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the cellar bottom ?

Mr. Fixter—I generally carry on
ny experiments on the second shelf,
The first is' eighteen inches and the
scond twenty above that ; that would
be thirty-eight inches from the floor.
I thank you very much for your
hearing and if there are any questions
o be asked I will be pleased to
piswer them,

The President—I am sure as an
Association we are very thankful to
Mr. Fixter for the experiments which
he has presented to us this morning.
know it would bring out a long
iscussion if we should dwell on
very point, but time will not permit
pi that at this hour of the meeting,
nd so I hope that the members will
e as brief as possible, so we can
roceed with the next item of our
rogramme.
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In " \r. Darling—Before the matter is
(T cussed T would like to suggest that
“"Bbere is one other experiment that
7 e ight have been tried if Mr. Fixter
ad had the time ; that is, to either
Ted Samae the top board on or leave a
fopolized sheet under the cushion
“T¢C ' raise it up at the bottom and
Jte whether there would be any
ered MG eyyce. By taking the cushion
S and putting the board on you
cered W, the moisture to get away.
S \r. Fixter :—1I have tried that but
ered iy keep track of the amcunt
Asumed.
tered iy, Darling—What about the con-
ion of the colony ?
tered

Mr. Fixter—It comes out very
ol. What I tried it for was to see
tered S ey heat there was between
, t cushion and the hive,
P mlr. Darling—I fail to find any
ter J1 icular difference in the honey.
Mr. Smith—1I think you said in the

kcxperimcnt that it was single
ed

r. Fixter—VYes,
ir. Smith-— And that the consump-

cellar

'.pe\'i
lese |
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tion of stores was very much
greater than in the other experiments.
Have you ever tried them packed in
four so that they have the benefit of
heat from one another,

Mr. Fixter—No.

Mr. Smith--We have never con-
ducted any experiments, but I think
you would not lose so much with four.

Mr Fixter—Inchangeable weather
I think it is harder on the bees. They
must consume more honey in order
to keep up the heat. I have come to
the conclusion that it does not pay
any person to winter outside wheie
the temperature will go down to ten
below zero. So far as packing is
concerned, one can carry ten hives
into the cellar in the time it would
take him to pack ome. The great
fault had been that we have been
leaving our bees in the cellar too long
in the spring. Get them out. We
are trying them every year a little
earlier—about a week earlier. Last
year I set out those in the out apiary,
those in the closed apiary and those
in the house apiary, and in the out
apiary we had from a foot to a foot
and a half of snow to clear away
before we could set the hives down
on the ground. I covered them over
to protect them to a certain extent ;
I find that as scon as we take
them out they start breeding and by
the tir.c the honey flow comes on
they are in excellent condition.

Mr. Smith—Of course that js all
very nice where you have the bees at
home, but when you have out apiaries
cellars are not always convenient.
We have to use the next best thing.
You will find if they are packed in
fours that at any time during the
winter you put your hand down in
the centre of those four there is quite
a warmth and the bees cluster to that
side and they do not consume nearly
so much stores.

Mr. Fixter—Taking all things into

-




