  the dignined  and

finaster—he is the originator ot

i : rinseng  gardens—I1  saw the

R T fioster every visitor likes to talk

Ll LU 1 Lunch of *¢ Farmer's Advocates ’’

Lidl for a moment I labored under the illusion of

heiny in tl post oflice of an Ontario rural dis-

(rict, thichly populated with English-speaking

firors: and when 1 saw what amount of ““ Advo-

cates © went  into  the college Dbox, T under-

stood iy little French poultry friend had only

spoken the truth
TRAVELLING FARMER.

and read by S. Short, gave the results of increased
enthusiasm in the Capital City, ailter the revised
Act gave an opportunity to augment the funds by
Business
men could be induced to loin, but they expected
and not as

were a fad. A live
All The effects of light, heat, soil, moisture and food

working hard for larger membership.
to be treated in a business
though' horticultural work
and businesslike executive was a necessity.

way,

progressive citizens had the interest of the city or
town at heart, and would join if they knew the
For this reason the newspapers must

situation.
be won, and their support insured. Every up-to
date paper or journal aided such lamdable work
and gave space freely. With such a system o
directing efforts, Ottawa's membership
from 385 to 1,010 last vear.

In the disaussion following. .J. P. Jaffray, o

Jalt, dwelt on the importance of doing work that

jumped

THE FARM BULLETIN

The frequency with wh ch bank robberies have

occurred in Ontario and Qiuehec of late gave rise
to a discussion at the anuuad meeting of the (Cana-

Association in Toronto last week.

dian Bankers’
The city police do good work, hut constables in
rural sect.ons are not sufficiently experienced to

follow up cases of safe-blowing. I'his is another

fact pointing to, the advantage of Provincial forces
of rural police.

i Fruit, Flowers, Vegetables, and Honey.

PLANT - BREEDING.

« Geientific Plant-breeding,”” by H. H. Grofl, of
Simcoe, proved to be an interesting topic. Obser-
vation was said to be one of the essentials to ¢
success, while a well-directed imagination had
much to do with obtaining the end sought. In
any event, it meant hard and persevering effort.

supply, as well as the individual characteristics of
the plant, had to be considered. Mr. Groff char-
acterized this as the age of hybrids, where man is
- develoning new and valuable varieties by the use
. of well.known plants from wild and cultivated
f areas. The instability of form recognized in all
life was made use of by the breeder to produce
something better than had been grown. Characters
f were transferred, but chances of obtaining dupli-
cates were slight. When the desirable type was
secured, it could be
reproduced by cut-

Sunflowers Grown for the Poultry.
and Poultry Students at La

(viant Russian Sunflower in the Poultry Plant,
Trappe, Que.

would enlist
in the interests of horticulture. In his tow
great good had resulted from this distribution
seeds and the planting of school gardens. A

value of town councils in beautifying towns

cities was small,
nent parks board.

by Toronto papers.

the children of the district as helpers
N,  WINDOW BOXES, BASKETS AND RUSTIC

compared with that of a perma-

Secretary Wilson dealt severe-
ly with the scanty space and little attention paid
to the great horticultural show and conventions
Comparatively unimportant

tings, or grafts. To
show the change of

demand, Mr. Groff
stated that, while
customers used to

request, ‘‘ S“end mnoO
reds.”” the higher
shades of that color
were now sought
after, and he had
refused $10 for a
sinele corymb of &
popular red gladiol-
us.

As a new depar-
pure, Mr. Grofl had
devoted some time
to corn - breeding,
with the object of
getting an ear aver-
aging 5 Lo 7 inches
in length, 8o that
canners can put up
corn on the cob for
table use at any
season. Already he
had satisfactory re-
sults, and hoped %o
supply the meces-
sary. In all his
work his object had
been to supply the
largest possible
quantity of high
quality at the low-
est possible cost.

A chart for the
ordinary town Or
city lot, or a resi-
dence on any prop-
erty wherc a similar
area is given to
house and surround-
ings, was presen
by Roderick Camer-
on, Assistant Park
Commissioner, of
Toronto. Desirable
arrangements of
house, walks, drives,
trees, flowers, etc.,
were given, with the

precautionary advice to avoid straight lines.

i STANDS.
ne

or The usefulness of window boxes, baskets and

rustic stands in brightening up the homes in city,
town or country, was dealt with by Wm. Hunt, of
the Ontario Agricultural College. Boxes could
be made at slight expense out of ordinary inch
lumber. Dark olive-green paint should be ap-
plied on outside and two inches down the inside.

events could be spread over half a page, where
these great mectings had to be passed by with a Such box, if well cared for, would last nine or ten
few inches, or at most a column. Representatives years. Imported cork bark made an attractive

from Goderich,

There was not a
would not assist the society

e

Guelph. St. Catharines, and other
points, assured the delegates that every newspaper
in their communities was anxious to secure copy
dealing with the work of horticultural societics.
local paper in the Province that

covering for the box, but native barks could be
used to advantage.

In order to give good appearance for the en-
tire season, it was nccessary to have strong plants
in rich soil. Rich loam or rotted sod, with a
literal admixture of well-rotted manure and bcne




