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71> o«/- Bthvjcd Clergy, Rdigiom (hnmumtki,, and People ronjided to Our
Pastoral aire, Health and Benediction in Our Lord.

Dearly Beloved Brethren,

..A Ph..-«f.
Our Holy Father, Pope Pius IX., ihe successor ofS^. Peter,and Christ s Vicar on earth, watches from the height of His ApostoHc

Eor^'/e^L'SrisT"''^'^"'^^^
charge hy the .reatVstor or s^Sur

w«nf?!'„T?
•''"'''''"' solicitude marks their decrease, their increase, theirwants and their progress

; and in virtue of His Apostolic authority, guidesdirects chides, e.icourages and supplies their wants. The commfnd ofChrist to St. Peter was "feed my lambs, feed my sheep." This Peterperforms in his Success^ors; and performs the office with the promise ofnever feeding them with false doctrines. Christ prayed for Pet-^r esnecial
ly, that his faith should not fail, and on account SftLt never-km?|S,
rv.^7-'?r'''l'^.

^h«"'d confirm his brethren in that faith, in as much as

£'s ffi^t^'' -r
Chnst did not pray for their faitk as he did S;reter s. 1 hus, the wiles of the demon who sought to destroy the Church


