
CANADIAN COURIER

were respensible for the quantities ussigned tbem,.
Picturlag the result of the regulations ou tbe diet

of the industrial classes in the towns and cities,
Mr. Schreluer suys: The aduits, after rising in the
mornlng, wouid drink a cup or two of some substi-
tute for coifee, or very bad tea, wltbout miik, If there
were oildren, and, wltb very littie sugur. Wltb this
would bie eaten a third of the day's ration'0f bread,
about two and one-haîf ounes. lirhat ineaL had te
suiffice until noen, wheu a plate 'of soup, a sl<lce of
breud, two ounces of meat, and tWe ounces of vege-
tables were tuken, to bp supplemaented by a small
quantity of tarinaceous food lu the formn of some
pudding or cake. A cup of coifee substitute would
go witb this mesai. At four lu the aft.erxloon unother
cLIp of substitute coiffee or poor tea. would be taken
by those wbo could aiferd it, usually togetber with
cake equal to a baîf-ounce of wheat eiour and a qua-
ter-ounce of sugar. The eveuing mneal woulà be theý
samne as'dinner, witbout soupý und pudding, a little
cheese, and the remaling ,seventy grams of breud.*

The discIplinary value 0ýf the food-line was stili
kept in mind lu the distribution of 'potatoes, beets,
wheat fleur; now and tben ýotber cereu, l productg'
sucb as macaroni, biscuits, buckwbeat fleur, and eut-
meal; meut wbeu the city dlstributèd' It ut or below
cost price; 'fuel, ceaI-coi, sugar, and ail groceries;
soup and washing-powder; shees, -clotbiag, textiles
of uny sort, thread and tobucco. For many of tbese
tbIugs certain duys bad been set aside. Potatees
ceuld bie drawu every ether day, For instance,
while wheat fleur was Issued every fourtii day, meut
ou ail "meut" days, fuel once a week, petroleumn
every two weeks, aud sugar once a'moutb, shees
and clothing were Issued enly after the Clotbing
Central had been satIsfled thut tbey were aeeded.
It was the same with Vbread, exceptesIlk threud, aud
with tobacco eue teck a chance.

Patrons of hotels and restaurants hail to bring lu
tbeir owu breual. The eating bouse manager -whe(
gave bread te patrons would bc fined heeavWy once

L:twice and after tbat weuld lose bis license. Here
i, Mr. Schreiner's account of an incident noticed by
lm lu tbe cloak roomn of the Court Opera lu Vienna:
"A well-dressed couple came in. Tbe lady wus ut-
tired lu quite the latest tbiag made by some able
couturier, and the ma ws lu evening dress,,a rare
sight uowaduys. As beé pushed bis fur coat ucross
the couniter, a smull wbite parcel fell te1 tbe floor.
Two slUces of very black 'war-breud rolled among
the feet of the throng.

"'There gees our supper'breudI' cried the waman.
'-Se lt seems,"' remurked tbe man. "'But wbat's

the use of pioking it upnow?, It's-been rolliag about
on1 the floor'"

"'But somebody cari stili eut it,'' said tbe womaa.
"Just then'two meu bunded buck the breud. Its

owner wrupped it up uguin and put-tbe purcel inte
a pocket. I suppose the servants of the bousebold
ate' next, day more, bread than usuaL."

As an example of the co-operutiou between gev-,
erniment and people created by the crisis of 1919,'
Mr. Schreiner gives au interesting instance of a
radical revision cf tbe flrst fuel regulations. At
flrst It wus a, case of more economy, more restric-
tions. Industries net contributing directly te the
militury strength of th~e Central Powers were or-
dered te discontinue all nigbt work und overtime.
Sbops, cafes, botels, restaurants, and otber public
places hud te lirait tbe cousumaption of fuel for béat-
ing and Ilgbting purposes 'te one-tbird tbeir usual
quota. The ligbting of sbop-windows wus cut dowu
te almost nothing. Stores biad fo close ut sevea
o'clock, eatiug-aud-drinking-pluces flrst at twelve uni
luter ut eleven, No ligbt was' te be used lu the hotels
after twelve. Ail unnecessary heating was prehi-
bited, and the wurm-wuter period Iu botels sbrunk
fromn four te two heurs per day.

Some man with a statIstical mind flgured out that
the closIng 0f a movie seating five hundred people
and giviug tvrc performances lu the eveniug, meant
au increase lu fuel consumptIon for heatiug and

llgliting purposes sixty times greater than wbat
movie used. That was simple enough, and a
days later the movies and cheup theatres resur
business. More than that followed. The govE
ment decideci that this was a fine method of co-0]
ation. It gave the cafes permission to use more J
and light in returu for a more liberal treatment
patrons flot ab!ie to speud mucb money. The J
coajunction offered new opportunities. Pree i
cal récitals, concerts, theatricul performances,
lectures were arranged, for.la order that thousa
migbt bie attracted- away from -their bornes.

Ail this muy not bie interesting te people wIio
stili thinking about lingerie and liquors. But it
be interesting less tban a yeuar fremn now, We 1
flot do Just es, Germany bas idone. But we flu

and will do this tblng of nation-rationing as t]
oughly as Germuny has done und is. going to, dc
or the wur wou't bie won by any of. us in the r!
wbutever happens to the armiles ut the front.(
many 15 lu this fight to a finish. Sbe is willng
put everything on the junk-heup tbat won't hiel
win. Germuny bas become the junk-man of Elir(
the dago navvy able to, work on wbut cither lati
leave; able to orgunize the scrap-beup.

At borne oaly. ,The «junk-beap was giving
Wbat tben? Russia and Roumania broken do(
The Ukraine redis Utsfood into Austria and'Gernms
The Ukrainans are made peons of production
the halfstarving Teuton. Tbuggery? Oh yes.
thte Germuan junk-heap was ln need.

But wbeatever Germany doeos abroad we shall
have to jump 'in and help Goverulmeut lay i0
hands on every ounce, inch and stitch. this cour
bas. Germany bas'gone through It. She bas clou
up the country. Just when'the nation was rnil
dowu she mude that, breaàk into'the East, Shf
now on the upgrade of her econoýmies aguin. F,
far up wili It carry ber?' We' doni't know. Th
who have reverted to, cave-man ethics can carry
far longer on bud ecouomIcs than niations wbo SIP 1

MAKING THÉ ,''WORLD SAFE FOR NICKL
R~T turc it was because be bad won a seat long held by political epponents.

}IARYW. ANDERSONTHERE le danger of Canada be-
coxpiug a real demecracyl
Public men eseeni te be ietting
up eu talk and getting down

te action. The'lessous of war-the
serlousness and the sacrifice of the
strugglo-are loadlng men and womien
back te the t.bings thut count. There
is "a sound of geing lu the tops 0f tUe
mulborry trees" threughout the Do-
minion. It le se persistent, aud se lu-
sistont, that it bas flnally reacbied Ot-
tawa, provorblully the last place lu the
country te 'sense and te interpret pub-
lic sentimen~t.

The "uininzing" of Geverninont hus
helped. Theo proclaixned abolition of
party patronage lias centributed. The

Wilia Foge Nikl, BA. K.., new atmospbere ef Parliament bas
Willm Fo . Pik., .. .. made struinge thinigs possible. Prîvute

M.P. membors wbo were wont te do whut
they were told find~ thomselves unfettered aud free te do wbat they wilI.

Ail tble means the maklng of soins mon and the unmakiug ef others. The
representative wlth ideas of bis own, wlth imagination, with initiative, sud-
denly freed frein bis party hobbies, sweeps te the front. The fellcw wbose
Ideas were~ manufactured for him, the faltbful follower, the trustod partisan,
sottis into the discard. Ini sucb a situation William Felger Nickle, membar
for Kingston, wya bound to be heard frein.

During the 'whole of his publie Ilfe, as represeetative of his native city, flrst
Iu the Provincial Legislature, aud later lu the Dominion lieuse et Commons,
this lîttie, slim, auburn-hbaired, brown-eyed, soprano-velced, hmn dY'namO,
bas kicked against the party pneUks. Hie cails bimself a Couservative but bie
lu essentialIy radical ln thought and action-au apostie of the "plain people-"
wboln platforui pollticia love te prate about. But Nlckle was neyer content
with platitudes. He was eager for performance. lie was a "ginger grenp"
ail In bixuseif, a "buUl-rmooser" wbo perpetually got tbe polltiolan's t.wrQ"pq
ml8,p1aoed. He peruisted lu placing the People befoe the Party. It got bim
nowUor ln Parllarnent, aud everywhere outside. Party managers shie'd from
h int nerveusly but the prolétariat gathered around bis stanidard.

First of aIl, Use cbanged Kingstou's politles. WÇlhen Usé went te the Legisia-

ho camne to the FIeuse of Commous It was likewise because lie captured t
censtituency frein the Party whlch had bield 1t safe sInce, the days of Sir JO
A. Macdonald. This uchievemient wus the resuit of qualities thut count a
a persoua.1lty thut wIus. "Billy ' Nickle, bis fellow-cltlzens know, weurs Wi
Boru lu Kingston, brougbt up lu Kingston, gruduate of K!Ingston's univers1

player on Kingstou's football teum, pillar lu Kiugstou's Andrews Chur4
and tralned lu the flery school ef Kiugston pelltîcs, everybody lu Kiugs t

kuows and respects hlm.
As soon as be reucbed the Leglslature he get busy. He was ne theor

seeking a career. lie wus a buman fellow auxieus te, serve bis tellowfli(
le wus the mover for and a member cf 'tbe Provincial Milk Commission;
was the futher of the Bread Bill; ho specilized- lu tbIngs that lmproved t
actual condition of the people. Thon he went te Ottawa. Hlere, as miiglit
expected, bis convictions caused5humn te clash witb certain "blg Interests' I-

It was natural and logical that the crystalliziug Cuad4au sentiment agaiî
the creation lu this démocratie Dominion of a pseudo uristocracy, feun4d
the promIsenous granting of tIties, sbeuld fiud expression lu Parliaine
through Mr. Nlcltle. Soen yeurs beore Mr. F. F. Pardee, miember for W*7
Lumbton, had protested, frem bis seat lu the leuse, aguinst the whoelO5
spatter'lng 0f knightbeods among.the Canadian citlzenbood. Two 5o55s<>
later Captuin J. H. Buruhum, member for Peterboro, brougbt lu a bill te aboli
titles in this country. Everyone whe badn't a titie and didn't expect one e
eclined these parîlamentarians, but the 'men lu tbe seuts of the mighty s
tight, and the storin pussed over. Niekie Waited-wulted tili the turne was riE
Thon be prepared bis case, curefully, conscientiously, clearly. When bie sPOI
lu Purliamont hie bail an aroused country behInd hlm. The Press heraided b
campaign and backed 11, from the Atlantic-te the Pacific. Letters potired
like un avalanche. Somethlng had te be doue. It wus uunounced that t'
Qçvernxuent hail made representutieuis te the Imperial authorities agaii51 . i
grautIng ef aIl bereditury titles, and thut the whoîo title business was tO 1
seriously reviewed.

Mr. Niecle's strength lu Parîlament and wlth the people is, in the ftn
arialys1s, lu bis siucerlty. Ho believes whateyer hie says-and the publie kJJ»
IL lie speaits quietly and ceuvincingly, with ne attempt ut the oratorico
no blandi shinents of gesture, and lîttie concern for the arts cf verbal caIJ$O
flage, His words are direct and rneaniugful. His summary is judiclal.
louves the Impressioni ef fairness and earnestness, two things that tell.
chara.cter and bis career lend force and effect fo',his utterance. lie 15 a,
yer of fine ability und s<onnd judgment. His patiotism bas efound practIcl
expression lu the overseas service er bis sons, but t~he characterlstlcs hc
more thun ahl elso, are respensible for bis winniug the public-or the P. b
wlnuiug him-are bis sterling Integrity, bis progressive and practileaI dOel
and is fnevitable keen sympatby and cencern for the under-doz.


