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Trade increases the wealth and glory of a country; but its real strength and stamina are to be looked for among the cultivators of the land.—Lord Chatham

VOL. XXXV

The Problems of A

The Wrong In Existing Methods.

HIS, then, brings me to my third puint
What 15 wrong with the methods we nave
been following in the past to improve agri-

cultural conditions? That somathing Is wrong s
manifest,

The answer Is that our effo.ts have not struck
at the root of the dificulty.~ At the very time
we vote miidons of dollars to aid agriculture we
are apt Lo pass laws that enable other classes in
the community to heap on the farmer vasily
greater burdens than we remove. What we give
with one hand we take away with the other
There are_ two ways in particular in which this
is done,

In the first place our tariir laws are absoluteiy
unjust to the farmer. They take from the farmer,
through the combines and trusts which they fos-
ter, and hand over to the manufacturing indus-
tries probably $20.00 to every $1.00 we give the
farmer in }bo form of legislative grants. Only
recently a wellinformed writer In the Farmer's
Advocate estimated that the tax which the pro-
tected interests are able to collect from the pub-
lic amounts to $270,000,000,00 annually, This,
wit o customs duties added, he estimated to
equsl o tax of $850.00 a year bn every rural
family in Canada, His estimates have not been
seriously questioned. I this is even only approxi-
mately correct need we wonder that farming is
not prospering as”it shoul), or that scores of
thousands of our farmers are leaving their farms
in despair?

A second mistake we have made has been that
we have not uaderstood the effect of Increasing
land values in our rural communities as well as
in our urban centres. Every time we succeed in
doing to 1 the y of
the farmer land values in country and cities, but
particularly the cities, leap up by miMions of do™
lare, and thus, through increased remts and the
greater cost of dolng business deprive the farmer
of the very bemefit it was intended he should gain.
These increasing land valies, which we have
Seen accustomed to hail as a sign of increased
rural and national prosperity have, in fact, been
& principal cause of rural decay. At this point,
¥ we desire (o see things as they are, we must
fturn our customary method of looking at things
sompletely inside out.

Increasing land values, if not offset by a cor-
reoponding tax on Jand values, in the long

way

% better off. On the other hand, increased land
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ues make it difficult for the agricultural {mmi-
rant to buy iand. He thus moves on and settles
i our cities, thereby increasing the problem of

the unemployed. In the same way they make it
difficult for our farmers’ sons to acquire land,
and, therefore, many of them also drift off into
other occupations. In the days of our early
settlers good farms could be secured in Ontario
for little or nothing. Today a good farm cannot
be obtained for less than $10,000 to $20,000.
Right here is where we have made one of our
greatest mistakes. Every time we strive to bene-
fit agriculture by organizing co-operative socie
ties, or by bullding better roads, introducing farm
telephones, free rural mail deMveries, hydro-elec-
tric power and radial rallways we increase land
values, and just as fast as we Inerease land
values we encourage farmers to sell out and

Dairy Education

AIRY education ls not a geal, it Is not
Dm- ond sought; it Is a tool to be used
In attalning the desired end, and just
a8 some can not drive a nail without mar-
ring the wood of even saw a beard straight,
%0 some may never profit by sducation,
Education Is training the eye to see, to
read, and the mind to think and draw right
conclusions from conflicting data and evi.
dence. But education Is not only tralhing;
It Is profiting by the' experience of others;
It Is avelding the experimental period, the
cutting and trying and proving a truth that
has already been proved and demonstrated
many times over, It accepts that which Is
proved.

griculture as Seen by the Farmers'

retire and speculators to invest. We alo in-
Grease the percentage of our tenant farmers and
make it more difficult for immigrants and farm-
cre’ sons to buy and own their own farms. Thy
wha! we expect to prove benefits’ often prove
bandicaps In dibguise. This s because the
speculative value tends to outrun the real value.
In that much lauded country of Denmark farm
land valies have reached such a height that the
I:.bnr income of the average farmer is lower than
it is in Canada, where we still have free lands
in remote districts, which tend to keep down
land values. Increased prosperity in the coun-
try, as already intimated, tends to increase city
land values, and thus an additionsl heavy burden
is placed on the farmer.in many devious ways.
Bear in mind that I am heartily in favor of the
introduction of every one of the methode of
helping agriculture that I have here enumerated
and of many more. What we must do s to see
that they are introduced on a different basis than
they have been hitherfo 80 as to avold the effects
1 have ment'oned.

A Change in Policy Needed.

If, then, these are the facts, what are we going
to do about them? In the first place our potitical
parties should recognize them as facts and act
accordingl . As yet they have not done so. Both
political purties are stift shouting for more éx-
perimental farms, cheaper money for farmers,
and other-similar innovations, the ultimate effeot
of which, under existing conditions, will be to
aggravate, not bemefit the situation. The poM-
tical party which first recognizes these conditions
and acts accordingly wil confer untold benefit
upon our country.

The Remedies,

‘What, then, is the remedy for these conditions?
The farmers themselves believe that they have
found it. Through their now increasingly power-
ful organizations tkoy are making their platform
known.

In the first place they say we must make farm-
ing more profitable, not by handing out money
grants and appointing more government officials,
but by removing the burdens under which agri-
cuMure is now laboring. .

A long step In this direction will be taken when
we olheurllhrﬂuaﬂmomm
at Jeast which the farmer buys. In this way $150

@ year could be added to the labop re-

tumns of every farmer’s- family in Canada. A
farmers themselves are In favor of ultimate free

trade between Canada and the Motherland. X

A second step which the

s




