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Vmt u tatirfaelarif evidence thai mmg, profeuing to bn origimMl mttitAita
of the Ckrietum mirmiUi, patted their livet in labom, dangnt, and tuf.
firmgi, vobmiariljf undtrgoM in atieittftioH «jf tht uccoMtt which VAm^WmI. «.<< toMif^incontegumce of their belief <if thote account,, oZ^^ ««»«m*<hI from the tame motitet, to imw rulet t^eonduel.

to support this proposition, two points i&e necessary
to be mJMle out ; first, that the founder of the insti-
tution, his associates and immediate followeig, acted
the part which the proposition imputed tqi them ; se-
condly, that they did so in attestation of the miracul-
ous history recorded in our Scriptures, and solely in
consequence of their belief of Oie truth of this history.

Before we produce any particular testimony to the
activity and sufferings which compose the subject
of our first assertion, it will be proper to consider the
degree of probability which thfe assertion derived
from the nature of the case, Umt is, by inferences from
those parts of the case which, m point of fact, are on
all hands acknowledged.

First, then, the Christian religion exists, and there-
lore by some means or other was established Now
it either o^es the principle of its establishment, I e
its firat pubUcation, to the activity of the person who
was the founder of the institution, ai^d of those who
were joined with him in the undertaking, or we are
driven upon the strange supposiUon, that, althouidi
they might lie by, othere would take it up ; although
they were qdiet and silent, other persons busied them-
selves in the success and propagation of their story.
This is perfectly incredible. To me it aopean UtOe
less than certain, that, if the first announcfaiir of the
religion by the founder had not been foUowed up bv

^\^\ ^mM^T,^ "fH'/'°"*^'**^ disciples, the

the kind and degree of exertion whichwuemplmd^
and the mode of life to which these persons vubmiti
ted, we reasonably suppose it to.be like that Which we


