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SEASONS OF 1913-1914

IlY V. 1>IM)A« Tomi, Fol I.-HWHIK I.NHI'KI TOR.

IN tin- llliilitli of (hti.liiT. V.tll, lliiTi' \V«"ri' ll«lf(l nil till- rcninlH of tlio

m>|iiirtiii(-iit of Aai'lrultiiri- tlic niiiiicM of IHMi Iwc-ktH'iJtTM ill the

I'rovliKf, mill It Is t'HtlniiitiMl tliiit llnTc art' [irolmbly iiboiit 2<»i) more

witli wlioiii till' Hvc liiN|if(torH liiivc fulled to K<'t Into tom-li. From
III! known licc-k('('i«'rM tlirro whs rniin-stnl a lioncy-rrop reixirt for

tlio j-cnrs !!ii:i 141111 IHU, and .'{s." kindly ri'siMiiidnl. Ilrlctly stated,

we got the following results :—
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If we nssnme that those reimrtlnj: are fairly reprewiitatlve iKHr-keeiH-rs. then

n little ealeiilatloii will show that the total honey-crop of the rrovliice In 101.'!

was probably nlM)nt '» tons, and In I'.iU from l."i> to 2itt» tons.

Four years ago there was fairly uiianlnions aare<'iiieiit aiuoiiK the heo-keepers

vlslte<l by the Iiisp<><t.irs that Ilritlsh ('olnmbla was a riitlier poor lioe eountry.

r.«'t us take the reports and leani what lljsht they throw on the sHhJe<-t.

First, let It be said that a country Is (onsldered a iJoisl one for liees wlieii a

skilled l)«s'-ke<'iK'r can (h'p<'n<l i'l«>n n <rop of ."(I ii>. a iilve. one year with anotlier.

The year 1!li;5 was -i-oiisidered liy many to lie the worst seasiai for twenty .vi'ars In

British Colunilila ; 1014 was d»t>med above tlie averaKe, so we have the extremes

of S(H>d and bad. As a sample of what i-onstltnti's a poor year elsewlicre, one may

refer to tlie rrovliice of Ontario, where skilled b(H'-keopers report an averajie of

10 lb. a hive In 1014.

Now, we have very few skilled liee-ktH'pers in ISrItlsli Coiuiiibia, yet the reports

indicate an nvenige crop of over .'{1 lb. a liive in l!»i;5. If we si'lect out of the

reiwrts the apiaries reportlnt; .'{I lb. a hive or over, we will find that lirty-six bee-

keeiiers witli ."2.") {•oloiiies prisiiici'd 27..sa2 lli. of b' 'ey, or nn average of ."h{ lli. to

the hive, while a20 bc<'-keeiK'rs owning t'ltiii hives • :luoed O.iCO lb., an average of

15 lb. to tlie hive. It begins to look as If a very -or ser.s<Mi in British Columbia

would lie called a good season anywhere else.

Exaniinliig the figures for 1014 in the same way. wi lind ninety-tliree liee-keepers

who reiiort an average prodiutlon alsive <!() lb. TIn'y owned a total of 77H colonies

and raiseil (i.".;{."2 lb. of honey, being an average of S4 lb. <»ii the other hand. 2it2

iH-e-keeiiers owning 1.3."0 (oloiiles produced .1S.S24 lb., being an average of 20 lb.

lK>r hive.


