
1 nleff elly ws a Wày
Gretzky fan. Don'tgetnewrong
1 llked hlm, but flot as rnuch as
Mark Messier, or Curt Bracken-
berry, or Dave Semnenko. (As you
see 1 have have a penchant for
more aggressive players.) The.
other day 1 drapped by the Oiler
office ta pick up my press kit for
the upcoming season. On my
way to the office 1 passed by the
Gretzky statue at whlch time 1
began ta recail the great memor-
iesGtretzky left behin.1thouglit
of the EMPTY NETTER HE
SCORED AGAINST Philadeiphia
to score 50 goals in 39 games, or
the night in Buffalo wheh e e
broke Phil Esposito's singe season
goal scoring record. Im sure
rnost of us can reme<nber the
night Gretzky held te. Stanley
Cup aloft after the Qulers had-
beaten te New York Isianders
towvin theirflrstCup. My personal-
favorite memory was the short-;
handed goal -the Great On.
scored against the Calgary Flames
in the '88 Smythe Division final.

When 1 think about it, 1 sort of
do have a lot 'of Gretzky memor-
ies. (I can't remember four Se-
menko goals, but do you recal
Game Six of the Smythe Division
Finals 1986, whçn Sammy tagged
Timmy M-unter and made him~
bleed big ime?) 1 guess 1 sort tof
took hlm for graneed. You knew
the Qilers were neyer out of a
game if Gretzky was playing. 1
also overlookeri what Gretzky
meant ta this city. If it wasn't for
Wayne there wouldn't have been
an N.H.L-W.H.A. merger. Essen-
tially he did put Edmonton on
the sporting map., Gretzky was
someibing special. But 1 neyer
understood how much he affec-,
ted peoples' live until I lefe the
Qi er office ehat day. As 1 walked
pase the statue a man was gettlng
his picture taken W'ith his arm
around i.Righbeforethepicture
was to be taken the man, Who
must have been in his sixties,
began to cry. The man looked at
me and then held his head up,
tears running down his cheeks,
his face beaming with pride. l'il
cherish the look on that man's
face for the rest of my life.
Bob Stauffer is the Sports Ofrector
for FM88.5
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