
'CIARGES AGAINST JUDGE FLETCHER.

c n 1. or 8,000 i. per ainnum of costs ftnd plunder, under the pretext of collecting debtu
ung, .p y, the agregate to less than one-fit'th of that sum.Such hîvng been the geeral state of things in the townships, itmay be asily imaginedthat w'hen it wvns deteriiiiit7d, ini 1823, to establii a bete iystern of jurisprudence in thatpart cf the province, with a resident j udge, such a meagure was regarded by every man whotived bypeculation (and these actually constituted the most influential body in the-coun-try) as one of ill Oneu. .Tlese characters became alarmed, and their apprehensions wereflot altogether unflovnded.

The judge proceeded to organize his court. Ie had everything to do ; to dig the founda-tins, ta lay the bround si s and ereot the superstructur. But it was done; and a bar*gradually assernbled, which consists lit p-esclnt of f'roin 1 to 12 inembers. Po suit was in-stituted under the direction, or by the advice, of thejudge. His.conduct was like that oflus coleagues ; he never henrd of a case till it was called on in the, paper, or suffered anyoneto speak te him of controversial natters out of court. But the proceedings of a court ofjudicature, ini which a certain degree of regulaïiity was maintained, had, of necessity,some of the effects whiclh had been antici ated, and it was no fault of'the judge that this."as the case. The "secrets of the prison ouse" were divulged, and an urpleasant glare 6fligl t thrown on transactions vhici had rather been calculated for obscurity. Judgmentswere occasionally rendered against several of these mon, compelling them to restore sumoo' noney and uther property which they iad regarded as fair booty ; and some remarksvere occasionally made, peritaps, which were ii.jurious to that delicacy of feeling by whichthey were distinguislied.
It %vns manitfstly the duty of the judge to endeavour, at ail events, te prevent the courtin whici le vas to preside from being made instrumental in the furtherance of such evilsas have been described, and te endeavour to emrancipate the wretched inhabitants of thedistrict froin the oppressions under which they had so long groaned. The multiFlication oftrivial and frivolous suits was accordingly discouraged, and several precautionary measureswerc adepted with tiese views; many of vhich appeared to be extremely effectual, andSivere, consequently, highly unpalatable to these peculators.A change like this could not, however, be suffered to take place without resistance bymenSof very consideraslc intelligence, of reat influence in the country, and of indefatigable per-4everance, who were thus inpeded in pursuits which had constituted the business of thleirives. lt was clear that the whole of the illicit revenues of those persons were placed in jeo-pardy by the establishment of a systei oflocal jurisprudence, the appointmient of a residentjudge, and the access of a bar of professinaiil lawyers ; and there could be no standing onceremony when such interests were at stake. The iudge must, at ail events, bc ousted ifpossible, and no more eflectual means could be devised than to render the people at largedissatisfied with the court. by stigmatizing its proceedirigs through the medium ofthe press.;iior could any person be fournd more fit to be employed for the accouaplish ment of thisdesign than Mr. Silas Hlorton Dickerson, the printer of the " British Colonist," a weeklypaper which was then published ut Stanstead. Accordingly nany libels on the provincialcourt and the judge who had the honour of presiding in it, composed in pursuance of suchconspiracy, appeared in this paper. Almost every I Colonist" published since about July1825,.iwil be found te contam sonething or other of this kind ; something tO indicate thatthe judge and 'his" court, as they called it, were such nuisances as ough t not to betolerated in a christian country.

During this state of things the following circumstances occurred:In November terni, 182.3, un action of trespass de bonis asportatis came on te be tried inthe provincial court, in which one Willey, a farner at Shipton, was the plaintiff, and Howison,a bailiff, and Tilton, also a farmer at Shipton, were the defendants. It appeared on the trinjthat one Francis Armstrong 1-vans, a person who had been a schoolnaster, and vas occa-sionally in the habit of prepari documents of different descriptions, had, in March 1824,been appointed a commniiismioner for the summary trial of snall causes in the township ofKîngsey.
Vire having been an action dopending in the provincial court between Tilton and Willey,Mr. Evans had, lm Novemiber 1824, prepared an instrument between them, whereby they.had agreed to submit the matters in dilèrence to the arbitration of two persons, with powerto niomnate a third, in case they should not agree; and the tvo first-named arbitratorshavini nfterwards appointed M1r. Evans limself us the third arbitrator, an award had conse-quent y been made, im which Mdr. Evans had joined, awarding a balance of 28 dollars and52 cents (about 7 /. 2s. 7 d. currency), as due frou Willey to Tilton.Of this '-8 dollars and 5c cents, i i dollars had been paid or satisfied; so that thereremained, in Jatnary 18cs, a balance still due on the award Of 17 dollars and .52 cents(about 4. .7 s. 7d. currency), for which it appeared te Mr. Tilton to be desirable te comnenee a suit against NIr. Willey before AI r. Evans himself, in his j-dicial capacity as aco amissioner of small causes. This balance, huowcver, being above the anount to whichMr. Evans's jiuisdiction extended (which %ras only 41. 33. 4 d. currency), it was necessaryto give credit for cme trifle more than the i i dollars, in order to bring the maiter within thejunsdiction of the commnuissioner, and credit was accordingly given on the account producedbefore him, tlhus, " By a ;ood story, 8.5 cents;" which having reduced the caim to iGdollars and 67 cents (4L s. 4 d. currency). being the exact limit of MhIr. ConnuuuissionerEvans's jursd iction, he asecordin4;lv procceded to render judgmuent for thtis balance soremainting due on hi own award, aitter allowinge for the '' good story."On this judgment of Alr. Coammissionucr EvaUs an executioni was afterwards issued. underw hicl twenty-four slcep and four lead of hormied cattle were seized by Howison the bailiff,270.3 Of
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