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.AIL TEX TRAFFIO WILL BXAR
*SMALL serving of oatmeal 'porridge, four

quarter-slice of toaut, and a pot of tea! That
je not a very hcavy breakfast for a hungry
man». If hie eate at aillhe must cnt that much.

yet the cot of this meal on thc dining-cnr of a train
ie ixty-five cents, to which muet be added te» cents
for the porter, though why hie should be rewardcd for
doin so simple a duty-for which hie is afrendy sup-.
po.ed to be paid-is not quite cicar to the average
intellect. Now this eeventy-fivecoents le about h
leat price for which anyonc can get a meni on the
dining cre. The average cot runs to ene dollar and
n quarter or perhape one dollar and a haif. This makes
eatmng in the dîner prohibitive to moat travellers, and
those who are lucky enougi to be able to go i» for one
or two meale a day invariably corne out with the
feeling that they have been robbed-evcn though the
mecl im itself is perfectiy stisfactory.

Now, it is abeîird to pay, even on a dining car,
twenty-five cents for a cup of tea, and twenty-fivc
cectp for a heiping of potatee. Robbery je not by nny
means too barsi a termi. The only juetification je
fiat the companies stand to make more by chargig a
higi prioe tW a few people,.than by chargmng a muci
iower prie ti ree times the number of people. Yet
if isna grave question if the policy adop ei not from
cvery point of view a mitaken one.

People resent injustice, and in thc comng days,
whén the common p lpe mist upon dictating how
things will b. arratnged, it may be that the costly
dininig car will have Wo give place W eomcnthing lese
prétentieus, eve» if it jes only a common lunch counter.
And why not a lunch counter? Are travellers any bet-
ter tian men and womcn wio stay at home?

Apart from thie, is it not possible that tic companies
wili find out before long that exorbitant prices do
not pay? A few yenrs ago a street railway in Chichgo
was loing moncy. It rcduced the rate Wo te» or
twelve tickets for a quarter, and grew rici. There je
in tue a good lesson not only for the dining cars, but
for such orpanizations as the Wmmpeg Street Railway.
By higi prices it has drive» men ti e use of motor-
CMr. By higher prices it je now going t make travel-
liiigrohibitive. If it were to reduce the price Wo te»
tickets for a quarter, cvcrybody would travel on the
cmarsnd would use the cars even when gomnga few
bloçks. It is n question if tic cheaper rate would not
pna a And i» dcciding suci matters people siould

lokafew years aiead

Tffl SPRING FABRIONS
* IE cases cited are only typical. Among others

tint might bc mcntioned arc chnnging fumhons,
price of meat and eggs, prices for shaving coet
of mente at restaurants, prices for t h etre

tickets, room reiit at hotels, cost Of surgical operations,
lawyers' fees and plunibers' bils. Net a dày passes
tint dees hot register corne compiaint ewith regard to
f bere and kindred items.

Tic case of fashions je perhaps the most aggravating
at tic present finie. A few people i» tic great centres,
probably costumeers and manufacturera of drese goods
acting in collusion, decide upon certain styles of dres
from season Wo seasen. Tiey go juet as far as tiey
ca» Wo make it impossible for people to use fie came
clties two seasons in succession. Tiey do if ail, of
course, in the name of faste, but every one knows tint
the reai purpose is increased sale of materials. It is
grnfifying te note that women's clubs eaut and west are
Up ln arans againsf the imposition, but it je doubtfui if
ticy will have courage te back up protcst by definite
action. Prevailing fasiions in certain styles of dres
are thoroughly immodcst, and if je te the credit of
Canadian womnen fiat they are entcning a proteet.

There is a financial side te this wiolc question, which
ris Of no littie importance. t may matter liffle in one

way iow fie well-tW-do expend their money, but thc
poorer people feel the pinci every day, and groan under
thc neoessity of discarding old gowns for new. Censor-
ship je now common enough. Perhaps if migt with
Profit h. exfended te more than war news and piefure
shows.

LAWYERS' FEES

N interesting case of whaf some consider to bcUtgross ovcrciarging is found in fthe bis of costs
of lawycrs who are doing service for gevern-
ments. No one objects to paving a man of

outstandling abilîty a remuneration many fîmes greater
than that f cftfe verage man. Men dfiffer in qualif y
and value just in fthe same wav as ordinarv commodi-
tics. Tic steel ina cart wheefis not as valuabie as tie
Steel in a watch spring. t je not one-tiousandth part
as valuable. When a lawyer of very ordinary abilif y
suddenlv fincis himself entrusted wif h an invesfigation
of a publir question, there is ne rea9son whv he s;-houl(l
ummediatelv adopt the airs ani charge theSecs of a
reailv gooff practitioner.

Thev tel of a man» who entered a, drug store asking
fiat "'Prescription be made up Thc druiggist akedl

seventy-five cents and ticman», wio was deaf, ianded
i five cents. ýhe druggist repeated "Seventy-five

cents," and the customer reepo»ded, "I pnid you five
cents," and se it confmnucd for sevcral minutes. At
basf tic druggiet gave up in despair, nnd coosoled him-
self by snying, "Well, take if, I made tire. cents on
if anywny." Now tiis may benajokc as far as drug
go, and if may hint at n real condition of thingeI n
tic grocery and ment bines, however, ticeprices ciargcd
are juet about as abeurd as prices could b.. A man
came te fislsity tic otier day with a cnrlond of good
cnt tic. Tic iigiest price i. could receive was six
and one-haif cents. He resiippcd hie cattle home.
Wiat are the readers of fie journal paying for their
meat?

We say tic war ia tested us. Se it bas. Forget
nef thit i l testing conimon ionesfy, and some are
net able Wo stand tic test. A tiief le as unpatrietic as
a man» who spenke treasôn. Boti are working agninef
publie welfare. Tic grent art of lif. is tic art of living
together.

RAIL WAYS AND RAILWAY BATEKS

O~IW, tic original applicatien of tic phrase, "Al
1Utic traffic wiil bear," was Wo railroad rates. Tic
Irifixing of these ha. nalways b~e» a troublesome

preblfem. Tiere neyer was n time whcn tic
rates wcrc satiefactory W ceverybody. Probnbly this
turne wiil neyer come.. Tic events of tic lasf few wceks,
iowever indicate tint in future tic tarifsé wiil b.

arrn n1 a different wny. When tic people operate
ar, ticy wiil sec Wo it tint prices are no greater and
ne less fia» ticy siouid be. Tiey wil nlways b.
greater tian fhcy siould have bec» because of tic
unforfunate iandling of tic rnilway probleme by our
governients.

Tic fnking over of tic Grand Trunk Pacifie by tic
govcrnmcnt causes eue tW wonder iow muci less tic
railway systeme of Canada would have cost tic people
if fiey had undertaken Wo build and operate thcm as
publie enterprises rigit freinitic begmnni»g. Tiere i.
ne doubt tint owing te tic collusion betwcen tic big
intereefe and influential members of Federal ann
Provincial Administrations, tic gcncral public have
paid millions upon millions in cash and lande for wiich
tiey have received ne adequate returns. And tic
people say littie, becanse tie tax tiey pny le indirect,
and an indirect tnx"is neyer felf in tic same wny as
n direct tax. For this very renson direct taxation je
Wo be cncournged. Were tic system in force te-day,
our governrnents wouldn'f b. soe xtravagant in some
matters. A man» vie pays ffty dollars fer a forfy-
dollar suit, dees not feei tic te» dollars wiich ic pay

as dut~, but i hia W pay tW fie governmcnfti
te» dollr u of hie own pocket he wil! make pretty
careful inquiry how if je being spent.

PATRIOTS ALL

MWRITER of distjnctjon said tint a dozen. yansago one-igti of fie people i» tic United
Sftates owned seven-igifis of tic wcnlth,
and tint less tian one per cent. of tic people

owned more than 50 per cent. of tic wcalti. Thc
figures to-day are even more impressive. It le prob-
able tint Canada can outdo the United Stte in
this partieular.

It is net jealouey nor ugliness wiici, prompte one
te profest againet this. Tic grent wrong j» tic
system je that if undermines truc patriotiem. A man
crases to have lo¶.re for'ai country wien h.e fecls tint if. is'
not his country, and it dece net seni to b. hie country
if h. lia net a cf ake i» if, in tic ferm of lande or
home or business or national bonds.

Tic movements that are in operaf ion to-day te
increase tic number of preperty owners and decease
tic number of tenants, Wo establjeh co-operative
industrial establishmnents of ail kinds, tW encourage
the purciase of emaîl homes i» cifies and tewne,
are ail te b. weicomed. If anytiing j» our finaneini
and industrial metiode prevents tic movement in
tuis direction if will b. most unfortunate. Truc
democracy has as ifs foundation fthe idea of comme»
possession. The enly autocrate are not tic crowned
iead,1 nnd indced tics. are ne longer te bc fcared.
Tic real danger is in autocrate of industry, finance,
religion and politice.

TEE PRICE 0F, GOAL

* HERE wvas onc littie speech at Calgary tint
lias passed almost unnoticed. One of tic
delegates, se if is said, gave whnt is ciaimcd
to b. an authoritative statement tint tic cost

of ceai at tie mouth of tic pit in Aberta i. $2.35.
and the rodt t the consumer ini Winnipeg is $112. If
these facts are truc kif any wondcr tint tiere ks
rvbellinn? If tiev are truc could fier. be any Ian-
çAuage toc severe te appiy to tic men who arre-

ponsible for the spread in price-the -owners, the
railway companies and the coal companies? But if
the report is not truc, is there any punishmeflt too
severe for a man who would give it out ais trutb?
19 it not' the duty of the goverument of Canada to,
make known the facts? There is nothiiig that will
clear up wrong like a plain statement of fat-te. It
le hardly necessary to say that the mn to inveatigate
conditions nd make a statement of facto is net a
dependent upon the coal companies nor the railroad.
We have had toç many findings by iàen who had
every renson for expressing biassed opinions.

ARRANGING FOR TME FUTURE

HEoatentioncat i f cildrgen itahsdayiI
* HE atentiontat is bf ein gien itahd

sign. Any nation is wise that in ehapz"tuà
policies considers the future. It i. poçsible

that the war has tnught us how valuable the éphool.
znay b.e when properly organized and supported. It
was the schools that l*iiit up wrong ideals in the
Germa» mind,- and produced the decisions that ended
a war. So, too, it Ca» b.e the schools of Canada
which wiil promote right ideais, and incline, the
people to those decisions that make for happineas
and permanent pence.1

But if -the sehools are to do this they mut b.
reconstructed. They muât get a new type of toucher,
a new courge of instruction, and a new motive.
There i. no permanency ini the service to-day. No
matter how capable teachers may b. they cmnnot
reach the maximum of serv'ice in legs than -tbree
yenrs. WVe are iniformed that most of them do net
teach this long. . The studies in school are in sme.
cases shot through With mediaevaiism. The Ïrith-
meties, grammars and historie. should be rewrltten,
and there should be intelligent teaching of eîpos-
tien and civil duty, while the whole activities of< the
sehool should be related more closely to the activitli s
of daiiy life.

The changes cankot be effected without re-organiza.
tien and without money. The money now spent
wvill keep the present style of sehogla going, lbut
what i. wanted is a new, type, as foreshadowod. Iu
the conselidated schools which are sprlnglng up ail
through the West.

Recent happenings, such as the pronouncernents
of the Calgary convention, and the discussions c3i the
tariff at Ottawa, show the necessity of conferee t
joint meetings of ail interested partie.. No ne
body of worlcmen if meeting w~ith representatives of
the employer., the consumers and the State, ieould
possibly have reached such decisions as were embodied
ing of these resolutions lias bec» weefully misinter-
i» the Calgary resolut ions, unies. Indeed, the mea»-
preted by the press. No one can imagine tllat a
tariff decision, accepted even as a temporary solution,
could have bec» rpached, unies. ini a caucus both
s ides met to match argunents.

The world ha. grown tired of this continuai attife
between capital and labor, Unies. it ceases our
country i. doomed. The only way to get aiong is to
work together, each party respecting the righité and
the sacrifices of the other. This "ski» game" ha.
had its day. "Heartiese; capfiaiism"l may have bec»
bad, but Canada prefers even that te rMed-hand*d
Bolsheviîm. But Canada should have neither. The.
generai public, and particuiariy the purchaislng public,
are interested in every enterprise in the country, and
muet more and more be consulted in ail matter. of
dispute. This i. another way of saying that antag-
onism ebould give way to fricndly co-operation.
and that this co-operation can best be eecured
through conference not only of employer. and work-
ers, but of the gencral public and the body of con-
soumers as, weli. My business is in a sense every
man's business, and every man's business is mine.
Thnt is the principle of national reconstruction.

TE ICONE TAX

~N this account, an income tax is not aitogether
a U bad thing, even ifthe prniplc my not b
accepted as perfectiy sound il 1 cases. -There
fis no problem more difficuit of solution than that

of taxation. If one man pute hie capital into eml
estate, where it lies dormant, yet growing quietly as
they cars go by, and another man pute hie capital in
stocks or bonds which yield bim annuaily a certain
income why should one b. taxed and the othet exempt?

Agood system of taxation mut ru» ever dollar to

easy thing to trace every dollar i» this way, becau.e
tiere are s0 many wavs of hiding wenltb. Alid the,ý
it is not definiteiy settled whetier people ehould be
taxed according to, their ability te pay, or according
to the benefits receivcd from the state or community.


