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The Covernment has been giving cont inuous eonsidera-
tion to the gueustion of the moat feeasible and effective
measures which Cancda oould teke in furtherance of ths - reat
task that lles before us.

1 may be allowed to yuote from a stutement 1 made

to this Youse on Mareh 30th of this year:

‘hile another world war will, I trust, never recur,
it 19 desirable nevertheless to oconsider some questions
which would arise in the sveant of our psarticipetion in
such a gonflict. That perticipation could not be
fnsslvo or formml, nor oould it be unplanned or

rresponaible. It would be necessary to conaider in
consultation with others involved and with regard to
the objeotlves and operstions of the enemy, whut would
be the most affeotive form our asotion and our co-
operation could take.

It i3 clear that the condl tions determining the
pature of perticipation in such & confliot have under-
gone a grent change sinoe the lust war. The balance
of world power has shifted, and Canade has to keep its
Peolfic as well as {ts Atlantic covat in mind. Prom
both the military and the economic sspect, the attitude
of the United tetes would be lmmensely more important
for ti@ world and for us, than twenty years e&go. The
ssapons an’ tactics of war hove materially changed;
naval conditioms have perhaps not greetly altered, so
far as the sea reaches, but srmies have bheocome mechanized,
greut Maginot or ‘legfried lines bar the possibility of
rapid lafantry edvance. Aeroplanes have brought new
resources and socope to other ams in Joint operstions,
and have in themselves given war new ren e, new flexibil-
ity end new terrors. Mechanlzation on land and in the
air, and the colossal demands for supplies and renewed
equipment, demands which would begin far beyond where
the demands of the last war left off, greatly inorease
the importence of the economic factor, t'e indispensadile-
ity of sdequete supplies and astaylog poweryfectors in
whioh the democretic countries a«:e overwhelmingly strong.




