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lie himueif were soon to foiiow bis wife

What of the boy then?
He had a fewrelations, fewer friends,

noue to wbom h is child could look for
help. Il. wife .liad znarried hlm in the
facs, of beérp.arents' anger, and -even ber
death didnée-bring forgiveëness.--

So he-ý-e .alone-stood. between bis
»an zd*dMtttion.* Bpt for how much

Alread- the trouble lie .bad undergone,
&:ud the. daiiy disappointments alnd
u*tmies 'of bis buiness,*were heg«Inning
te tel ou hlm.The doctor talkedwarn-
iugly of a nervoua'breakdown a d or-
déred ruat, change, a holiday, advice
wbich, in. the rsn-state of affaire, had

a*ill heieeofheing taken! Uniest, as
lie bad of late expected, the firm totaily
cillapaed, and he had, perforce, te, take a
hé«cUdy for god 'and ail.

But, en the other hand, if he aceRted
thiâs offer; if -lie -chose -m-oneyand pési-
tion'before honor, and, forgettinir allthe
many klndnesses bis oid master rad ever
sbovu hlm, elected to repay him 'with in-
gratitude, and deserted the sinking ship
iistead of dosng his utmost to refloat her,
what then ?

The. remembrance of al bis own youth
hdmsiaed, of ail that he bad hoped bis
son'a lfe 'wouId liold, of thé University
b. a4neverýentered,' but where the boy
miýglt;Mid ail that he had bad to forego,
miglit eveiL enter the profesjiculie had

bi-ea, tbrougli want oft means, forced te,
ruPh"ûli, rose before bis eyes. No! The
bqy-sbouId never be bampered as lie had
bqenif rit iay in bis power to nake it
otUtrwise! All this and more! But at

wtprice T'
ýHekpew tbat it wouid be deariy

bqght, klew aiso that lied Dora lived
h4pre wbite sulwould bave pre-
f*re poet:0 tediabonor-even te that

d 'îa1 r r,:of. which the world knows
neugh', hich ila oly visible te man's
seul sud the Great Potter ou wbose Wbeel
it' was faahioned.

tiin u a uwor;cd where tlee tronvot
wina, a venld that ,by preeept and èec-
amele daiiy enfonces the-tnutb of the old
saysng,«"T bat, le may 14e vise liastise

pwer,» aWvend vliereih be bad ofily
h)mBelt oaiy bis o*wtalents, te trust, te

seeure- a footholdl-for hisaseif and ' the
clhid-would bein lasfter yeaîm ouq*e
là teèîiteoêier concience if leho Xt'his
"hmne of bettermeat sip. bY uà-

hiededtFAnd the boy? Sùreiy if Dora couldsee bîm and know, sbe wouid understassd,
and for -the boy's sake fergiveýh 1 hl '

He vent to bis desk, puiied out :a
freali sbeei et paper, and wrote hia sc-
ceptance. Signinig it burriedlY and wit)1-
out a second glance lie puàbed -it'hastily
,ntoan envelope, ada1ressed and stampédit, and apranz te bis feet with a giance
at the cocok.- Tiere vas stilil ime 1e
catch tie post, the piliar-box vas j#
enteide. A few minutes and the letteBr
wvouid,be gene,. gene lriretrievably..

Tnvoiu'ntariiy bis cye rested. for'&a
moment on th? portrait et bis vite. Was
it mérely fancy or did the face in the
photegrapli lose semething et its swebt

iglitness lu tbat moment? . Did a gt
deeper even than Death viden suddenly
between him and. the dead girl lie ioved?1
He dared net looek&gain, as, with the
letter ln bis baud, lie turned tewards tise
door.

IL
Sonnie couid net eieep. Me lied serewed

hie eyes up tighlty and triedliard te
slip jute Dreamland after Sarali, ot the
rough bandse uid the untidy bead, hai-
ing tucked hlm up.lu his cet and put eut
tise galad betaken lier siip-shed vay
dowustira, t t father's supper read'y.

Me had kept t tightiy closed for
visat seemedte hlm an incredible space
et time, until hi. cylilds retused. te re-
main devu any longer, and no e l ay
vide awake sud trembiing, ataring iste
the darkness, the baffling darkness thýt
slireuded 'éach familier objeet lu the
roem in impenetrable myàtery.
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Strange mysterlous shapes iurked bie-
hind tb e wardrobe; a litge, formiess
sbadow that 'lu dàytirne resoived iteîf
into- the homeiy dressing-table stood
glrimly in the window-a namnelees, Siln-

i jter terrer bld. behind the baif-open,
door!' But not merely the dread of lie-

îing alone and- wide-awake- in-.the awe-
sème darkness képt. Sonnie's eyes open.
Something that 'seemied more dreadful,
much more dreadful; to his sensitive
littie hegt, than the. darkness b ad
banlshed sleep.

Nie cbIld-eons3eience, .what he, ilu bis
baby tongue cailed "'something inside,"
was uneasy, because, to-day, at school,
be. bad nearly cheated, âearly-but not
quite, at lessous. Re bad reeisted, but
the temptation had been very strong,
and the misérable thouglit that be might
bave fallen made bis cheeks tingie and
hie beart ache.

Few eidren cheat liabituaiiy and as
-a matter _ofcourse.- Some-may do se,
tbýroug)h lazineàs,, a greater n umbe -r
tbrough fear' of punishment for errera,
but toe aru the 'epithet of <îcbeat" le a
miafortune not. to be regarded with
equanfinity by any normaliy constituted
se oboy or girl. To Sonnie, witb bis
.âne instincts,hi sensitive, seif-aeusing
littie seul, the thouglit that be bad nar-
rewly eseaped deserving it became in-
supportable.

If mether-up there among thse angels,
but still iooking dowu te watch ber boy
with ioving eyes-if mother knew, what
muet she think of hlmrT Mother, wbo
liad tauglit hlm tîat to do rigbt regard-
les. of consequencés wu. the only course
Possible te a rnanly boy-a boy wbo was
going teolie. 'a imniy man!i'Mother

wudcry! With the vivid imagination
of childhlood. with which-lie bad been
dowered lu over-fuill measure, lie pic-
tured te himaelf lis 'mother weeping ln
that far, radiant o.untry, perbaps refus-
ing te listen te, the anigelie words of comn-
fort because ber littie son liad wanted-

to pass, as is own, another boys
answer te bis sume.

Chiidike, lie saw nothing 'incengruous
iu the picture! That mother cou id
exïst withoub caring for and loving hlin
as decply ais before was te him. a thiiig
impossible II,

AInd which of us, eider and. wiser as
we thiuk, eau afford to simile af hlm y

But if the angeis did not wiah..to
grieve mother, and if, happily, she did
not iknow, there was stili fatheir-father,
who, ln Sonnie's eyes, was thse best, the
wisest, the eleverest of menm tg whosu
wrongdoing was sureiy ineonceivabie!
Wbat would -father think of hlm.?

.Wouid bie, perbapa, refuse te take hlm
eut'ou Saturday afternoons as hie usual-
ly did, for their customary rambie in the
country-the country that m"Y be
reached >y a traincar-wben Sonnie
iearned the difference between a beech.
tree and a bawthern, a biackbird and a
crow, and father told hlm tales of the
real, wild, couutrified country, where he
had passed hie humble, liappy-go-lucky,
ba"-eoted--ehildhood-l' Would &IL that
have te lie forfeited?

Even the precious bedoide taîks, when
Sonnie did most of thse talking and
father lietened, wile Sonnie debated
whètber lie ehouid bc a cab-driver when
he grew up, because then lie wouid get
as many rides as1 ,he pleased, or a salor,
because it must b e lovely te sleep in a
bammock, or a drummer in a brase band,
because the drum made sucis a délightful
noise when you banged With ail your
miglit, or- But by the time the drum-
mer bad been considered Sennie was
generally on thse verge et sicep, and bhis
ambitions were mcrging drowaïlyiy to
dreams.

Would this aise lie a thing of the paut.?
Even to-nighit lie remembered ýwith an

added pang, father had banded hinm ové
te Sarah much carlier than usual. Rad
lie beard anything? Did lie, witl thse
semi-omniscienco which. children .attri-
bute te grown-ups, know? And while

'tee pitiful te condemn, had lie found it
impcsble te love any longer the li&rle,
hielionored, guilty boy, of whom lie lied
been so prend?


