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Scorza is continuing his endeavours to purge the Fascist Party of lukewarm
or doubtful members. His latest notion is to make membership dependent upon
the wearing of the badge, which, he said, required ** political courage.’ This
admission is, without question, a proof of the growing unpo ularity of the Party.
So long, however, as the régime remains in power it will require even more

courage for a member voluntarily and ostentatiously to deprive himself of the
Very many thousands are known

security and privileges that go with the badge. usa
only to wear the badge for reasons 8f self-interest, and this is so generally
recognised that these persons may be expected to continue the practice.

SOUTH-EASTERN EUROPE.

Only official press comment has yeét been received on Kéllay’s speech, reported
last week. The Pester Lloyd, which interprets the words and actions of the

Hungarian Government to the outer wor d, achieved a remarkable feat of
selection, which made the speech appear as a profession of unwavering loyalty to
hasised particularly Kéllay’s insistence

Germany; the comment in Magyar emp
on the rights of small nations, and on the need for Hungary to stand together

behind the Regent,
In reply to rumours in the foreign pres

recruited for S.S. formations, an official statement. issued that this recl.'u‘iti‘ng onlsv
affected members of the German ‘‘ Volksgruppe,”’ and that persons joinin S.S.
organisations automatically acquired German and forfeited Hungarian citizen-

ship. .

Heroes' Day in Roumania (3rd June) brought renewed pledges of loyalty
to the Axis and German press and wireless salutes to Roumania as ‘‘ the first
and foremost sentinel against bolshevism.’ Marshal Antonescu said the

dead had helped to build ** the Roumania of our righteous hopes and of the
true Roumanian frontiers.”’ He appealed to all Roumanian families to adopt
war orphans. ' . :
“ The pro-Axis Curentul says that the statement in a Swiss paper that ‘‘ Stalin
considers the recognition of an independent Roumania,’”’ will arouse no emotions
in Roumania. For the U.S.S.R. will not rest content with annexing Bessarabia,
but will demand control of the Danube mouths and the foundation of a Bulgaro-
Serb federation as-a Soviet protectorate. The ** independent Roumania '’ would

thus be a Roumania dwarfed and encircled.

Two more well-known Roumanians have been arrested : T. Arghezi, a leading
Roumanian poet, for publicly praising the Jewish leader, Fieldermann, who was
arrested last week; and C. Barsan, a prominent industrialist, for making contact
with Roumania’s enemies, ostensibly to secure in Istanbul visas for Roumanian
Jews wishing to go to Palestine, but actually to conduct negotiations inimical to

the interests of Roumania.
The German minority in Roumania has supplied its first contingent to the
Armed S.8.; previously its members had served in the Roumanian Army. - It has
its own schools. There are signs that its

been given complete control over its ]
Roumanian neighbours resent 1ts attitude and privileges, and also that the
German authorities are putting pressure on it to enlist all its available man-

wer in the forces. : :

The Danube has been much in the news. Plans are reported to keep its level

" constant by dams on its tributaries and to dredge its mouths. The bridge from

Giurgiu to Rustchuk, agreed on last October by umania and Bulgaria, but held

11‘13) by lack of materials, is the subject of further negotiations. It is reported that

rupps are to get the contract. Traffic here was previously by ferry. El'ohe bridge
will%e one of tie biggest in Europe and will carry a motor-road and a railway.

Argus warns Roumanians that the economic future of the country must not be
based on oil. Wells are few and cannot be exploited over a long period. The
great hope must lie in food industries. :

The Axis claimed on the 22nd May that their swift moving mountain troops
had captured the partisans’ staff in Montenegro; and on the 4th June that
partisan resistance in Hero;\;fovina had ended. The partisans have evidently no
expectation of help from Mihayloviteh, for Radio ™ Free Yugoslavia’’ again
attacked him, and broadcast the contents of an alleged agreement between the
Ttalian General Roatta and Jevchevitch, ‘‘ Mihaylovitch’s right-hand man,” of
September 1942. The Rz,rtisans claimed to have found the document when they
captured Nevesinje in March. It provided for the Italian supply of arms and
food for stipulated numbers of chetniks, and that the chetniks should control. the

area east of Kalinovik—Ulog-Nevesinje.
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