
YNQAVI. Y. M. C. A.

YNGAVI, Battle of (1841). See Peru: A. D.
1836-1S76.

»
YORK : The Ronuui capital of Britain.

See EnoiiAcuM.
The capital of Deira and Northumbria.

See England: A. I). 547-633.

A. D. 1189.—Maiiacre of Jew*. 8ec Jkw»:
A. D. 1189.

A. O. 1644.— Parliamentary liege raited

by Prince Rupert. Scu EN(iL.vNu: A. D. 1644

(J A s UAiiT—July).
*

YORK, Penn. : A. D. 1777.—The American
Congress in session. Sou l'nitku Statks ok
.Vm. ; A. D. 1777 {Januaby—Dkikmuku).
YORKINOS, The. S.:u Mkxuo: A. D.

1822-1828.

YORKISTS. Sec Esola.nd: A. D. 1455-

1471.

YORKTOWN : A. D. 1781.—Surrender of
Cornwallit and his arn<y to Washington.
See I'siTKD States ok Am.: A. D. 1781 (.May—
OCTOIIKII).

A. D. 1863.—McClellan's siege. Sec Umtkd
St.kteh ok Am. : A. D. 1883 (Maiu ii—May :

VlUUINIAl.
_

YOUNG, Brigham, and the Mormons. See
MoiiMOXIsM: A I). 18;)0-184«, 1H46-1N47; ami
Utah : A. D. 1849-18.VI. ami 18.-)7-ln.')».

YOUNG IRELAND MOVEMENT, The.
StcTliKI.AM): A. I). 1841-1818.

YOUNG ITALY. See Italy : A. D. 1»;!1-

1848.

YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSO-
CIATIONS.—.UtlicugU otluT ami carlitT niovi-

iiiciits for tlio reliiiio.i.s association of yo\ing men
are known toliiivc been niiuli'. tlic cvistinfr wiilr-

spruad orgaiii/.atioii of Young Men's Associations

apixiirs to liave started from work iiniiertaki u
in London, England. In 1H41, by a vonng man
named George Williams, who went ttat year to

London from Briiigewater, and found employ-
ment in a ilrajwry or dry gooils house. The
story is told in a sketeh of" the London Ass<H'ia-

tion, publislied in tlu' first volume of the Exeter
Hall leetures, by W. E. Sliipton. from wliicli the
following IS derived : "In 11^41 this voung man,
not yet twenty-one years of age, left Ilridge-

water and went to London, where he obtnined a
situation as junior as,>iistant in the liry gi«xls es-

tablis'. luent of .Mes.srs. Ilitcliecwk A ('>.. St !'a\il'8

Church Yard. . . . lli' found among hia fellow

clerks a few professeii followers of Christ. These
he gathered, for prayer and Hible study, into

one of the bedrooms on the premises, after the

business of the day was over One by one they
invited their careless assiKMates to join them.
Many were converted and the be<lro<im soon
became too small to hold thosi' desiring to at-

tend. . . , 'To obtain tije permanent and undis-
turbed use of another rcxim, application to the
primiiial |.Mr. Ilitcliecxk] iK'dime necessary, and
this was a matter of some ilifflcidty. Able and
energetic as a man of business, he had shown no
signs of religious feeling, he had done nothing
to secure the comfort or welfare of his young
men, nor did he check the evils which attended
the conduct of business in his establishment, in

common with many others, at 'he time. He was
only known as the employer, and in that car

city, though no worse, was not better than the
rest of bis class. But the young men bad waited
on God for His direction and help, and in the

strength of faith they went forward with tlieir

application. To their surprise it was received

with sympathy, with tenderness. . . . The room
was granti'il. the young men were thanked for

their iKist elTorts and prayers on Iwhalf of the

estjiblishment, and tlie intister biKsme from that

liour the father of bis household, joining with
his godly servants In solicitude for its spiritual

welfare, reforming every arrangement inconsist-

ent with the conscientious discharge of the duties
or the personal comfort of thost- he employed,
and In all tilings seeking to nuike that house-

hold an al)c»ie of peace, a pattern of gixlliness,

a centre of Christian usefulness.' During the

period of Mr. Hitchcock's religious anxiety, he
had sought the advice of Mr. W. I). Owen, the
principal of anotlier large drapery hous*', whose
religious character and benevolent efforts on be-

half of their trade had made lilm generally re-

spected, and to him he described ih" work of God
which had begun amongst his assistants. Mr.
Owen mentioned th'.' fact to his principal assi"*,-

ant,' Mr. .lames Smith, ' who immediately cc .1-

mencwi similar meetings for prayer and the study
of the Holy Scripture amongst tlieir young men.'
In the I'arly stages of this moviment the late Mr.
Edward Beaumont, one of tlii' little bund who
had been converted in the bed room meeting,
wrote that one Sunihiy evening, in the latter

part of May. 1844, lie accompanied Jlr. Williams
to Siirri'V Chapel, ami that, on the way, Mr.
Williams tolu him that lie was deeply impressed
with the importance of introducing religious

8<'rvice8, such as tlicy were I'lijoying, Into every
large establishment in London. This conversa-
tion resultcil in a conference Ix'tween a fiw of
the Christian young ni-.'U in Mr Hitc'icock's es-

tablisliment. at the close of one of their meetings.
They then decided to call a meeting of all the
Christian young men of the house for Thur.sday,

.June 0, 1844, to consider the importance and
Iinicticability of establishing such an associa-

tion. . . . Mr. Williams attended the meeting
an<l. in response to his invitation, Mr James
Smith was present at the inciting held In the
former's Iwdroom, June 6, 1K44. At this meet-
ing it was decided to organize the Young Men's
Christian Association. . . . Information of the
organization of the London As-sociation soon
reached America. The first .\ssociation organized
on the London basis was that of Jlontreal, Dec. 9,

1851. . . . Two years elapsed before any sys-

tematic effort was made to liri.ig the 26 American
Aiisociations, wliich had by that time l)een organ-
ized, into communication with one another. . . .

The first circular, wlilcli was issued February 28,

18.-14, and signed bv Oscar Cobb, of Buffalo,' and
William Chauney l.angdon, of Washington,". . .

asked " whether the .\ssoclati8ns towliich it was
issued would favor the proposition to hold a
convention of the American societies. Sixteen
favorable anil four negative replies were re-

ceived. . . . Bulfalo was selected as the place
of meeting, and the convention as.sembled in

that city June 7, \H'yi. >lr. Lnngdon. in an ad-

dress delivered at the convention, showed that,

as far as asceitaineil. 2.')ll Assiwintions wen" in

existence, distributed as follows: Germany, 1(H);

Holland, 4 ; France, ."19
; Switzerland, 2l"; Aus-

tralasia, 3 ;
(Turkey, 2 ; Great Britain and Ire-

36


