
that the war lasta another year our public debt, after complete
demohilization and after ail expenditures are liquidated, will
probably be between $1,500,000,000 and two billions. On this
basis we wîll annually, afler the war, have to provide a total suin
of from 270 to 300 million dollars to carry on the Administration
of the country, pay interest, pensions, etc.

That means about $40 per head in annuai taxes for every mari
and womnan or $200 per farnily per annum, over and above Pro-
vincial and Municipal taxes.

To devise sehemes of taxation whichi iili raise the ciiormous
amounts required anivally, and do it in au eqîiitable inannxer, wil
tax the ingenuity arîd ability of the best iniinds iii the new Govern-
ment. A grave responsîhility la thrown uploni thein. That the
Goverumnent is we'll aware of this is evideuced by ilie deelarations
of 1olicy contained in the Prime Ministcr's Manifastoes, nainely-

(I)-Adequate taxation of war profits and inereased taxation
of inconies as necessitated by the continuatice of the %var.

(2)-The reduction of public expenditure, the avoidaxice of
waste and the encouragement of thrift.

(3)-ln order to mieet the ever inereasitig expenditure for
war puirposes and also to ensure that ail sliall share in
cmmxi service and sacrifice, w-calth ivili he eotnscripted
by adequate taxation of ivar profits and iriereased taxa-
tion of income. There will be close enquiry into expen-
ditures ini order to proteet the trca.sury agraiiist Imrely
local demands, and] to eliminate uxidertakings of puircly
political origin and objeet.

Thiere is undoubtedly a stroug impression in the public mind
that the existing nicthods of taxation are inudequate ;itid to somne
extexît inequitahle, and further, that somte imnportant classes in the
eonminity, well able to stand taxation, have so far eseaped pay,-
ing ihieir fai.- share. There la also a welI foundcd and popular
opinon that we have heen placing too much of the wvar burden on
the sh)otilters of posterity. It will lie the duty of the Governiîcxt
to correct these weaknesses and they may be rclîed upon to do so.

ABOLITON 0F PATRONAGE

The new Goverunent bas made an excellent start in the
rertion of economny by aholishing the patronage system lu

.Overnment purchase aud appoîntineuts. That system wlas the
tme of our polities aud the bane of public tife. and it did more
Iii inythinîg else to lower the tone of political thought. It waa
e oti of ail our political evils-favoritism, extravagance and
ruption. Unsound in principle, undemocratic, unfair and


