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HOW THE WORLD IS FED
Continued from May issue

SN N fl 11‘TIC c h v m i s t r y iA| 
delving deeper into the ? 
mysteries of nature’s labora

tories in the roots and stalks of the 
plant world, and is gradually com
ing to the point where it can take 
the raw materials that the plant 
itself takes from the soil, and make 
foods in factories perhaps as well 
as nature makes them on the farm. 

Continental Characteristics 
In any study of how the world 

is fed, one discovers very soon that 
the various continents are char
acterized by widely varied forms of 
diet. Australia, smallest of con
tinents, is the largest meat eater 
of them all. Asia, the largest con
tinent, is the smallest meat eater 
among them. Africa and South 
America lean toward vegetarian 
ism, wtitle North 
America and Kur- 
ope are large con
sumers of m e a t 
and other animal 
pr< 'ducts.

Although A > i a 
has fifty-three out 
of every hundred 
of the world's in
habitants living 
within its boun
daries. it has, out
side of India, 
comparative!; few 
cattle, only a neg
ligible number of 
hogs, and not a 
great many sheep.
F i s h, rice, and 
vegetables f o r m 
the principal ar
ticles in the Asia
tic market basket.

meal of the labor
ing class of China 
consists mainly 
of rice, a little cab
bage boiled in a lot of water, and 
a small piece of turnip, pickled in 
brine, as a relish. Front our 
standpoint, the Asiatic is a greatly 
underfed being, and yet wherever 
men are employed every tribute is 
paid to the physical endurance of 
the Chinese coolie.

The food of the 180,000.000 
people who live in Africa is almost 
as simple ns that of the Asiatics. 
It is largely vegetable, although 
roasted elephant foot is still one of 
the favorite dishes of the jungle 
dinner. South Africa eats largely 
as Europe eats, while the make-up 
of the North African market bas
ket is almost identical with that of 
southwestern Asia.

It is probable that less than one- 
third of the earth’s population gets 
what an American would call three 
square meals a day.

The world at large uses in the 
iicighlH.rh.H'd of 47,000,000,000 
pounds of meat a year. This 
would be an average of about .'ll) 
pounds per capita throughout the 
world. The people of the Vnited 
States a few years ago were eating 
172 pounds per capita, which is 
more than four times as much as 
the average for the race.

Next to the Australians, th 
American people are the largest of 
all meat eaters. In butchers’ meat, 
the latest statistics showed the 
American to lie eating 17- pounds, 
the Englishman 111) pounds, the 
German 1 Id pounds, the French
man and the Belgian *<> pounds, 
the Austro-Hungarian 04 pounds, 
the Russian 50 pounds, and the 
Spaniard 49 pounds. The average

much beef as the < ierman but less 
than half as much pork.

Meat Supply of Central Europe
It is interesting to study the per 

capita production of meats in the 
countries of the Central Powers at 
the present time. The statistics 
of the F ni ted States Department 
of Agriculture reveal the fact that 
Germany. Austria Hungary. Ilui 
garia and Turkey had a total of 
approximately fit),000,000 cattle 
before the war liegan.

The Department of Agriculture 
says that about one-fifth of the 
total numlier of cattle in Germany 
are slaughtered annully. Assuming 
that the net weight of those of 
Germany and Austria Hungary 
corresponds with the net weight of 
our own cattle, and that the net
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American eats h<G pounds of beef, 
7i pounds of veal. 78 pounds of 
pork and lard, and (H pounds of 
mutton and lamb a year.

Where wo eat 80 pounds of liecf, 
the Englishman eats f»0 pounds, 
the Frenchman .‘17 pounds, and the 
German 30 pounds. Where we 
cat 78 pounds id" pork, including 
lard, the Englishman eats 33 
pounds, the German <17 pounds, 
and the Frenchman 20 pounds.

We eat 7] pounds of veal where 
the Englishman eats 4 pounds, the 
German 7 j pounds, and the 
Frenchman 8 pounds ; and we cat 
<U pounds of mutton and lamb 
where the Englishman eats 2<i 
pounds, the German 2J pounds, 
and the Frenchman 0 pounds.

From these figures it will be seen 
that the Frenchman cats less than 
half the beef we do. lie eats as

weight of those of Bulgaria and 
Turkey is only 300 pounds where 
ours is 513, it would appear that 
there is a 34 pound per capita pro
duction of beef in the Central 
Bowers.

Since the foregoing was writ
ten. war conditions of course 
have entirely c h a n g e <1 the 
content values of the central 
powers but at or about the date 
at which war broke out there 
were 37,000.000 hogs in the coun
tries of the Teutonic Alliance. 
The Department of Agriculture’s 
statistics show that the annual 
slaughter in Germany is 110.4 per 
cent of the total number of hogs 
on hand at a given time ; therefore 
it would appear that there is a 
per capita production of pork 
amounting to 45 pounds in the 
Central Powers. Based on the

< ierman ratio of the sheep k 
to those found on the farms o: 
country at a given time, the 
tmal slaughter of sheep in In- 
region controlled .by the t vi 
Powers is 31,000,000.

Assuming that the av< 
dressed weight per sheep F 
30 pounds, as compared wit1 -V 
pounds in the United States, t 
would be a production of 941. 1 
000 pounds of mutton, or <• 
pounds per capita. This gn - . 
total production of meat, omit * nv 
horse and goat meat, of >57 
pounds per capita among tin 
Central Powers. The Depart
ment of Agriculture gives tin 
average German consumption a* 
113 pounds, and the averagt 
Austria-Hungarian consuni]1 ■ 

as 64 pound> I; 
is probable that 
Bulgaria!. n 
Turkish consump
tion approximate- 
that of the l\u-- 
sian, which - 5' 
lbs.

The Rise of 
Refrigeration

1 low one st- p in 
the progrès - 
catering!' tin- 
world’s food de
mands make' an
other possible b 
nowhere better 
shown than in tIn
case of tli** pack
ing industry 
When that humble 
citizen of Florida. 
John Gorrie, in
vented the icc- 
making machine, 
he not only en
abled the whole 
world to k i i « w 

the delights of a plentiful 
supply of cold water, but he also 
made it possible to exchan,l iv 
perishable products, so tli.r the 
tropics might give to the tci cr
ate zone their fruits, and the m- 
perate zone might send V the 
tropics their excellent cot fed 
meats and other cold-st- age

Once there were entire na mis 
where only the favored few ver 
knew the refreshing expend of 
a cold drink, and it always ap- 
pened that these nations ere 
situated in those regions w l e a 
cold drink means most to hi: an- 
ity. The ice factory, which has 
meant so much to us in its ela
tion to our own food supply has 
brought the delights of ice-< :am 
and soda water to those him eds
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