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A SLIGHT SKETCH OF THE OLD MONASTERY OF QUEBEC,

FOUNDED BY THE VENERABLE MOTHER OF THE

INCARNATION AND MADAME DE LA PELTRIEI AND

GRAPHICALLY DESCRIBED IN TEE BISTORY OF

THE URSULINES.

TEE Ursuline Couvent of Quebec, built two hundred
and forty years ago, and since then, twice rebuilt and
vastly enlarged, occupies au area of six acres in the
centre of the Jpper Town. It is situated on a com-
manding eminence,. almost entirely surrounded by
gardens; its secluded inhabitants can, therefore,
freely enjoy, from their upper apartments, the views
of unrivalled beauty which encompass the city. '

To give the reader some idea of the ever increasing
prosperity of this favoured establishment, we shal
here insert the statistics of its cloistered population
within the last eighty years. At the beginning of
the present century, the comtnunity was composed.
of 40 professed members-27 of the Choir, and'13
Lay Sisters; a4dd to these were 6 or 7 Novices.
. e-boarders a^nd half-boarders amounted together

to uipwards of 60, and were united under the same
teachers for the study of 'both the French and Eng-
lish languages. ' This arrangement was, indeed, a
matter of necessity, as there were at the time' but
two young novices to·direct the English classes, Rev.
Mother M. Louise M'Loughlin of St. Henry, after-
wards .one ôf the most efficient Superiors of the
house, and Rev. Mother M. Doherty of - St.
Augustine, who died. Mistress of the Novices in
1813.
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