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have croBhed the old gentleman's, and crushed the hwrt

Sf CoSato too. ArcW'B medical knowledge ««a^
ik;w« fiiat thp assault on the Comte had precipitawa

iSagl^vated tnlLk of cardiac epilew; except for

theSu it might not have been cardiac and, just poMibly,

iheZmte 3t now be alive. «I sunpose longU^
^h he was,'' Dick Stewart mused^

LTLel^whto.
was such a bounder I I knew he was, first tmie l saw nim.

Knge safd he wasn't, but I knew better No^^but

ab^under would have been in such a hurry to think tne

wo^^ of"-SV contracted-" the sweetest girl a^ive.

Leroux guMsed the truth, too, and that seemed to

StewS the beTTf the whole matter. He had never for-

livl^thr^eat Joseph Leroux for fo?lmg him, pla^^^^^^^

Se Piedie-nez, and using an Englishman for a French

policeman's purposes of espwnage.
^^J^

L^J knew t^aj

k. Stoo-ar knew that Leroux knew, which to Leroux seem^

the worst of the whole matter. Leroux had felt himself

tion. If Leroux could have hxea tne guui- vu "':";""•; r;.

maison t would have been a triumph of professional pride

;

buT« it'co^ld have cleared Dick Stewart, it woul^^^^^^^^^

hPPn a salve to wounded self-conceit. As it was, nowever,

Shott Xhikto be found and M. de Grandemaison to con-

fe2 StewSrt'lTelf-accusation stood good, and Leroux felt

fclfSly beaten. "You «e a fod, M'sieur St^^^^^^

nronx had said
" Mavbe, maybe," had been the answer,

i^ri've ^red against Pied'-de-nez this time, you im-

^'SsS'llld scored the point at Wb own exjense

however
" Fool of a thing to do, no doubt-stupid and

Stfe and all that, but. ^ . I've si»red you, Consolata I

^°^%iSnSir"t-^^^
^^rbtftocliS ^yra^fall the immediate past.

He knew that what he had done for Consokte, all or Con-

Slata had set him farther off from her than ever. Iwn t

SSy but it^s law and convention," he said gnmly. "The

oU geSln would never consent to our marriage, now.


