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William Blake: Prints of Darkness

by Geoff Ineson

Now, until the 25 of October the
Dalhousie Art Gallery, 6101 Uni-
versity Avenue, will carry the exhi-
bition entitled William Blake and
His Contemporaries. The eight-
eenth century works have been se-
lected from the Permanent Collec-
tion of the Nartional Gallery of
Canada.

Blake, as poet, is perhaps best
known for his early 1790 piece enti-
tled The Marriage of Heaven and Hell.
In it, he holds that the Bible is at the
center of the imaginative universe.
As visual artist, hereto he blends the
two extreme Visions into one print,
or, one artistic experience. This cre-
ates what is called an ‘artistic ten-
sion.” This usual motif for Blake can
be seen in the plate entitled Behold
now Behemoth which I made with thee.
This plate has God pointing down
from the heavens to a fallen or lower
world in which man is symbolized as
a half-beast and standing directly
between an even lower world (sym-
bolized by the Leviathan) and the
higher world (one symbolized by
God).

I think tofully appreciate the gen-
ius of Blake, one should visit the
gallery with a walkman playing
Handel’s Messiah, volume at about
three (it is a gallery you know), that
this may produce the optimum aes-
thetic experience. Another thing
that might be considered is a re-
reading of the Book of Job... well, at
least up until God begins to babble
on about the mountains. Blake uses
the existential Job theme in a fasci-
nating manner through his prints.
At once, he is illustrating divine
celebration; at once, he is illustrating
astate of religious dissention. I think
that this isaccredited to Blake’s view

of the Bible as being at the center of

the imaginative universe.

The Book of Job prints are deeply
meditative in story alone. Though I
found -that upon close inspection,
the work inscribed in the borders was
deeply rooted in mythological narra-
tive as well. For example, plate 6
entitled The Lord gave and the Lord
hath taken away, has an Egyptian rod,

a locust, two spiders, a creature-like

head, and weeds, in through its bor-
ders - all of which are mythological
allusions. The plate itself depicts
God inthe Devil’sappearance stand-
ing atop of a boil-smitten Job while
the plate reads “Blessed be the name
of the Lord." Here we see an artistic
and even theological tension, that a
loving, caring God would not let
these things happen to the “Just
Upright Man.”

Important too on an interpreta-
tion of his work is that Blake the
artist not to be identified as a ‘mad-
man.” Certainly ‘madmen’ or even
‘madpersons’ are those who reject
the world that would so label them as
mad, and find themselves walking
the streets talking to Elvis or Allah or

whomever. Madmen are not the
romantic poets and painters whose
lives, like Blake's, were spent steeped
in their respective creative energies.

It would help us to understand the
‘visionary quality’ of Blake's work if
we see that Blake is returning to a
mythological language, or a primary
language, in purely an imaginative
aspect. As Northrop Frye had writ-
tenin The Great Code, “... what the
Bible gives us is not so much a cos-
mology as a vision of upward meta-
morphosis, of the alienated relation
of man to nature transformed into a
spontaneous and effortless life - not
effortless in the sense of being lazy or
passive, but in the sense of being
energy without alienation.” Itis this

When the Morning Stars Sang Together, and all the Sons of God Shouted

for Joy- William Blake, 1825
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direction that the artist Blake takes
us in returning to the mythological
language that may throw the major-
ity of spectators.

Also at the Gallery are two other
feature exhibitions: John Woolford

BURGESS TRAVEL

%: AIR FARES

TORONTO from 199 AMSTERDAM from 598

and the Eard Dalhousie in Nova
Scotia and Sylvie Stevenson: The
Milarepa Cycle. Admission is free.
Gallery hours: Tuesday to Friday 11
am. to 5 p.m., Saturday and Sunday
1 p.m.to5p.m., Closed on Mondays.

VANCOUVER from 677 LONDON from 538
CALIFORNIA from 569 PARIS from 618
CALGARY from 677 GERMANY from 598
BOSTON from 209 FLORIDA from 378

The above fares are subject to availability and advance purchase
rules. The fares vary according to departure date and are in effect
Oct. 2/92. Fares are subject to change without notice.

SKI MARBLE MOUNTAIN
this Winter from 393 ppdbl.

Includes air from Halifax,
2 nights accommodations,
car rental, 2 day lift pass.

Halifax 425-6110

1505 Barrington St. Maritime Centre

New Toll Free In N.S. 1-800-421-1345
Liverpool 354-5400 Bridgetown 665-4812

OPEN SATURDAY 9-5

LSAT, GMAT, MCAT & GRE
Preparatory Courses.

Every year, thousands of people take the Graduate Management Ad-
missions Test (GMAT), Law School Admissions Test (LSAT), Medical
College Admissions Test (MCAT), and Graduate Records Examination
(GRE).

Some are students. Some are professionals. All are intent on doing
their best on the test that has become a standard measure of success.

All MBA. Law, Medical school applicants and students applying to
graduate school in the U.S. are required to write the admissions test.

Henson College now represents Stanley H. Kaplan, the world's leading
test prep organization, in the Maritimes.
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STANLEY K. KAPLAN EDUCATIONAL CENTER
OF CANADA LTD.

Following are upcoming course dates:

COURSE PREP COURSE EXAM DATE FEE

GMAT October 27 10 January 4, 19€3 January 18, 1883 $885 - GST
GRE November 18 to January 27, 1283 February 6, 1983 $625 + GST
LSAT November 26 to February 4, 1283 February 13, 1983 $745 - GST
MCAT February 1 to March 29, 1883 April 17, 1993 $695 + GST

CLASS TIMES: 6:00 pm - 10:00 pm

» Improve your test-taking skills
* Review key concepts and fundamentals
» Increase your confidence on examinations
s Achieve your maximum potential score

For information or to register call 494-2375
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