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commencement of the construction of a
road. When on publie business in Eng-

land,_ in conjunction'with Judge Sicotte,
thèy organized a small committee, upon
which the Barings and Glins were repre-
sented, to cooperate in such manner as was

necessary to carry out the objecta of the
company in this country. They pressed

their views upon the Imperial govern'ment
and différent administrations in Canada,
and contended that if the Intercolonial
Railway waz built, that it would impose a

burden upon Ontario quite out of propor-
tion to any benefits to be derived froin it,
and in that caee urged that as a compen-
sation, and to obtain ' the acquisitions to
the people in Ontaiýio_, that the govern-
ment should take Bteps to acqilire and'
open up the North-West, and the result is
now before us. From 1857 to 1868 he re-
presented the constituency of West York,-

first in the Canada Assembly until the
union, and from that event, in the House
of Commons. Durinc, the time Sir Wil-
liam was in the Executive Couneil lie waz
minister of finance during the first year,

and receiver-genéral during the second;
postmaster-general from November 24th,
1864, until Awgust 30th, 1866, -when he waz

again appointed minister 'of finance, and
held that office until lie entered the Privy
Couneil. He was peculiarly -fitted for th e
duties of the last-mentioned position, owino,
to his long and successful commercial ex-
perience, and conducted its affairs with
si(mal abilit . In 1865 the government
appointed, hini a com»iissioner, with'Mr.
(now Sir) Alexander Gàlt, to visit Washing-
ton in the interests oÉ reciprocal trade

between the United States and Canada;
was re-appointed to the saine mission in

connection with Sir A. T. Galtý the present
Justice Henry, and Sir A. J. Smith, 1866 ;
and to. the London conferénce, 1866-674, to

complete ternis for the union of the British
Ainericati provinces. Again in 1875, 4is

services were required as a commissioner to
report on the route of the proposed Baie.
Verte canal. From July, 1868, until No-

vember, 1873, Sir Wý Howland filled the
position of lieutenant-go'vernor of Ontario,

.and upon his retirenient therefrom, left be-
hind hitn an enviable record of official
probity and -administrative ability. His
appointment to the chief civil office of the

province was one which. met with much
favolir from the publie crenerally as well as

froui his party, and the highest expectations
of his frîends were not disappointed. Au a
partial recognition of his distinguished pub-

lie services, Her Maiesty created him C. B,
(civil) in July, le7, and in May. j8-ý)

conferred upon him, the order of kni,, t.
hood. Sir William has beentwice married

fixst irýj,843, to Mrs. Webb, Who died j'
again in 1866, to the widow of the

late Captain Hunt. He has three stirvivin%children, two sono and one daughter. Sir
William is modest and unusumin,,, in dis-
position, courteous in manner, self-pos-
sessed and dignitied in demeanour, honour-
able in the highest sense; possessing the
instincts which characterîze the trtie gentle.
man, he affords a fine example of a sbiiccess.
ful and useful career, and one worthy of
imitation.

Gri-Mn. William Henryq Deputy
PosÏmaster General of Canada, was born,

on Au'gust 7th, 1812. When he had reach-
ed hiz seventeenth year, he entered the

Imperial civil service as a clerk in the office
ôf the deputy postmaster general, and four

years later, the authorities Perceivinc, his
very great efficiency, promoted him too the

position of surveyor Of PoSt-offices, east of
Kingston. When the post-office was tram.

ferred to provincial control in 1851, LIr.
-Griffin was made secretary; and on June

12thý ' ]8ô7, he was appointed deputy post.
muter general of old Canada. The year
following the completion of Confederation,

-he became deputy postmaster general of th'
Dominion, and has'remained in that posi-
tion ever since. Mr. Griffin has always ex.
hibited a marked capacity for administration,
and is, perhaps, one of the- most thoroiic,,h
and efficient officers in the entire civil ser-
vice. He has, ît might be said, consecrated
his life to his duties ; and where his duties
are there lie all his attention anà his inter-
eet. The govemment has always recoçrnized
Mr. Griffin's fine abilities, and especially

his capacity for organization. 'In 1868 lit
was considered necessary to re-organize the

civil service, and Mr. Griflin was appointed
one of the commissioners to carrv ont this
object. He was likewise a meiAer of tîhe
Civil Service Commission of 1862. He has
been a member of the Board of Andit since
the oiganizatiin of that body in 1858; and
since 1864 haci been a member of the Board

.of Excise, Customs and Stamps. It wa8
Mr. Griffiin-who negotiated the postal con-
vention with the' United States in 1875-
He is vice-president of the Civil Service
Bailding and Savings Society; and îs also

chairman of the Civil Serviee Board. Mr-
Griflin is atill hale and hearty, exhibits the

same excellent capacity for administration
as he did in his more youthful days, andwe
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