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A travelling student
îembers
Lesley,
iston Photo

NX. Cameron talks to UNB graduate Nicole Bourque about her travels in En
gland and Ecuador

Nicole headed for Ecuador. Al- parrots and pottery figures line her 
though she had been applying for mantle. Nicole reminded me that 
research monies beginning in No- the Indian population of South 
vember, some funds didn't come America has been exploited for 
through until she’d already left for 500 years, and explained how that 
her field work. She landed in Quito, affected her research. The tallying 
the capital, and stepped off the of children and livestock, the 
plane very nervous at the thought grouping of people with their rela- 
of being robbed. She says she felt lives, and the establishing of the 
no culture shock, and attributes duration and places of residence -

these are ques
tions of a highly 
suspect nature. 
All arc central to 
the taking of a 
census for an 
ethnography. In 
a village when* 
few people get 
beyond primary 
schooling be
cause further 
studies would

towering volcano visible from the 
door of her village house. 

Speaking in an acquired British 
W C II t y - accent, Nicole recalled her days at 
four- University of New Brunswick, 

where she decided on a career in

> Before she left for England, she 
wrote and obtained application 
forms from various funding sources 
in Canada. The month later start of 
the fall term in England makes it 
difficult to be advanced enough in 
your research plans to meet the 
deadline for funding applications 
in Canada. Cambridge University 
provides its students with a list of 
possible funding sources in Great 
Britain, but it was from Canadian 

sources that 
Nicole re
ceived two 
sizable w 
awards for 

field

Is. year-old
Nicole year. She spent the third year of 

her B.A immersed in French An-

Anthropology during her second

for Bourque thropology at Laval University in 
f Quebec City. Prior to graduating 

FrprtfTvfm from UNB, she applied to the 
. . . . „ Commonwealth Scholarship and
is in her second year of Fellowship pian.

a PhD program at 
Cambridge University 
in England. For fifteen who won this 

months she lived in a

this to theO
fact that her 
introduc
tion to 
South 
America

e She landed in Quito, 
the capital, and 

stepped off the plane 
very nervous at the 

thought of being 
robbed

She was one of 
several New 
Brunswickers For fifteen months she 

lived in a village high in 
the mountains of 

Ecuador, doing field 
work towards 
her degree in 
Anthropology.

a s 
through a 
famous ho
tel in Quito 
which is a 
mecca for 
Western 
travellers.

The in-

a her
award in 1988. 
Renewable for

work.
Arriving 

in Cam
bridge for the 
beginning of 
the fall term 
in October 
1988, she 
spent the first 
year 
courses

village high in the 
mountains of Ecuador, covers ail ex

doing field work to
wards her degree in thesis, living 

Anthropology. What 
road leads one from 
Fredericton to Cam
bridge to Ecuador? I 
spoke with Nicole re
cently in Cambridge.
The walls of her room are cov
ered with hundreds of postcards 
which show South American 
animals, people,and ceremonies.
She pointed out one showing the

three years, it

penses related to 
travel, books, mean sending a 

child far away 
from home, notadequacy

of her Spanish and the absence of only the stranger is foreign, but 
a necessary Yield research permit also the concepts of research, of 

1 n which was to have been issued for publishing, and of a university dc- 
her by the Ecuadorean embassy in gree. It was unthinkable to the 

which pre- London, extended her stay in Quito, villagers that Nicole would leave
pare students she had not chosen a site for her not only her home and parents and 
for field

maintenance, tu
ition, and exami
nation fees.

In a pub, over 
thick prawn 
sandwiches and 
amber beer,
Nicole told me 
that the awards 
committee had 
warned the re
cipients in ad
vance that they would have to ob
tain their own research funding.

field work while in Cambridge, three younger sisters but all the 
due to the lack of information amenities of Western life.work. One 

course deals 
with visas, 
vaccina

tions, funding, and other adminis
trative details. Another discusses 
health care in the field. A third 

course bridges the gap between 
theory and methodology. 
Nicole and the 
other nine stu
dents in the 
first year of 
their PhD at
tended many 
.seminars 
structured like 
open work
shops, wherein 
each person 
presents their 
ideas and is 
offered con
structive criticism by the oth
ers. Persons just returning from 
field work share their experi
ences and offer tips on what to 
do and what not to do. Gradu
ally each student works out a 
field or research proposal. A 
mini field work project which is 
developed and carried out over 
the Christmas break, complete 
with interviewing people and 
typing transcripts, is presented 
in class after the New Year.

As soon as her first year ended 
at Cambridge in June of 1989,

available on Ecuador. After some 
researching, she settled on a vil- Nicole was back in Cambridge by 
lage high in the mountains, the end of September 199Q. She's 
Equipped with a cassette recorded proud to sec the artifacts she 
(to play familiar music as well as to shipped from South America on
tape interviews) and a self-focus- display at the muscumofthc1*Arch
ing camera that would snap photos Anth” department. (They’d given
before people had a chance to her a £250 purchasing grant.)

Ahead of her 
life two years of 
interpreting 

tran
scribing inter
views, analyz
ing data, and 
weaving an 
original PhD 
thesis out of 
theory and her 
findings.

It’s not all 
work in Cam-

‘pose’, she moved into her village bridge, however; the morning I 
house, which consisted of a bed- left, Nicole was heading for Eton

and the boys’ school where 
Seasons of mud alternate with “Chariots of Fire" was filmed. She 

seasons of dust when everyone in and some friends were going to 
the village learns to live with dirty spend the day golfing. The road 
skin, dirty hair, and dirty clothes, from Fredericton to Cambridge 
Toilet paper and clean sheets were may be a two lane highway of hard 
non-existent. She learned how to work and generous funding but 
cook guinea pig and fowls, and she there’s always time to pull over 
shared these meals with the puppy and take a walk on the wild side, 
given to her by a village neighbor.

Back in her room in Cambridge, 
where green and orange wooden

Her period of field work over.
"X
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? %hat is Fredericton's
BEST KEPT SECRET? Seasons of mud alternate with 

seasons of dust when everyone 
in the village learns to live with 
dirty skin, dirty hair, and dirty 
clothes. Tbilet paper and clean 
sheets were non-existent

and
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• Next to Rosary Hall •e

Come in and see our large selection of Maritime
Crafts and Gifts from around the world.

• Large selection of Stained Glass, Sun Catchers & Lamps
• Flo Greig Potteiy
• Hidden House Potteiy
• Seagull Pewter
• Sheepskin Slippers, Hats, Mitts
• Brass & Leather Bracelets

ion

• Tan Smith Pottery
• True Oak Pottery
• Christinas Decorations

room.

• Canadian & Imported Jewelleiy
• UNICEF Christinas Cards

• PLUS MUCH. MUCH MORE!

Don't forget loved ones at Christmas 
...not just a limiting store.

STORE HOURS: Monday - Saturday 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm 
Parking in the rear.
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