e Jo darkness if they might haply find
B @ gleam of hope for the soul; to the
-o310g, on whose glassy eyes the film is
&at oting, and through whose veins a
Ortal languor creaps. ¢ Good will to men !
%all moa! Oh,itis exquisitely baautiful.
% 1o experimentalist dislocats its perfec-
o0 of beauty, O, it isa grand proclama-
O of universal love. Let no man dare
> .- udaize it! ¢ Goed willto men P—how-
' fovered, however leprous, howaever

Ty the man; however persistently he
3y have rebelled; however remofe ho
rwd have wandered;—to men, although
" leley have done their worst to ruin them-
i ;}38. either degrading themuselves into the

th, Jerence of the brute; or although, like
g demon, they ‘have kindled into the
:.ﬁ"::zy of duspair.  And there never was a
ol When it behoved us, the areat Meth-
3 people, solemnly, and before God, in

ar Uit of vadnting, but in the spirit of
,Ournw and ho'y resolve, to take our pledge,
"y .lg“ge, and battle with sin, and the
Ny and the woild, more thoroughly and

° heartily than we do this day. There
808 around us at home; and thers
arg °’g 08 around us abroad. When I look
,Od"‘l us.at hom, T see, as it were, a re-
Utiog of all tho okl elements that wore
E'?;e“'i at the time of ths Saviour's advent.
. thy “f 18 the austere and courtly Herodian;
‘Phag'dy and flippant Sulduces; the proud
of 11 8ey gathering up the ruffad fringes
f“llys Seclasiastical prostige, flau uting seorn-

, 'themp‘s"' m> into the sanctuary. I see
p all,—us the Jowish opposition are
Yopyg Amonyst ua; active, earnest, bitter,
iy dof them,vmlfortumtely, melignant at
ity a"'Y_- There i3 a dread anl fell mﬁ-"ltﬁl-
blag {: Infidelity of whose existence in its
g °Mous form I was hardly aware; but

Of the: ' honoured me by sending me one
fs 5 ' publications the other day. There
Song; Tribl onslaaght against all that we

-+ thy 3, % Of good report and lovely amongst
,th’ate'h Wehes themgelves. Thare is,—alas !

%o g1 309uld be s0,—1 disposition to whet,
.har p
Chapie, PoN the sword of controversy, when

| thg co{lt“‘lhappily goss, bleeding from
- Ny, Mest, smitton with many wounds,—

Oy .’w ¢ Slander has unfortunalely coms
: 'Gbi;-mg the Aids to Faith, and needs to
i - ¥1by Aids to Truth and Charity,

e OF was atifis whon there was
S, ",“‘t: in lo&iug a4 thd signs of the
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times at home, that we, as good Methodists,
by God's grace, should go on our steady—
private, if you like—unostentatious, but
unfaltering way, preaching the glad Gospel
of Christ, and spreading scriptural holiness
throughout the land and throughout the
world. I think that we are prepared to do
it. Our zeal is not to be an occasional
thing. It is not to evaporate in ebullitions
of this sort at a public neeting. The
Church is ill served by the heat of occa-
sional passion; but it should be a continual
emergy which, in lowly imitation of the
Great Master, opens its hand, pours out its
wealth and bléssing, and never says it is
enough. I am afraid sometimes there are
foars of a Christian investing his energy as
he invests his money—us it a dead, un-
worthy, sordid coin, with the inage of its
Ceesar, were at all equivalent to a man,
with a heart, with a faith, and with a will,
Wae wanl personal service; we do not want
recreants from the personal service of the
Radeemer.  'We do not want any one to go
away from service, condoning for his for-
saken labour by his willingness to direct -
and to subscribe. If the work is good it ia
always good. It is good for all people; it
is good for all times; the portion of the rich
as well as the treasure of the poor; good
by whomsoever recommended, good by
whomsosver disgraced; good although the
stam:nerer advocate it in his painful words ;
gool although in eloquent words, it speaks
in liviny thunder. It is gool always, on
all oceasions; and we are going, sir, on this
oceasion, under your presidency, to bind
ourselves to this work to-day. ~ We shall
do it; we will not forsake the cause which
has been honoured and hallowed by God's
blessing of old.  Our kings uncrowned are
in the midst of us to-day, and their royal
example shall come to us from the past. Is
it 80, that of tha founders of this Society,
not one remains? Isit so? Are we enter-
ing on another generation? or have we
venerable men, who yet linger amongst ns
like birds of paradise, of whose beauty we
are nof quite conscious until we catch the
last gleam of glory that flashes from their
parting wings.  Are they in the midst of
as just to remind us of the past; to show
us how holy and how powerful and how
near to Gol mon usel to live in the days
of ortr fathers? 0, duo- not let us shama

Jour ancsstry | Da not let us live, orrathey



