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"I suggest to the 

substituting the work

/

t the desirability of 
the word "thirty".j Five years 

is the life of a parliament, an^J cannot think it quite 

consonant with the ideas of the right hon. gentleman as hereto

fore expressed that this parliament should bind the hands of 
r

future parliaments. I am quite aware of the fact that it would 

be quite competent for succeeding parliaments to change that 

figure to forty or to ten; they would have that power, but a 

vested interest is acquired when a statute of this kind is passed 

by parliament; the commission naturally expects that that is the 

end of it. I suggest that instead of making provision for thirty 

years we endeavour to deal with this matter during the lifetime 

of a parliament. It is true that one or two sessions of this 

parliament will have passed, buyi think the right hon. gentleman 

would be quite within the general constitutional practice if he 

said, WI desire that a given sum shall be available for this 

commission during the lifetime of the parliament over which I am 

the directing head". But when you ask parliament to bind its hands 

for thirty years I cannot help but think that is going too far, and 

that it is not quite consistent with the general principles under

which we conduct our government."
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