
^HB DiSADVANrnAGES OH GAS-LxiGHrF.

C7TS coinixued with tlio iiicHiidosci-nt ("lectric light, Mr. Edison
yl gives tho following viows on tlio existing system of gas
lighting:

"(r!is is a barlmrons and wasteful light. ThtMlistiibution

of gas through a city is done by means of an immense system of

sewerage pipe, through which it is forced and kept under pres-

sure—a gas reeking with imi)ur(! material and made by a dozen
difierent processes. This gas is allowed to escape through
lioles into our apartments, where it is burnt, taking oxvgen
from the air to support (•(mdmsti<jn, the i)roducts of which are

carbonic acid, carbonic oxide, sulphuric acid, sulphuretted
hydrogen, and a host of otlnu' substances which vitiate tho
atmosphere. It thus gives i)8^ per cent, more heat than light

;

in fact, the result of the vile poison is almost entirely heat, and
only incidentally a little light. It is a yellow light, too, and far

removed from the color of natural light, and it is charged for 1)\-

quantity and not by (piality, forit is passed through meters which
measure the QUANTITY and not the QUALITY of the light-
certainly a wrong system. At tho source of supply the crude
material from which this gas is mad(>, namely, the coal, is passed
through a distillation process, by which it is liberated from
the other constituents of tho coal, more or less imperfectly. It

is then stowed in tho gasomefn- ready for distribution. This is

one half the process. The other and final portion of the pro-
cess takes place in our sitting and bed rooms, much to the

detriment of our health, our sight and our household effects.

In other words, matter is sent into dwellings for tho ostensible

purpose of producing light, whereas its main product is heat."

Increa.se (jf light by gas only increases the heating and


