
CHAPTER XXXIII

REVIIW

A PERIOD of five years is sufficiently long to enable

a man to correct or to confirm his earlier impressions

of a people. Looking backward, I find I have very

little, if anjrthing, to correct of my first impressions

vf Australia and its people. It may be an advantage,

therefore, to set down in better order than is possible

in fugitive correspondence some of the deepened im-
pressions which a careful study of Australian life has
created. During my sojourn under the Southern
Cross I visited the capitals of all the Australian
States—Tasmania included—from Brisbane to Perth
and Hobart. This has meant a good deal of travel-

ling by land and sea. But travelling on the main
routes in Australia is rendered luxurious by means
of corridor trains, with sleeping, observation, ^nd
dining-cars attached; and also by means of a re-

markable service of coastal steamer* second to none
in the world. The luxury of such boats as the
Indarra and Canberra exceeds by far anything of
which the P. and O. or Orient companies can boast.
It is off the track that travelling becomes a weariness
and a torment. But it has been my lot to travel off

and on the main routes, with the result that the very
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