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Extending the lnfluence of the City Milk Demand

“ARM AND DAIRY

January 3, 1818,

e would be a bold man who would en-

A Visit with Mr. Fred Dean, Manager of the City Milk Shipping Plant at Woodstock

of years is the direct cause of & great trans-

formation in the dairy industry, Whereas a
few nearby farmers once adequately supplied all the
requirements of the town and city “or milk, this trade
has developed until our cities are now taking prac-
tically all of the milk and cream prodnced within
many miles of their borders. The courmonest sight
at any rural station within easy reach of a big city is
& stack of badly battered, but stil! useful milk cans.
Lately, in the case of cur larger cities, the milk sup-
ply from the nearby townships has become insuffici-
ent to meet the ever growing need, and city dairy
companies have been going still further afield and
establishing milk shipping stations. At these sta-
tions milkk is collected from neighboring farms,
cooled and shipped in ice cars te the parent concern
in the city. The most important of these stations in
Ontario was established al Woodstock some years
ago by the Toronlo City Dairy Company. A better
situation for such a plant could not have been select
ed, and a brief visit with Mr. Fred Dean, the man
ager, early last September, gave one of the editors
of Farm and Dairy a pretty accurate idea of the
magnitude of the business conducted at the Wood-
stock plant,

“We will receive over 12,000
year,” remarked Mr. Dean. sar we paid out
to our patrons $198,000, In elght months of
this year we have pald out 1 ey than we did
in a’l of last year. Most of milk Is shipped to
.Toronto as milk. Part of it, about 3,000,000 Ibs., we
will condense in our plant here. We also purchased
cream from farmers and purchases this year will
total 250,000 1bs. fat. The condensed milk, I may add
is used by the City Dairy Company for the ice cream
purposes in place of the usual starch fillers,”

“And what has happened to the Woodstoek district
cheese factories since you came in the fleld? we
asked.

TRE growtli of Canadian cities ‘n the last score

' 1bs. of milk this

Dairying on the Increase.

“Oh, there is still lots of competition,” Mr. Dean
assured us. “Since we came in two cheese factories
have burned down, but they were small ones. Within
a radius of seven miles there are six cheese factories,
Neilson's powder factory, and our own plant, and all
are doing better than ever before. The ! ion

office to inspect the plant. We founa‘every conveni-
ente for handling milk in great quantities with a
minimum of labor. The morning's milk was just
coming in, and as it poured from the farmer’s cans
it passed Immediately to the cooling vats where it
was reduced almost to the {reezing point by mechani-
cal refrigeration. An important part of the plant is
the condensing equipment, with which it 1s possible
for the company to handle all milk received without
loss. The cars on which the various products of the
plant are loaded are switched right up to the doors
and both icing and loading are accomplished with &
minimum of labs ;. “We are also planning to instal
a powder plant,” remarked Mr. Dean. “This may
not go in till next spring. The milk powder will be
used for ice cream purposes.”

Few Pat ons Under $100 a Month,
On our return to the office we looked through the

and

first elght months of 1917 over »ll the previous year
is abundant eviderce that the patrons of the Toronto
City Dairy Co. are not slow to appreciate the fact.

Roughage is an important item in the calf’s ration.
At two to three weeks of age a calf should have all
the good clean hay it will eat. With skim milk and
alfalfa hay, little grain will be needed.

A Comfortable Dairy Barn
With Special Reference to the Basement

OMFORT, and in
C tion characterize the new barn that shelters
the Ayrshire herd of Mr. Rennick, Vankleek
Hill, Ont. Finished as it is in & battleship gray with
white trimmings, In conformity with the other farm
and-flanked with two stave silos, the new

milk books for the pi month. A we

barn lends an air of dis-
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is more cows. Farmers who were grain growers a

few years ago are now in cows, and the increased

milk flow has met the increased demand and kept
us all supplied.”

“The price of milk has been increasing then?" we
suggested when Mr. Dean told of the increased dairy
output of the district. Mr. Dean referred to his
books. “In 1912 we paid $1.28 a cwt. for milk,” he
told us. “In 1913 we paid $1.42; 1914, $1.41; 1915,
$1.46, and 1916, $1.60. This year, although the year's
rates are not completed, we will pay about $2.30 a
ewt. The cos. of delivery to the plant here, which
the patron psys, runs from seven and three-quarter
cents to 124 cents per hundred pounds of milk, and
40 cents a cwt. for cream.

“Do your patrons have to observe the regulations
imposed on dairy farmers who deal directly with the
clty?” was our next query.

“The conditions under which the milk is pmduced
must be the same in both cases,” replied Dean.
“We take samples. of each patron’s milk lhm or
four times a week, and test twice a month for fat.
The result of this test is sent to the farmer along
with the disks from the sediment test. We do not
take milk that tests under 3.25 per cent. fat. We
have never had to reject a patron’s milk because it
fell under this standard, although some of it runs
pretty close to the mark. When a patron begins to
get in danger, he usually buys a Jersey or two to
bring up his test, which speaks volumes for the pro-

ductiveness of the Jersey.”
All Farms Inspected.

“And how about sanitary requirements?”

“The Toronto Board of Health maintain an official
at Woodstock who leoks after all milk shipped from
Oxford county to Toronto. He visits farms and in-
spects dairies, cattle, stables, utensils. He can forbid
any farmer to ship milk if he likes. In case he is
suspicious of tuberculosis he tests the cows and the
farmer has to get rid of them if they rewct or stop
shipping milic”

“The advantage of a plant such as this,” explained
Mr. Dean, “is that milk is in our hands soon after it
leaves the farm, and we have a chance to cool it
properly and then ship it in iced cers. We use 1,000
tons of iee yearly in icing cars alone, and the quality
of milk received in Toronto under this plan has been
80 satisfactory that another shipping plant is being
established at Listowel.”

At Mr, Dean's request wo then passed out from the

went over the records of 160 patrons, and of that
number only 39 patrons had received chegues of less
than $100 in the month. The highest cheque ever
issued to one individual dairyman in one month was
$1,062.72 last June to a patron milking 50 or 60 cows
These figures emphasize the important part that the
cow plays in keeping up the farm incomes of the
Woodstock district. “I don't think
in commenting on these figures,
farmers are specialized dairyme

. Mixed farming
is the rule here with dairying as its principal fea-
ture.”

“How Is the price to the patron arranged?”

“The producers have their own association,” ex-

plained Mr. Dean. “The association submit prices
to us and then the price is decided at a joint meet-
ing between ourselves and the Milk Producers’ Asso-
ciation. I might explain that we do not Insist on
contracts as to the amount of milk to be delivered.
We take all of the milk the patron brings along.
During the hot weather we insist that the pation
deliver milk every day of the week. If he holds his
milk over Sunday he must skim it. During most of
the year we take in milk Saturday night, rather than
on Sunday.”

An All the Year Supply.

“And how does the supply of milk hold out in the
winter months?" was our final query.

“We get a falrly stable supply of milk the year
round,” the manager assured us. “June, of course,
runs up bigger than other months, but farmers are
now milking more cows in winter. In the winter,
too, we have about 256 more patrons who, during the
cheese factory season, send their milk there.”

In the afternoon we took a run out with Mr. Dean
in his new car to visit a few of what, Mr, Dean
frankly confessed, were his best patrons. They must
have been, In almost every case the stables were
electric lighted, milking machines were installed and
the dairy herds were composed of mu grade Hol-

eln eown lnmunl[m’ patrons were

power oumt All were -ll'h‘
mﬂklﬂrthocﬂyd Toronto, -lunxu
chief business.

. .nl-'.s

m.m

1

B on an Alberta Settiers’ Farm on the Grand Trunk Pacific.
Mr. WM. Willlame, owner of the bulidings illustrated, was a city man and native of
Pennsylvanla, previous to moving on to a homestead in Alberta.
. with a combination of live stock and grain growing

s % Lane Stock Farm, Even
a stranger driving out
from “the Hill" looking
for*Mr. Rennick’s place,

knows that  “he's
there” when he comes
:‘uhm sight of the

rn.

The new barn is of
plank frame construc-
tion 38 x 66 feet with
a wing 30 x 40 feet
The basement of the'
barn proper accommo-
dates the milking herd
of Ayrshires, and that
of the wing is furnished
with box stalls for
calves.

The first thing about
the barn that strikes
the observer I8 the’

* construction of
basement walls. These
are made of cedar
bloeks, set in mortar.

Cedar blocks make one

of the best walls obtain-

able for dairy barms.

The wood uels as an

insulator, and results in-

a warm, dry stable, Moisture will not form on the

wooden walls as it does on stone or concrete, and

Mr, Rennick informs us that the h-rn was nvn cold

last winter, although some of the windows

open all the time, and this in uuluon to the vo-

tilating system. The wall looks good, for the
ends of the blocks as they lle l.n the mr give the

of round
cedar wall is a cheap one for -nynno who can get the
cedar blocks. Fortunately, Mr. Rennick has all the
cedar he wants in his own bush. In less than a day
all the blocks needed for the basement were cut with
the circular saw.

The stable equipment s thoroughly up-to-date and
includes water constantly before the cows.
water is supplied from a large neverfailing spring,
some distance from the barn, through the agency of
an hydraulic ram.  With a five foot, two
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rack that prevents the cows knocking feed out
the manger. This also acts to prevent the
stepping up too far in their l'hll.l. All
therefore falls in the gutter, and keeping
clean is a comparatively easy matte
machine has not yet been installed,
in in the spring.

Mr. Rennick is building up a ni
shires. His herd sire, Dunlop Cl
ported), Is a son of Hobsland Perfect
Dunlop Charlotte. Some R. 0. P. work
doie in Mr. Rennick’s herd, two
Flockie 2nd udh‘intu.ullllﬂid R O. P.
in ‘b:“ They are now ":nnrhl
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