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Street Iniprovemnt.

The inaugural addresses of the varions
Mayors Of towns and cities tbrougbout

the province, at the first session of the
year, ha-ve proven) of unusual interest,
and ondline, in a great many cases, vigor-
0115 Policies of improvemient, rh istall-
ation and ownershîp of electric Street
lightinig plants are among the most prom-
ment matters for consideration, wbile
waterworks and sewerage systems are
dealt with in large numbers of instances.
Almost universally, however, street im-
provemrent is commiented upon, and alwvays
wltb a strong npw)ýard trend. The people
Of Ontario, in town, and township alike,
are a unit in thuir desire for better streets
and roads. It is impossible to quote fromi
the mnany addresses, but thre two following
references, one fromn Eastern, and the
other fromn Western Ontario, indicate the
feeling that universally exists.

'Mayor MNinnes, of Kingston, said:
"As regards our stree ts 1 feel sure the

tri aj ority of citizens wvould lilce to sec a
Commrenlcemn,t made i paving our busi-
ness~ streets. It of course wonld have to
be donc under the local improvemient
Plan, but 1 have made it a point to ascer
tain the views of many of our business
n'uen ini Connection witb street paving and
ever'y 0one whomi 1 have seenl is i n favor
of it. Our city enigineer submjlitted a
report on thre cost of saine somne tw.ýo years
ago, cbut nothing has yet been donc.

Thr S notbing tends so mnch Io beau-tmfy Our City and ,ive ht a businiess-like
appearance as having paved streets more
partmcularîy in the busi1ness section, to
Start wilh. 1 trus~t the Bioard of Works

Iltake the matter as one of- chief im.-
portance in their deliberations and tbat
progress wiil be made in tbis respect.

'ferr Xeating, of St. Catharines re-
Il street improveiiient as follows:

bePerhaps the nmost important matter tobe deait with b>. this and succeeding
COuflcil., is the improverinent of Our

"It bas beeri frequent>. said by personsdriving in fromi the couintry, that they
found thre roads good outside but ver>.

l'd theit.. And we are compiielled
tf tdmie t bat duringa considerabIe portionyrte Yar, our struets art in a disgyracefuicondition. Some very good work bas
tiee d ne on some of tile streets duringtelatthree years, sinice the introductionorf9g0o1 roads machiner>. but as the
&r'(oUnt that can ire spared cacir year for

thspurpoe, fro mi current revenue is ver>.Snaliî the îrnýÎpruvemicits tbat cani be made
frm'issource must conltinue to tic ver>

"Besides; the business and residentialstreets, there are about ten avenues lead-ing inito the City, wbich should be thor-

oughly drainied and permanently macad
amized.
."We bave hieretofore incurred heavy

indebtedness for purposes wbich we have
ver>. little to show for now, and whiic 1
wonld hesitate to increaie Our bonded
debt for other purposes, I ami su con-
vinccd that good roads wvould contribute
su largely to the prosperit>. of the city,
thiat 1 tbmnk it wouid be wise to adopt
somne plan by whicb ic>. couid be securcd
moie speedily, even at the cost of 'icreas-
cd indeb)tedncss It would be a perman
ent investmcnt and formi an asset thiat
wnid flot vanishi as some of our other
assets have."

The Road Tex.

How often counicils are heard to pro-
dlaim condemnnation of tie statute labor
system, but refuse Io make any attempt
to have it rcformcd or rcmioved. 'i be ty
:atisfy tbemnselves by denounicing the
s\ystem as a farce and a humbug, but su>.
we can do nutbing because our people do
not share i this belief, or are not educa-
tedi to the importance of a chanige.
Councîliors who talk this way miake "a
very poor guverningÏ body. They simrply
mark timu, tbey are servants, not legýisIa-
tor-S.

Tire chief funiction of a mlunlicipal
council is to administer thre affairs of the
municipality in tire mnost judicions and
economical mianneir, to sec tirat tire tax
ievicd against the 'people is eutbe
,fully collcctedl and honestl>. expended.
It miatters not whetber tis taxN be une of
mlone>. or labor.

'l'ie statute labor system) imnposes at nax
il labor for a particular class of work,
building and maintaining public ruads.
For every otirer public work and sýervice a
mionle tax vs lcvied and every cent nst
be paid regardiess of cunsequtnces.A
counicil tirat would allow tire citizens to
pay this tax in sucir a maniner and in sucir
proportions as tbey saw fit could flot
stand. Why tien should not tire pa>.-
ment of the road tax be looked after wýith
the Saine fidclity?ý

Man>. ratepayers,, truc to their bcst
interests, faitbful to tireir obligations,, and
loyal to their municipal institutions, do
discirarge tis tax tu its fullest me(asure.
Othiers do it in a haîf spirited w-ay, whilu
often tie great majurity absoiutely ignore
it. 'riat such wveakness sbouid cxist is a
reflection upon our municipal administra-
tion and cannot be considered creditable
tu our systemr of municipal goverrîment.
The township couricil of to-day ilhat is
nuot considering methods of road reform
is sbiirking its responsibilit>. and nugleet-
îng thre interests of its people.

Thre municipal couniciliors bcing repre-
sentative of the best muids of thre township

siouildt know what mnethods are bes
suitd tother requirements, and if thesdo flot prevail then it should be their dt

to sec to it that the people are educated
to th eir adoption.

'lhle average farmer is a busy man atail seasons of the year, lookirg after bitspr-vate affairs. While hie ]S interested inipublic mistters yet hie givus themn but littlestudy. lie leaves them to thec mentanxious for public dist iction. He castsbis vote for flic men whoi hec thinks willbest serve the interests; of is township,wVho will (Io ail the thinking, study, atctinlg
and planning so to provide the bcst andmnost economîical management ani pro-duce the greatest returns for the limited
expenditure.

Where a counicil is of the opinion thata change of sYstem or management isadvisable in the interests of the people,
but do not care to act upon their ownresponsibility, it should cati the people to-gether ina public mneeting, discuss thewhole
mnattur wilh theum, point out the defects ofthe old plan and explein the merits of theiiew, and it will bu uipheld in making
the change. There is nothing to be lestby taking the ratepayers into your con-fidence, they like to be consulted and itis only f'air that they should bu. If theyare not then prepared to support yourmeasure, they wilI praise you for your
interest and thank you for your sincerity.

The work of roadniakîng is the great-
est public work nlowV going on in theprovince, upon it the greatest expenditure
is being made and from ht tire greatest
benefits should flow. Why thun shiould
flot much interest be created? Çjll
public meetings, urge better metbods,
let n., have better roads.

Commutation ini Orilia Townshlip.

A b)y lawý for the Commutation of statute
labor was passed by the townshiip counicil
of Oriîlia i Novcmber last and submitted
to the ratepayers for approval at the muni-
cipal election. 'lhle uisual discussion was
created and sooni a strong opposition was
oiffcýred. TIheu ci very wîsely con-
vened a numbei)(ýr of vîeetings for a public
discussion of' the question. These meet-
ings were largely attended and muich
iterest was takenr. A. W. Campbell,
Priovincia'l Road Cornimissioner, uipon theinvitation of the couriciwapretan
every phase of the quiestion was discussed
and Consîdered, Every feature of the

nwplan was explaincd and every ob-
jection tully, considered in a fair and
friendly maniner with the resuit that the
by-law was eridursed by a substantial
majority. Th'le new couricil are unanj-
mlouisly i accord with the change. Thbey
are anxious for the., experiment, and will,no0 doubt, soon convince the -people that
tbey made no0 mistake by their vote.

Too muci is usually expected the firs<t
year. 'lhle people must bc reasonable
and give the new mnethod a fair and honest
trial. Miuch of an improvemen annut at
once be made on ail the roada, as the


